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What is re3data?

Re3data is a global registry of research data repositories that covers research data 
repositories from different academic disciplines. 

It includes repositories that enable permanent storage of and access to data sets to 
researchers, funding bodies, publishers, and scholarly institutions.

re3data promotes a culture of sharing, increased access and better visibility of research data. 

https://www.re3data.org/about
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https://www.re3data.org/about


What is re3data not?

• Re3data is not a meta search engine for research datasets
(like The Research Data Connectome, datacite, google dataset sear.ch, …)

• A register of somehow evaluated repositories (e.g. enabling FAIR, non-profit). 
For being registered in re3data a repositories must …

o be run by a legal entity
o clarify access conditions and terms of use
o have focus on research data

https://www.re3data.org/suggest
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https://www.switch.ch/connectome/
https://search.datacite.org/
https://datasetsearch.research.google.com/
https://www.re3data.org/suggest


History and partners

The registry has gone live in autumn 2012, funded by German Research Foundation (DFG)
In March 2013, re3data and Databib announced to merge their two directories into one service that is managed 
under the auspices of DataCite since the end of 2015.

Starting in January 2020, the German Research Foundation (DFG) is funding re3data’s project “re3data -
Community Driven Open Reference for Research Data Repositories (COREF)” over a period of 36 months.

Project partners in re3data are the 
Berlin School of Library and Information Science at the Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, 
the Helmholtz Open Science Office at the GFZ German Research Centre for Geosciences, 
the KIT Library at the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) and 
the Libraries of the Purdue University. 

The German partners are actively involved in the German Initiative for Network Information (DINI) and current 
research data management activities. 

https://www.re3data.org/about; https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/lib_fspres/2/
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https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/lib_fspres/2/
https://datacite.org/
http://www.ibi.hu-berlin.de/
https://os.helmholtz.de/
http://www.bibliothek.kit.edu/
https://www.lib.purdue.edu/
http://www.dini.de/english
https://www.re3data.org/about
https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/lib_fspres/2/


Who is adding data to the re3data?

Coffee lecture: re3data, Iris Lindenmann, 29 September 2022 University of Basel 5



Coverage of re3data
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https://www.re3data.org/browse/by-country/

https://www.re3data.org/browse/by-country/


Which information do you get from re3data?
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Search result with short information
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Short information on research data repositories
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The repository provides additional information on its service.

Provides open access to its data

The terms of use and licenses are provided by the repsoitory

The repository uses persistent identifier to make its provided data persistent, 
unique and citable

The repository is certified or supports a repository standard.

The repository provides a policy.



Findable

• Persistent Identifier (e.g. DOI)
• Metadata is online

Accessible

• (Meta)data is online available
• Restrictions of access are definded

Interoperable
• Standardized controlled vocabularies
• Open/common data formats (txt, csv, xml, tif, 

wav, …)

Reusable
• extensive documentation
• Licenses of use (CC0, CC BY, …)
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Live tour: https://www.re3data.org/

Coffee lecture: re3data, Iris Lindenmann, 29 September 2022 University of Basel 11



Thank you for your attention.
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