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Advances in methodology of network meta—analysis (19): Informative prior based on external evidence
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[Abstract] Focusing on the topic of heterogeneity in the field of medical research evidence integration,
this paper introduces the types of prior distribution of heterogeneity and the helpful experience of using external
evidence to establish informative prior of heterogeneity, and further focuses on the variance—covariance matrix of
heterogeneity to describe four commonly used models of heterogeneity estimation. It is expected to help readers
master how to use external empirical data as a priori information of heterogeneous variance to obtain more robust
estimations of network meta analysis.
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