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It is noteworthy that in the Middle Ages the Great Silk Road was more active 

and crowded than in ancient times. This was due to the patronage of the trade 

development of large empires established in China, Central Asia and the Middle 

East, such as the Tang Empire (618-907 AD), the Arab Caliphate (632-1258 AD), 

and the Samani State (865-999 AD). The trade of the Silk Road, which has been 

active for many centuries, decreased for a while as a result of the Mongol 

invasion, which had a negative impact on the development of China and Central 

Asian countries by the 13th century, and it can be seen that only its northern 

branch developed. Academician V.V. Barthold acknowledges the Khorezm trade 

caravan that went to Kashgar in 1209-1210, mentioned in Saadi Shirazi's work 

"Gulistan", as the last major international trade caravan of the 13th century 

(except, of course, for the short-term economic and diplomatic relations 

between Khorezmshah and Genghis Khan). In our opinion, V.V. Barthold's 

opinion is not so correct. Because Plano Carpini, Guillaume de Rubruck, Marco 

Polo, Ricoldo de Monte Croce, John de Montecorvino, Thomas Mangazola, 

Francis and Raymond Rufus and many other European Christian ambassadors, 

merchants, and missionaries entered Central Asia and China through trade 

caravans. From the information left by some of them, it is not difficult to 

understand that trade and economic relations did not stop at all. 

By the 14th century, the trade between China and the Central Asian 

countries started to develop again under new conditions. Of course, the rulers of 

the Golden Horde (1236-1481) and the Khuloku dynasty in Iran (1256-1358, 

also known as the Elkhanid state) were interested in this. Gradually, the 

northern branch of the ancient Silk Road rose as the main route. In the 14th 

century, along this northern road, trade caravans from the capital of the Golden 

Horde - Saray to Ustyurt, Urganch, O'tror, Tashkent, Almalyk - were constantly 

traveling to China. At this time, trade was carried out on this route with the 
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countries of the Middle East through the Caucasus, and in the north with the 

Russian principalities and the countries of Eastern Europe. 

Amir Temur was certainly not indifferent to the events taking place in the 

neighboring countries. Because these events had a direct impact on the socio-

economic life in Movarounnahr. He initially supported the installation of 

Tokhtamysh (1380-1395), a descendant of Jo'chi, on the throne of the Golden 

Horde, but later these two rulers became conflicting neighbors. During his 

campaign against Tokhtamysh Khan in 1395, Amir Temur captured the lower 

Volgaboyi and its central cities, Saray Berka, Saray Botu and Hojitarkhan 

(Astrakhan). The attack on these cultural centers of the Golden Horde by the 

troops of Amir Temur undermined trade in the northern network. As a result, 

the large cities of the Golden Horde could not recover economically for a long 

time. In this way, the network of northern trade routes that connected China 

with the countries of the Middle East ended. Now, all the trade traffic began to 

pass through the large commercial and cultural cities of the Timurid Empire 

(1370-1507). 
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