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Rev. Dr. Michael Harvey Koplitz 

 

The Goal of this project: 

This research project will examine the 150 psalms for the spiritual awareness each 

Psalm offers. Each Psalm will be examined by its language and the commentary 

of the Sages. The spiritual awareness analysis will be done in alignment with Ari’s 

definition of the Tree of life, the Book of Creation, and the Zohar. Each verse 

of the Psalm will be rewritten using the intent of the language and spiritual 

commentary to convey its spiritual lesson.  

 

The Main Resources:  

The Zohar 

   The Book of Creation 

   Ari’s writing on the Tree of Life and the Ten Sefirot 

   The Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament 

   Samson Hirsch’s commentary on the Psalms 

Tehillim – Psalms – A new translation with a commentary 

anthologized from the Talmudic and rabbinic sources 

Accordance Bible Software 
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Psalm 63 

New American Standard 1995 

Psa. 63:0   A Psalm of David, †when he 
was in the wilderness of Judah. 
 
Psa. 63:1     O God, aYou are my God; I 
shall seek You 1earnestly;  
 My soul bthirsts for You, my flesh 
2yearns for You,  
 In a cdry and weary land where 
there is no water. 
2   Thus I have aseen You in the 
Sanctuary,  
 To see Your power and Your 
glory. 
3   Because Your alovingkindness is 
better than life,  
 My lips will praise You. 
4   So I will bless You aas long as I live;  
 I will blift up my hands in Your 
name. 
5   My soul is asatisfied as with 
1marrow and fatness,  
 And my mouth offers bpraises with 
joyful lips. 
 
Psa. 63:6     When I remember You aon 
my bed,  
 I meditate on You in the bnight 
watches, 
7   For aYou have been my help,  
 And in the bshadow of Your wings 
I sing for joy. 
8   My soul aclings 1to You;  
 Your bright hand upholds me. 
 
Psa. 63:9     But those who aseek my 1life 
to destroy it,  

Hebrew 

Psa. 63:1   ফ֗תফר לדְָודִ֑ בִּהְ֝יফְ֥מִזמ
אֱ۩הִי֤ם ׀   2בְּמִדְבַּר֥ יהְוּדָהֽ׃  
 ֥ ךָּ צמָאְָה֬ לְۨ֨ ׀ אֵלִי֥ אתַָּ֗ה א۬שׁחֲַ֫רֶ

נפְַשִׁ֗י כָּמַהּ֣ לְ֣ۨ בשְׂרִָי֑ בּאְֶרֶֽץ־ 
֣ ף בְּליִ־מָיֽםִ׃   כֵּן֭  3ציִּהָ֖ ועְָיֵ

בַּקֹּ֣דֶשׁ חֲזיִתִי֑ۨ לרְִאফ֥ת עֻזְּ֝ۨ֗ 
כִּי־טফ֣ב חסְַ֭דְּۨ  4וּכְבফדֶֽۨ׃  

כֵּן֣  5מֵחַֽיּיִ֗ם שׂפְָתַי֥ ישְׁבְַּחֽוּנְۨ׃  
֑י בְּשׁ֝מְִۨ אשֶָּׂא֥ אֲבָרֶכְ֣ۨ  בְחַיָּ

כְּמফ֤ חֵל֣בֶ ודֶָ֭שׁןֶ תּשִׂבְַּע֣   6כפַָּיֽ׃ 
  7נפְַשִׁי֑ ושְׂפִתְֵי֥ רְנ֝נফָ֗ת יהְַלּלֶ־פִּיֽ׃ 

אםִ־זכְַרְתִּי֥ۨ עַל־יצְוּעָי֑ 
כִּיֽ־ 8בּאְַ֝שׁמְֻרফ֗ת אֶהגְּהֶ־בָּֽۧ׃  

 הָיִי֣תָ עֶזרְָתָ֣ה לִּי֑ וּבְצֵל֖ כְּנפֶָי֣ۨ
ֽ ן׃  דָּבְקָה֣ נפְַשִׁי֣ אַחֲרֶי֑ۨ   9אֲרַנֵּ

ֽ ۨ׃   והְֵ֗מָּה   10בִּי֝֗ תָּמכְָה֥ ימְִינֶ
לשফְׁ֭אָה יבְַקשְׁוּ֣ נפְַשִׁי֑ יבָֹ֝֗אוּ  

יגַּיִרֻה֥וּ  11בְּתַֽחתְִּיফּ֥ת האָָרֶֽץ׃ 
עַל־ידְֵי־חָרֶ֑ב מְנתָ֖ שׁעָֻלִי֣ם  

֮ ישִׂמְַח֪ בֵּ 12יהְִיוּֽ׃   א֫۩הִי֥ם והְַמֶּלֶۧ
יתְִ֭הַלּלֵ כָּל־הַנּשִׁבְָּע֣ בফּ֑ כִּי֥  

  יסִּ֝כֵָ֗ר פִּי֣ דফֽבְרֵי־שָׁקֶֽר׃
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 Will go into the 2bdepths of the 
earth. 
10   1They will be 2adelivered over to 
the power of the sword;  
 They will be a 3bprey for foxes. 
11   But the aking will rejoice in God;  
 Everyone who bswears by Him will 
glory,  
 For the cmouths of those who 
speak lies will be stopped. 
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Targum 

Psa. 63:1 A psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness in the territory of the tribe 

of Judah. 2 O God, you are my strength; I will arise in the morning in your presence; 

my soul thirsts for you, my flesh yearns for you, in a barren and weary land, without 

water. 3 Thus I have seen you in the holy place; purify me to see your strength and your 

glory. 4 For better is the favor that you show to the righteous in the age to come than 

the life you have given to the wicked in this age; therefore my lips will praise you. 5 Thus 

will I bless you in my life in this age; in the name of your word I will spread my hands 

in prayer in the age to come. 6 My soul will be satisfied as with fat and oil, and my mouth 

shall sing [with] lips of praise. 7 If I have remembered you on my bed, in the night-

watch I will meditate on your word. 8 For you were a helper to me, and in the shade of 

your presence I will be glad. 9 My soul has followed close behind your Torah; your right 

hand has supported me. 10 But they will seek my soul for the grave; they will enter the 

lowest part of the earth. 11 They will fear him on account of the blow of the sword; they 

will be the portion of jackals. 12 And the king will rejoice in the word of God; all who 

swear by his word will sing praise, for the mouth of those who speak deceit will be 

stifled. 
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Spiritual Awareness 

 

Introduction 

David discloses his spiritual thirst while in the wilderness, pursued by Saul’s men 

trying to kill him. He built a fortress of faith that shielded him from what was 

happening outside his hiding place.  

 

Verse one 

David came to realize that the LORD is not impersonal. The LORD wants a 

relationship with all the souls on the earth. 

O God, You are my God; at early dawn will I seek You. My soul thirsts for 

You, my flesh longs for You in the barren land, and it grows faith without 

water.  

 

Verses two & three 

David developed a kind of spiritual perception of the heart rather than that of the eye. 

The LORD cannot be seen. However, the presence of the LORD through the 

Shekinah can be sensed. During David’s isolation, his spirit could feel the presence of 

the LORD with him. 

Thus I have perceived You in the Sanctuary to see Your invincible power 

and glory.  

The mercy and love from the Sefirah Chesed are better than life; thus, my 

lips were wont to praise you. 
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Verse four 

 lift up my hands in your Name.” This“ – (b’sheem’cha asa kafa)  בְּשׁמְִۨ אֶשָּׂא֥ כַפָּיֽ

phrase references the palm of the hand that is bent and about to close to grasp an 

object. A hand in this position, but empty, raised to God, symbolizes a plea to Him 

to supply us with what we lack.  

So will I also bless You now through my life; in Your Name shall I lift up 

my hands. 

 

Verse five 

When David connected with the LORD, his spiritual thirst was satisfied.  

Then my soul shall be satisfied as with fat and marrow, and my mouth will 

praise Your mighty acts with joyous lips. 

 

Verses six & seven 

David said that he felt the LORD’s presence through the Shekinah while on a couch, 

which was most likely in the palace. He could feel the LORD’s presence while in the 

cave. 

While [in days past] I remembered You upon my couch, I will now meditate 

upon You during night watches.  

For You have been my help, and in the shadow of Your wings will I joyfully 

sing.  
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Verse eight 

My soul cleaves after You; Your right hand has held me fast. 

 

Verse nine  

Saul’s men chased David into the Judean wilderness, and they believed that they 

would capture and kill David.  

But they seek my soul to destroy it; it shall go into the nethermost depths 

of the earth. 

 

Verse ten 

They who would have let it be spent by the sword shall be the prey of 

foxes.  

 

Verse eleven 

Even with Saul’s men chasing him, David still paid homage to his king. He was 

sincere in his thoughts about King Saul. 

But let the king rejoice in God, let anyone that swears by him glory; for 

the mouths of them that utter lies shall fall silent. 
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Complete Psalm Rewrite Emphasizing Spiritual Awareness 

 

O God, You are my God; at early dawn will I seek You. My soul thirsts for You, my 

flesh longs for You in the barren land, and it grows faith without water.  

Thus I have perceived You in the Sanctuary to see Your invincible power and glory.  

The mercy and love from the Sefirah Chesed are better than life; thus, my lips were 

wont to praise you. 

So will I also bless You now through my life; in Your Name shall I lift up my hands. 

Then my soul shall be satisfied as with fat and marrow, and my mouth will praise Your 

mighty acts with joyous lips. 

While [in days past] I remembered You upon my couch, I will now meditate upon You 

during night watches.  

For You have been my help, and in the shadow of Your wings will I joyfully sing.  

My soul cleaves after You; Your right hand has held me fast. 

But they seek my soul to destroy it; it shall go into the nethermost depths of the earth. 

They who would have let it be spent by the sword shall be the prey of foxes.  

But let the king rejoice in God, let anyone that swears by him glory; for the mouths of 

them that utter lies shall fall silent. 
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