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Our session today

• Introductions

• Open research in the Middle East & North Africa (MENA)

• F1000: an open research publisher

• Interactive elements – three questions

• Discussion and Q&A
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Open Access Publishing Trends

Middle East & North Africa
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Research output Middle East & North Africa

• Between 2011 and 2021 MENA 

countries published over 2M 

publications with a CAGR 10% 

compared to the global average 5%

• Average scholarly impact had increased 

from below the global average 0.87 to 

above the global average 1.11

• The expansion of research publication 

in MENA represents a growth from 2% 

to 8% of global share.
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Research output Middle East & North Africa: 
by country

Rank 

Total 

Number 

Publication

Rank CAGR

Egypt 233,335 UAE 17%

Saudi Arabia 222,589
Saudi 

Arabia
15%

Tunisia 80,655 Egypt 14%

Morocco 65,723 Morocco 12%

UAE 61,917 Algeria 8%

Algeria 60,148 Tunisia 6%
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Open access research output MENA: by country

Rank 
Size of OA 

publication
Rank CAGR

Egypt 98,822 UAE 30%

Saudi 

Arabia
86,084 Qatar 24%

UAE 18,493
Saudi 

Arabia
22%

Tunisia 16,717 Egypt 18%

Qatar 13,997 Algeria 15%

Algeria 13,257 Tunisia 14%

Open Access publications have grown 

from 24% of total research output in 

2013, to 37% in 2021 at a CAGR of 

15%.

Source: Dimensions https://app.dimensions.ai Exported 22 March 2022 

https://app.dimensions.ai/
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F1000 trends in MENA (2017-2022)

• Significant increase in article 

numbers submitted, published 

and passing peer review 

• 350% increase in published 

articles

• Most regional submissions come 

from Saudi Arabia and Egypt

• 64% of submissions in 2021 were 

research articles

Source: F1000 - Power BI
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Open research MENA: publishing with F1000 by article type

• 48% of MENA outputs published by 

F1000Research are traditional research 

articles

• The remaining 52% cover a diverse range of 

peer-reviewed outputs, such as: case 

reports, method articles, software tools and 

data notes.

Source: F1000Research - https://f1000research.com/
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Open research: what is the impact?

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160

Politics

Anthropology

Mental Health (Multidisciplinary)

Sociology

History

Growth in Citations by Subject Area under one 
Taylor & Francis Transformative Agreement

 Citations in 2021 to articles accepted in 2021

 Citations in 2020 to articles accepted in 2020

Title The impact of Long COVID on the UK 

workforce

Published in Applied Economics Letters, July 2022

DOI 10.1080/13504851.2022.2098239

Authors Darja Reuschke, Donald Houston

Source: Web of Science 

Source: Altmetric

https://doi.org/10.1080/13504851.2022.2098239
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Open research publishing models
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How we share, 
discover & talk about 
research is evolving 

fast

Preprints

Open infrastructures

Data sharing

Publishing models

Discussion / 

discoverability tools

Credit beyond 

articles 

Indexers / 

metrics

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://elifesciences.org/&ei=dvdVVfWCH8ed7gacsoPoBw&bvm=bv.93564037,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNFBipD2pw2JnaYfbo4MBYCQoDeTmg&ust=1431783654408978
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Research 
code and 
software

Underlying 
data

Double-blind 
peer review

Methods

Null and 
negative results

Peer reviewer reports

Grey 
literature

Research 
team

Research Article

Traditional Publishing Workflow

How does open 

research help the 

move towards 

responsible research?

Tip of the iceberg

Pre-prints

Open data

Open Peer 
Review

Data notes

Method 
Articles

Route to publish 
null and 
negative results Grey literature

Software tools Credit and 
recognition
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Case study

F1000 – an open research publisher
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▪ F1000Research - sound science title launched in 

2013, showcasing open research publishing model

▪ ​​Backdrop of changing landscape in scholarly 

publishing

▪ Partnered with research organisations (including 

research funders) since 2016: 

o Wellcome Open Research 

o Gates Open Research

o Open Research Europe (European Commission)

▪ Joined the Taylor & Francis Group in 2020

Introducing F1000
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Maximizing discoverability of research – full metadata descriptors embedded (funding, CRediT, ORCID, Institution)

FAIR data​; “open as possible, 

closed as necessary”

Rapid and open publication of articles​; 

post- publication peer review

Diverse article options to support all 

parts of the research journey​

Invited transparent peer review

Iterative, updateable, versioning​ 

options

Dissemination of reproducible and 

sound research

Publishing designed to maximize the potential for 
research to have impact
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Open data
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The benefits of transparent, open data

✓ Boost your credibility – work is replicable and can be validated

✓ Enhance the visibility of your work – both your article and your dataset can 

be found by others

✓ Progress your career – open data sharing is associated with an increase of 

citations to your published paper of up to 25% *(Colavizza et al., 

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0230416)

https://tinyurl.com/5selfishreasons
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1. “I don’t have any data!” >>>> Research data exists in many different forms: textual, 
numerical, databases, geospatial, images, audio-visual recordings, data generated 
by machines or instruments, etc.

2. “Data sharing isn’t a thing in my field” >>>> The practice of data sharing, 
alongside norms and support, varies considerably with each discipline but the key 
benefits remain the same: reproducibility, credit, and potential reuse.

3. “I am concerned my research will be scooped if I share my data” >>>> Data 
sharing establishes and confirms ownership of your data via authorship.

4. “Data sharing is too hard” >>>> It doesn’t have to be!

Open data: myth busting
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Diverse range of article types
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Publishing content from across the research lifecycle

Linked together with funding, institution data, etc.
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Wellcome Open Research

https://wellcomeopenresearch.org

What we’ve seen:

Launched in 2016 – now #1 publishing venue

High demand for novel peer reviewed article types
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• Broad range of output types: technical reports; policy 

guidelines; factsheets; impact reports; training materials; posters; 

slide decks

• Professional publishing services applied as for peer reviewed 

content:

• Open Access – default CC-BY

• Content gets a unique DOI

• Usage metrics – views, downloads etc

• Commenting functionality to support engagement

• Subject to editorial checks BUT: Not peer reviewed 

• Facilitates the shift to a more holistic view of research outputs 

(e.g. DORA) and responsible metrics

Elevating the status of other research outputs

Supporting publication of non peer reviewed content
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Open peer review



Information Classification: General

Open Identities

▪ Reviewers must provide 

name and affiliation

▪ Identify conflicting  

interests

Open Reports

▪ Reviewer reports will be 

published alongside the 

article

▪ These are citable and 

have viewing metrics

Open Review Status

Reviewers assign a status

Visibility & credit for reviewers: 

▪ Co-reviewing 

▪ ORCID ids

▪ DOIs for reports

Open, invited peer-reviewed
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The peer review process is open and transparent
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Open peer review creates a constructive dialogue

Reviewers names 

and affiliations

Status

Reviewers 

comments

Authors 

response
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Interactive Polls

via Menti.com

Code: 6187 9480
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Thanks!

Any Questions?

www.f1000.com

F1000 on vimeo

Carolyn Kirby – Director of Open Research, Taylor & Francis carolyn.kirby@tandf.co.uk

Becky Hill – Strategic Partnership Manager, F1000 rebecca.hill@tandf.co.uk

http://www.f1000.com/
https://vimeo.com/553264137
mailto:carolyn.kirby@tandf.co.uk
mailto:rebecca.hill@tandf.co.uk

