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Advances in methodology of network meta—analysis (20): sample size calculation and precision assessment
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[Abstract]| This review introduces the methods of calculating sample size required in network meta—analysis,
including the approaches for the effective number of trials, the effective sample size and the equivalent sample size.
Given the intrinsic link between sample size and estimate precision, we further introduce the precision assessment

in GRADE system for network meta—analysis. It is recommended that whether sample size available in the network

meta—analysis satisfies the requirements for statistical power should be usually assessed, which would be helpful for

the grading assessment of evidence precision.
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