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FAIR data is different than FAIR software

FAIR for Research Software (FAIR4RS) WG
https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/fair-4-research-software-
fair4rs-wg

FAIR Principles for Research Software (FAIR4RS Principles)
https://zenodo.org/record/6623556

FAIR Principles
https://www.go-fair.org/fair-principles/

The FAIR Guiding Principles for scientific data 
management and stewardship
https://www.nature.com/articles/sdata201618
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https://choosealicense.com/

• @NLeSC we prefer Apache 2.0 for 
software

• No default for data but usually CC BY 
(https://creativecommons.org/about/
cclicenses/)

• We deviate only when it is necessary
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License compliance is important!
The $100 Million Court Case for Open Source
License Compliance

• CoKinetic Systems Corporation, one of the major
global players in the in-flight entertainment (IFE)
market, has recently filed suit against Panasonic
Avionics Corporation in a New York federal court,
seeking damages of over $100 million.

• CoKinetic claim that Panasonic, which holds a roughly
70% share of the embedded IFE hardware market, has
willfully violated GPL v2 open source licensing
requirements, in addition to a long list of other
unlawful actions aimed at monopolizing the market for
in-flight entertainment software and media services.

Vizio sued for breach of copyleft open-
source software license

• On October 19, 2021, the Software Freedom
Conservancy (SFC) sued Vizio, Inc. for alleged
violations of the GNU General Public License
covering software incorporated into certain
Vizio smart TVs.

More examples:
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_source_license_litigation
• https://www.slashdata.co/blog/the-open-source-trials-

hanging-in-the-legal-balance-of-copyright-and-copyleft

• https://github.com/oss-review-toolkit/ort
• https://github.com/tortellini-tools/action
• https://github.com/marketplace/actions/tortellini-action

Example: Akurat Font
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https://research-software.nl
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https://lab.kb.nl https://bio.tools

https://pypi.org https://github.com/NLeSC/awesome-research-software-registries
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Awesome Research Software Registries

• Collection of research software registries 
organized by
• Country
• Organization
• Programming language
• Scientific domain

• Collective effort
• Please contribute!
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https://blog.esciencecenter.nl/cffinit-now-is-the-time-to-get-more-recognition-
for-your-software-e2e6ef617f8e
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https://citation-file-format.github.io/
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http://bit.ly/cffinit
https://citation-file-format.github.io/cff-initializer-javascript
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https://bestpractices.coreinfrastructure.org
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https://the-turing-way.netlify.app/welcome

https://the-turing-way.netlify.app/welcome




ARDC FAIR-software checklist
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Compliance with 5 
recommendations?



https://pypi.org/project/howfairis
https://github.com/fair-software/howfairis
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https://github.com/fair-software/howfairis-github-action
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Compliance of multiple repositories

https://pypi.org/project/fairtally/
https://github.com/fair-software/fairtally
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• Checks compliance of multiple 
repositories using howfairis

• Generates a report that includes 
compliance of each repository

• Can be automated to keep track of the 
changes
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Questions?


