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Main points

◆ Definition and History of Exsiccata and Exsiccata-like series
◆ Exsiccata Series as Published Work
◆ Webservice of IndExs – Index of Exsiccatae
◆ Disambiguation of Exsiccata Series
◆ Disambiguation of Person Names 
◆ Linking IndExs and Wikidata
◆ Benefits for the Community



Exsiccata, ae: Definition 
◆ Set of preserved specimens with 

printed labels
◆ Uniform, numbered, distributed 

(published)
◆ ICBN 1906: exsiccatae and their 

printed matters: Valid publication
◆ ICBN 1953: Printed matters 

distributed independently for 
effective publication

No. 10: Chara polyacantha (example from MICH)



Exsiccatae History
◆ Starts with early 1700
◆ Series with focus 

◇ on selling
◇ on education
◇ on science and research

◆ More than 2,200 known 
exsiccatae and exsiccata-like 
series (About 10 million 
specimens in herbaria)

◆ Today: 70 series running
◆ More than 1,300 editors

© Dried specimens from Ludwig Schaerer's exsiccata
series Lichenes Helvetici (Swiss lichens), from 1823 to 
1852 (Neuchâtel Herbarium, 2014) 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exsiccata



—Index of Exsiccatae

The system “exsiccata” is known from 
all organism groups with material in 
herbaria 



Two Diversity Workbench databases  
interacting and with attached webservice:

Key IDs are: 

◆ AgentID: Identifies an editor of the 
exsiccata series

◆ ExsiccataID: Identifies an exsiccata
series.

The webservice allows the search for 
series editors, organism groups, series 
titles and other information; download 
option as CSV, XML, XLS, machine-
readable access

Image 

—Index of Exsiccatae



Disambiguation of Persons ´ Work : ExsiccataID 

No. 99: Opegrapha rugosa
(example from M)



Disambiguation of Person Name: AgentID 



Linking IndExs and Wikidata



Linking IndExs and Wikidata

His Exsiccata Work

New property “exsiccata
work” in Wikidata (P-item)?

Linking IndExs ExsiccataID with
newly created Wikidata Exsiccata
ID (Q-item)
Linking Wikidata Person ID (Q-
item) with Wikidata Exsiccata ID 
(Q-item) (N:N relationship)



Linking IndExs and Wikidata

Editors missing in Wikidata?

Adding new Q-items

Fulfill the Wikidata criteria of notability 
by editing one or more exsiccata work

No. 41: Martensia fragilis (example from UPS)

Sachito Enomoto



Linking IndExs and Wikidata

Exsiccata missing in Wikidata?

Adding new Q-items

Fulfill the Wikidata criteria of creative 
scientific work (exsiccata P-item?)

No. 41: Martensia fragilis (example from UPS)

Sachito Enomoto



Benefits for the Community

◆ Recognize the creative scientific work of editors of exsiccatae and attribute to their 
notability

◆ Facilitate the disambiguation of exsiccata works and improve the assignment of 
exsiccata specimens to the disambiguated series (this is a special problem if the 
specimens are inserted in the general herbarium collections)

◆ Create synergies between institutional herbaria by recognizing duplicate sets of
exsiccatae



Linking IndExs and Wikidata

Exsiccata Work

New property “exsiccata
work” in Wikidata (P-item)?

Linking IndExs ExsiccataID with
newly created Wikidata Exsiccata
ID (Q-item)
Linking Wikidata Person ID (Q-
item) with Wikidata Exsiccata ID 
(Q-item)
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