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This comic booklet was developed as part of a research project entitled 
“Migrant Entrepreneurship: Mapping Cross-Border Mobilities and 
Exploring the Role of Spatial Mobility Capital”. The aim of the project 
was to explore the role of spatial mobility in the business activities of 
migrant entrepreneurs, and to understand to what extent and under 
what conditions migration experiences constitute an asset for them. It 
was led by Prof. Yvonne Riaño and Prof. Etienne Piguet between 2018 
and 2022 at the Geography Institute of the University of Neuchâtel, 
and was part of the National Centre of Competence in Research for 
migration and mobility studies “nccr – on the move”.
 
The stories and characters portrayed in the comic are fictive. Yet they 
are directly inspired by qualitative research conducted by Christina 
Mittmasser in Switzerland. As part of her PhD dissertation, she 
interviewed 34 individuals with migration experiences developing 
a business or social project. She was particularly interested in the 
inequalities that have affected the life trajectories and entrepreneurial 
careers of her interviewees. In order to develop a collaborative approach 
with practitioners in the field, she conducted her research in partnership 
with an organization supporting migrant and refugee entrepreneurs in 
Zurich. 

In addition, the comic builds on theoretical reflections and empirical 
observations by the project members Yvonne Riaño, Laure Sandoz, and 
Lorena Izaguirre, who carried out ethnographic research on migrant 
entrepreneurship in Colombia, Spain, and Peru.

To develop the storyline of the comic, the research team shared their 
ideas and empirical material with the urbanist and illustrator Jean 
Leveugle, from the studio “Savoirs Ambulants”. He helped them 
transform their scientific data into a story accessible to the broader 
public, and created the aesthetic universe of the comic.

In the following pages, we provide references and links to go further, 
including a list of publications by the research team and information 
about the organizations that have inspired and/or supported this project. 

More information on the research project:   
https://nccr-onthemove.ch/projects/migrant-entrepreneurship-mapping-cross-

border-mobilities-and-exploring-the-role-of-spatial-mobility-capital/

More information on the studio “Les Savoirs Ambulants”:
https://www.lessavoirsambulants.fr/

ANNEX



Christina Mittmasser studied sociology 
and human geography with a special interest 
in migration and the (re)production of social 
inequalities across borders. Motivated to find a 
creative way to make her research visible and give 
something back to her research participants, she 
initiated this comic project and the collaboration 
with Jean Leveugle. 
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Blogs

Mittmasser (2022) Migrants’ collective attempts to counter economic exclusion. nccr –  on the 
move Blog. 
https://nccr-onthemove.ch/blog/migrants-collective-attempts-to-counter-economic-
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ABOUT THE AUTHORS PUBLICATIONS BY THE RESEARCH TEAM

Laure Sandoz is an anthropologist and migra-
tion specialist interested in how mobile people 
are affected by the internationalization of labor 
markets and the emergence of more flexible 
forms of work. She is also a comic lover who 
enjoys building bridges between science and the 
arts and integrating emotions into knowledge 
production processes.

Yvonne Riaño is a social geographer specialized 
in migration studies. She is particularly interested 
in the labour market barriers of migrants and 
their coping strategies. She is passionate about 
participatory research methods and uses short 
films as a means of communicating the realities 
experienced by migrants, particularly women.

Jean Leveugle is an author of scientific  
comics. After graduating in geography at the 
École Normale Supérieure in Paris and studying 
at the École Estienne, he created the studio  
“Savoirs Ambulants” in Rennes, dedicated to the 
mediation of knowledge through illustrations 
and comics. He is particularly interested in wri-
ting narratives that promote the understanding 
of social phenomena through the experiences 
and analyses of the concerned individuals  
themselves.



Organizations working with 
migrant entrepreneurs
 
Capacity
Talent & Startup incubator for people with 
refugee and migrant backgrounds in Zurich
https://www.capacityzurich.ch/

Singa Switzerland
Business incubator for people with refugee and 
migrant backgrounds in Zurich and Geneva
https://singaswitzerland.ch/

Crescenda
Entrepreneurship centre for migrant women in 
Basel
https://www.crescenda.ch/

Autonomía
Cleaning platform cooperative in Zurich
https://autonomia-kooperative.ch/
  

General information on migrant 
entrepreneurship

UNCTAD, IOM, UNHCR (2018) Policy guide on 
entrepreneurship for migrants and refugees. 
https://publications.iom.int/books/policy-
guide-entrepreneurship-migrants-and-
refugees

OECD, EU (2021) The missing entrepreneurs 
2021: Policies for inclusive entrepreneurship 
and self-employment. 
https://doi.org/10.1787/71b7a9bb-en
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The entrepreneurial dream – who is it for? 
Do you have to be an innovative and 
successful entrepreneur to be welcome in 
Switzerland?

Luisa, a Colombian fashion designer based 
in Zurich, reflects on these questions. 
Through her experiences and encounters, 
she raises awareness of the obstacles along 
the entrepreneurial path and challenges 
simplistic success stories. This comic is 
the result of a research project conducted 
at the University of Neuchâtel.


