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Why make software citable?
• Software is a scientific product, and should 

be recognized as such
• Lowering the bar for humans to do so
• Enabling machines to recognize software 

metadata

• Credit where credit is due: an important part 
of scientific integrity

• Remove the need for an accompanying 
journal publication 

(hello 21st century!)
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What more can we achieve?

• Improving software findability
• No confusion about the precise software used…
• …or its version!

• Increasing scientific reproducibility
• Retrieve specific software versions in archived format



Where to start?

How to cite, 
what?
Metadata?



Enabling research software citation

Provide citation 
information in a 
standardized format Archive software snapshots 

with persistent identifiers 
(e.g. DOI – Digital Object 
Identifier)



Citation File Format

.cff



Persistent identifiers

• Archive snapshots of research software for reproducibility 
• Version-specific persistent identifiers (e.g. DOI) 
• Automatic archiving upon release (Zenodo)



Citing software



Ready?

• Log in to GitHub
• Choose a repository you want to work with

OR

• Make a new repository 

NB! A GitHub repository is optional for step         , but you will need it for step        .



Generating your CITATION.cff

1. Go to: bit.ly/cffinit
2. Press CREATE and follow the steps
3. Download your CITATION.cff



sandbox.zenodo.org

(Zenodo is forever. For today’s purposes we’ll be playing in the sandbox. 
For actual projects, go to zenodo.org.)



Find your project, then flip the switch:

Go to GitHub, and create a new release:



Initialize a CITATION.cff at:
https://citation-file-format.github.io/cff-initializer-javascript/

Find these tutorials:

Guide for archiving GitHub repository with Zenodo:
https://guides.github.com/activities/citable-code/

https://citation-file-format.github.io/cff-initializer-javascript/
https://guides.github.com/activities/citable-code/
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