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Abstract

The primary objective of this article is to interrogate Sino-Africa trade relations and questions if Africa a passive receiver
of both Chinese and Western influence? This paper is divided into four sections. The first section of the paper outlines the African
Continental Free Trade Agreement (AFCTA). It is followed by a discussion of the political factors, driving Africa’s desire for greater
integration. The second section explains the potential trade impacts of the AfCFTA on African states and illustrates the rationale
and appetite for the AfCFTA. Section three examines bilateral relations with third-parties, with a focus on China, speculating about
the future of Sino-African trade relations and the AfCFTA. Finally, section four concludes the study. The discussion and findings
suggest the following. Firstly, that African officials perceive the role of China in a positive light, and China is seen as a fellow
developing country. Secondly, African leaders laud China for its contribution to the growth of African nations and their economic
development. Thirdly, however, China is criticized for poor working conditions, this section should read and is seen to negotiate is
seen to negotiate unfair deals and for some scholars China perpetuates the neo-colonial relationship and, in some countries, there
have been violent protests against China. This study encompassed a qualitative, exploratory approach, which relied heavily on both
primary and secondary sources of data.
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1. Introduction

The AfCFTA was signed in Kigali by 44 members of regional economic communities from
the African continent on 21 March 2018. 54 of the 55 African Union states had signed the agree-
ment, with Eritrea the only country not to do so [1]. AfCFTA was officially established in May
2019, it started trading on 1 January 2021. All AfCFTA-related negotiations are being coordinated
by the African Union Commission’s Department of Trade and Industry [2].

The objectives of the African Continental Free Trade Agreement (AfCFTA): is to Deepen
regional economic integration and integrate the African market [3]; propel Africa’s industrialisa-
tion and structural transformation; view cooperation rather than unilateralism as the most import-
ant path to intensifying regional economic integration, increased local and global trade, securing
economies of scale and market access [3—6].

The geostrategy of the AfCFTA and the African Union suggests that a united Africa will
promote the continent’s interests on the global stage, the continent’s states have reaffirmed [7, 8].
However, theoretically, African states may gain better trade deals with third parties like China if
they negotiate as a bloc [9-11]. In practice, the large number of African states, and the diversity of
their trade interests, makes negotiating as a bloc much more likely if a single entity can represent
them in such negotiations [12]. But no institution has a mandate to represent African states in this
way [12—-15]. The AfCFTA Agreement does not establish any supranational institutions, nor does it
grant treatymaking power to the AfCFTA Secretariat or to the AU [12, 14]. In short, the AfCFTA
does not create a body to negotiate trade agreements on behalf of African states

African Union (AU) Commission Deputy Chairperson proposed joint collaboration to de-
velop modalities for continental cooperation on trade, indicating that such collaboration would be
“fully aligned” with the AfCFTA and deepen economic integration in Africa [15]. There is, there-
fore, a need to explore if and how the establishment of the AfCFTA might alter Africa’s external
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trade dynamics with China and other partners, and, if at all, how the AfCFTA might create the
conditions for African countries to forge trade agreements with China and other partners as a bloc.

Specifically, this study focuses on the potential for advancing the prospects of the AfCFTA
in response to trade agreements with the African continent. In essence, a robust AfCFTA can be
achieved by deepening trade integration through an African integration mode. In particular, the
study explores the rationale and appetite for an AfCFTA. In order for an AfCFTA to achieve deep
integration, commitments must be made, and implementation must be effective in, addressing:
democracy, good governance, human rights, constructive conflicts resolution, gender equality, in-
creasing capacity for dealing with pandemics and security challenges, as well as implementing
operational plans that lead to the peaceful solution of conflict and peace.

The article is divided into four sections. The first section provides some background on the
African Continental Free Trade Agreement, and discusses the main political calculus behind the
decision by African states to join it, focusing on the larger strategic factors, associated with Africa’s
desire for deeper integration. Section two discusses the rationale, African states motivations and
assesses the impact of AfCFTA on them, suggesting the appetite for the AfCFTA. Section three
discussed Sino-Africa bilateral relations and speculates about the future of Africa’s rise. Section
four concludes the study.

The primary objective of this article is to interrogate Sino-Africa Relations and questions if
Africa a passive receiver of both Chinese and Western influence?

2. Materials and Methods

The study employed a qualitative approach to the study, examining primary and secondary
literature, including national statistics, government reports, journal articles, and interview docu-
ments. First, a literature review was conducted in order to collect, search, and evaluate definitions,
theories, policies, viewpoints, principles, methods, and other research findings, as well as to collect
statistics from municipal institutions. AfCFTA trade advances as well as bilateral relations be-
tween African member states and China were examined in the study. Many different sources were
reviewed, including documentaries, reports, press releases, manuscripts, articles, the Internet and
reports, pertaining to the AfCFTA and regional trade agreements.

3. Results

3. 1. Background on the study

In exploring China’s engagement with Africa, it is perceived as similar to colonial-era
extractive relations [16—18]. Some argue, on the other hand, that these relations are quite differ-
ent because the Chinese government does not coerce African governments into trade relations.
Furthermore, many of the Chinese projects on the continent focus on infrastructure like ports,
even though it can also be argued, that these projects are geared toward commodity trade with
China [19-21]. To study the relationship between a country (China) and a whole continent (Afri-
ca) is therefore bound to produce varied results. African countries will naturally merge and de-
viate from each other in their interactions with China, suggesting to refer to China’s engagement
with all 54 African countries may not be entirely helpful, as countries on the continent exist at
various levels of development [21, 22]. Hence ascribing the problems of some countries to the
whole continent could lead to unsatisfactory generalizations. The idea that China-Africa rela-
tions exist implies political and economic homogeneity across the continent, which is far from
the truth [23, 24]. As even within a single country, different political parties will have variations
in their policy orientation toward China [25-27]. Furthermore, the ancestors of Chinese-born
South Africans (SABCs) started arriving in South Africa in small numbers as early as the late
1870s, highlighting those migrant laborers from China have contributed significantly to the Af-
rican economy for over a century, suggesting that China has been doing business in Africa for
the longest time [28]. Contrary to what Western media portrays, African views are varied. A dif-
ference in attitudes toward China in African countries can be said to be attributed to the extent,
to which politicians have raised the “Chinese problem [29] “ and to the extent, to which Western
media and myths have influenced the subject [30, 31].
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3. 2. The rationale for the African Continental Free Trade Agreement (AfCFTA)

The AfCFTA’s potential outcomes stand to impact 68 million people out of moderate pov-
erty and make African countries more competitive [27]. If implemented fully, the trade pact could
boost regional income by 7 % or $450 billion by 2035 [32]. The AfCFTA will harness develop-
ment and collectively grow economies; enhance competitiveness, which brings about more jobs for
young people, higher wages, better working conditions, and ultimately, a better informal industry,
which accounts 99 % of Africans whose businesses are small and medium, or which include young
entrepreneurs [33].

Furthermore the Agreement paves the way for opportunities for a rapidly growing mid-
dle class, and a young population that allows for more innovation and technological advance-
ments [11, 34]. Importantly the AfCFTA will allow for Africa to produce more finished prod-
ucts as opposed to only exporting natural resources [35], and Africa’s considerations for the
digital economy and how Africa regulates the digital economy and technology [36].

3. 3. The Appetite for the AfCFTA

The AfCFTA is meant to stimulate economic development, increasing trade within Africa
countries. Where 97 percent of trade across African markets is tariff-free, there are reduced trade bar-
riers and services are liberalized. By reducing trade costs, countries will be able to join international
value chains more easily [37]. Furthermore the AfCFTA aims at developing the manufacturing sector
and diversifying the economy away from agricultural and natural resource-based economies and
promote the development of the manufacturing sector [38, 39]. Essentially, what remains at the heart
of the AfCFTA is the building of cross-border value chains, exchanging regional industrial produc-
tion and increasing its socio-economic welfare [40]. The suggested benefits of the AfCFTA include
$16.1 billion in welfare gains, GDP growth of 1-3 %, employment growth of 1.2 %, intra-Africa trade
growth of 33 %, and a reduction in the continent’s trade deficit of 50 % [41]

In 2020, Asia and Pacific had the most trade agreements with 42. It is followed by South
Asia with 12 trade agreements and Central Asia with 7 trade agreements (Fig. 1).

| Middle East ' '
Asia and the and NMorth |Sub-Saharan| North South

Regions Pacific South Asia | Central Asia|  Africa Africa Europe America America
Asia and the Pacific 42 ‘ ‘ . I
South Asia 12 7
Central Asia 7 2 15
Middle East and North Africa 3 3 9 2
Sub-Saharan Africa 1 1 42 6
Europe 13 1 29 19 7 31
North America 8 2 1 10 1 1
South America 26 4 2 4 2 28 26

Fig. 1. Inter- and Intra-Regional Trade Agreements, 2020
Source: World Trade Organization [42]
https://rtais.wto.org/Ul/PublicMaintainRTAHome.aspx

In 2020, 61 % of goods were exported from the rest of the world to Africa. Imports consti-
tuted mainly of manufactured goods. In 2020, Africa exported 38 percent of the goods. Exports
constituted mainly of mineral fuels and raw products (Fig. 2).

In concluding on this section of the study, in 2020%*, intra-African exports accounted for 62
billion US dollars, which was 16 percent of the continent’s overall exports. Within Africa, exports
declined by 27 % in 2019 and by 21 % in 2020. Furthermore, approximately 17 percent of intra-Af-
rican exports are mineral fuels, followed by machinery (5 %), precious stones (5 %), ores (4 %)
and copper (4 %) [43]. In terms of world exports of cereals, soap, milling products, explosives
and photographic equipment, intra-African exports make up the majority. Suggesting that African
exports comprise largely of natural resources, such as raw materials and semi-finished good, with
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third party exports to the continent, comprising largely of finished goods. An imbalance in imports
therefore affects the economies of African states by affecting GDP, exchange rates, inflation, and
interest rates. Local traders, businesses, as well as women and youth are also affected by this. This
argument highlights the appetite and rationale for the AfCFTA and its objectives for the African
continent and its people.
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Fig. 2.Intra-Africa imports and exports
Source: ITC TradeMap 2021, tralac calculations [43]
https://www.tralac.org/documents/resources/booklets/4483-afcfta-a-tralac-guide-S8th-edition-march-2022/file. html

3.4. The AfCFTA and Third Parties

Currently, AfCFTA State Parties remain responsible for their own choices and decisions
about trade with third parties. The AfCFTA Agreement provide for supra-national institutions or
bodies with powers to speak on behalf of the collective, such as the AU and RECs, when it comes
to such trade agreements. Hence allowing Nations to sign trade agreement, considering that it does
not violate Regional Economic Communities treaties [44].

It is critical to establish a framework that will serve as the foundation for future discussions
between AfCFTA partner states and third parties. The AfCFTA is primarily a project to promote in-
tra-African trade and also seeks to further the African Union’s Agenda 2063 aspirations [35]. Hence
the full implementation of the AfCFTA will have implications for the African economy at large. Also,
recognizing China, Africa’s foremost trade partner, views the AfCFTA as a ‘win-win’ solution and
arguing that free trade and multilateralism are key foundations to the global system [46, 47]. Certain
African trade experts and officials recognize the “win-win approach” that builds on AfCFTA inte-
gration and simplifies existing trade arrangements between states. Others argue that Africa would
benefit from a united approach to trade negotiations with China and other partners [48, 49].

3. 4. 1. Intra regional trade
Developing and maintaining African regional economic communities at the regional level is

the primary purpose of trade [4]. By their respective treaties, policies, protocols, and agreements,
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most RECs have already taken steps to establish commitment and change and deepening econom-
ic integration on the African continent. In addition, we have witnessed collective action (policy,
protocol, charters, and agreements), and a conscious institutionalisation of and transformation of
(regional economic formation) [50].

3. 4. 2. From external parties

Through the AfCFTA, Africa can engage third parties in formal trading arrangements. The
immediate priority regarding the AfCFTA remains its implementation [51] and its application to
create continental value chains [52], but policymakers on the continent must also develop a lon-
ger-term view towards how it may be optimally used when entering into trade negotiations with
third parties (e. g. by offering greater negotiating power, formalizing tariff liberalisation in strate-
gic sectors, or offering incentives to investors) [53—55].

Africa’s main trading partner in 2019 was the European Union (EU). A substantial 14 per-
cent of trade was generated with China (Fig. 3).

Other 21%

« European Union 34%

- India 5% =

«+ United States 9%

China 14% + Intra-trade 17%

Fig. 3. Africa’s leading trade partners
Source: Statista, 2022 [56].
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1234977/main-trade-partners-of-africa/

The European Union and China are the main imports and exports markets for Africa (Fig. 4).

It will be necessary for China and the EU, who remain the largest trade partners of
Africa, to adjust their policies in response to the political trajectory of the continent, recognis-
ing Nigeria, Egypt, and South Africa and in maturing SADC, ECOWAS, the Community of
Sahel-Saharan States (CEN-SAD) and the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa
(COMESA).

Considering the relationship between the U.S. and other superpowers on the African con-
tinent, one should not overlook relations with the U.S. In retrospect, the Obama administration
prioritized trade over aid in Africa. Under the Obama administration, the U.S. implemented the fol-
lowing initiatives to increase trade between the two countries: Doing Business in Africa (DBIA),
Africa Trade initiative and U. S.-Africa Clean Energy Finance (ACEF), and the Expanded Access
to U.S. Government Tools that Support Our Trade and Investment with Africa. Trade relations with
Africa were renewed as a result of these policies. Further to this, China’s move into the African
continent as a major trading partner led to a backlash against the Trump administration’s Africa
policies [58].
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Fig. 4. African export and import shares with main partners, 2020

Source: Statista [57]

The Chinese have increased their investment in sub-Saharan Africa, particularly through
supply chains and infrastructure projects. During the period January to July 2021, imports from
Africa into China increased by 46.3 %, according to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs [59]. The
number of agricultural products, imported into China from Africa, doubled during the first seven
months of 2020 to include rubber, cotton, and coffee. Chinese trade with Africa has grown 20-fold
in the last 20 years, making China Africa’s largest bilateral trading partner [60].

The BRI Beyond 2020 report, published by Economist Corporate Network with support
from Baker McKenzie and Silk Road Associates, revealed the benefits Chinese financial incen-
tives to African jurisdictions are contributing to these strengthened trade links. The Economist
reports that 33 of Africa’s poorest countries export 97 % of their exports to China without tariffs
or customs duties. According to the report, China’s imports of natural resources from Africa still
dominate bilateral trade. In recent years, China has, however, increased its manufacturing imports
from nations with more diverse economies, such as South Africa.

3.5. Africa & China: An introduction

Africa and China have had long-term relationships: Forum on China-Africa Coopera-
tion (FOCAC). Bearing in mind that China-Africa relations in the present are impacted by the
histories of Chinese immigrant communities on the continent, such as in South Africa. Problematic
misrepresentations, which have resulted in parts of the continent’s long history with China being
omitted [61-63].

Notably, Afro-Asian networking and solidarity against Western neocolonialism flourished
during the Cold War [64].

During this period China became a supporter and ally of African liberation movements
and postcolonial states. Diplomatic meetings like the 195 Asian-African Conference in Bandung,
Indonesia, set the stage for these relationships [65—67].

In the latter half of the twentieth century, a long history of transnational interactions, cul-
minated in the tour of ten African countries, led by Premier Zhou Enlai in 1963 and 1964. Maoism,
a revolutionary and development ideology, gained traction during this time as a result of Chinese
influence. Maoism resonated with African activists and intellectuals due to its emphasis on the
peasantry as a vanguard for change. They perceived themselves to be facing similar conditions
across the continent [68—70].

Julius Nyerere’s Maoist-influenced Tanzanian state and ujamaa program demonstrated how
Chinese approaches to development could inspire African economic projects [71-73]. A strong
Chinese community has existed on the continent for a long time. Chinese immigration to Southern
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and Eastern Africa began over a century ago. These social histories have also largely been absent
from discussions of China-Africa relations [28, 74, 75].

3. 6. Bilateral relations between Africa & China: China’s interest in Africa

FOCAC laid the foundation for continental, regional and bilateral relations between Africa
and China and also for emerging initiatives, such as the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) [76; 77]. To
study the relationship between a country (China) and a whole continent (Africa) is therefore bound
to produce varied results. African countries will naturally merge and deviate from each other in
their interactions with China. To refer to China’s engagement with all 54 African countries may not
be entirely helpful, as countries on the continent exist at various levels of development. Further-
more, ascribing the problems of some countries to the whole continent could lead to unsatisfactory
generalizations. The idea that China-Africa relations exist implies political and economic homo-
geneity across the continent, which is far from the truth. Even within a single country, different
political parties will have variations in their policy orientation toward China

China has four overarching strategic interests in Africa. Firstly, it wants access to natural
resources, especially oil and gas [46]. Chinese oil imports surpassed the United States oil imports
by 2020 [78, 79]. In order to guarantee future oil supply, China invests heavily in countries, such
as Angola, Nigeria, and Sudan [18].

Additionally, the high labor costs in China may make it more difficult to restructure China’s
economy away from labor-intensive industries as it invests in Africa, a huge market for Chinese
exports [80, 81].

Third, China wants to be recognized as a legitimate power. Sino-African relations, accord-
ing to the Chinese government, are important for raising China’s own international influence. The
vast majority of African governments support China’s “One China” policy, which is necessary in
order to attract Chinese aid and investment [80].

Additionally, China’s economic interests are at risk from security-related threats, so the
country has sought a more constructive role as a contributor to stability [82, 83].

3.7. Bilateral relations between Africa & China: African governments interests in China

Through aid, investment, infrastructure development, and trade, African governments look
to China for political legitimacy and political recognition [81, 84]. In some ways, African leaders
hope that China will engage with them in ways that Western governments don’t - by engaging eco-
nomically without preaching about good governance, for example, or investing in high-risk projects
or in remote areas that are not attractive to Western governments or companies. Some Africans
aspire to replicate China’s rapid economic development and believe that their nations can benefit
from China’s recent experience in lifting itself out of poverty [17, 85].

3. 8. China’s interest in the African Continental Free Trade Agreement

This single market is expected to connect 1.3 billion people across 55 African Union mem-
ber states with a combined gross domestic product, valued at $3.4 trillion [39]. It is estimated, that
by 2022, intra-Africa trade could rise by 52 %32 through the elimination of import duties and could
more than double thanks to the removal of non-tariff barriers [41]. As a result of the AfCFTA,
90 % of tariff offers and 34 service proposals have been approved, contributing to regional trade
integration [86, 87].

Approximately 30 million people will be lifted out of poverty by the continental free trade
area by 2035, according to a World Bank report. This means that by 2030, African countries will
have combined consumer and business spending power of $6.7 trillion. Having the largest manu-
facturing hub in the world, China has a vested interest in working with the AfCFTA and selling
goods at the lowest possible price into this market [88, 89].

However, consequently, the AfCFTA could be undermined if China makes its presence felt
in this way by flooding the market with cheap goods [90, 91]. It is still unknown whether China -
under the BRI - plans to shift manufacturing to Africa and improve infrastructure along transport
corridors, a move that could bring efficiencies and development gains to Africa [91-93].
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4. Discussion

Chinese trade with Africa has grown 20-fold in the last 20 years, making China Africa’s
largest bilateral trading partner. The Chinese have increased their investment in sub-Saharan Af-
rica, particularly through supply chains and infrastructure projects. During the period January
to July 2021; imports from Africa into China increased by 46.3 %, according to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and the number of agricultural products, imported into China from Africa, doubled
during the first seven months of 2020 to include rubber, cotton, and coffee [59].

Bearing this in mind, firstly, African officials perceive the role of China in a positive light [94].
Secondly, African leaders perceive China as a fellow developing country [95]. Lastly, African leaders
laud China for its contribution to the growth of African nations [96, 97].

However China has also been criticized for poor working conditions. As China has been seen
by some to negotiate unfair deals [28, 98]. For some China has been seen to perpetuate the neo-co-
lonial relationships [98] and in some countries, there have been violent protests against China [46].

Interrogating Sino-Africa Relations: The benefits and hinderances

Kenya’s rail project is the largest, and China is developing a free trade zone in Djibouti. The
Ethiopian rail project is also a way to connect with Djibouti, one of the world>s most important trading
centers. Thus, Chinese investment in Africa will ensure long-term economic development [75, 99—-101].

China officials insist most of Africa’s debt is not the result of Beijing-funded projects, which
is true. The main issue with Chinese investment in Africa is the debt crisis in Africa. Nevertheless,
Chinese investments in Africa are not unwarranted [102—104]. Prior to adding more debt to Afri-
ca’s stockpile, there are many deficits in other areas that need to be addressed. Chinese exports to
Africa nations totaled $82.6 billion last year, while imports totaled $54.3 billion. Although China is
currently Africa’s largest single trading partner (the EU is technically the biggest), the relationship
with China leaves Africa with a significant trade deficit.

In discussing Sino-African relations, it is important to examine how China has responded
to this reaction. Sino-African relations have been rebalanced after Beijing changed its policies
in response to Africa’s concerns. In addition to promoting Chinese soft power, culture, and peo-
ple-to-people exchanges, these modifications will include an increased emphasis on sustainability
in the economic and trade relationship. Chinese elites acknowledge that their increasing presence
on the continent has negative consequences. If China adjusts its policies, it will benefit its African
partners as well as itself. China’s cultural ties and aggressive outreach should lead to greater public
support [103, 105, 106].

Africa’s leading trade partner: China

Sino-African trade has traditionally been about infrastructure and development in exchange
for natural resources, but the trends are changing. China’s demand for resources should be damp-
ened by the shift in demographics [107, 108].

Chinese labor, exported to Africa, could eventually become more attractive than African
labor in China-funded infrastructure projects. As can be seen, there are a number of African com-
panies, expanding in China, especially joint ventures. Africa and China’s economic relations are
just beginning to change, which presents opportunities for investors who keep an eye on these
changes [109, 110].

To effectively and efficiently negotiate a free trade agreement (FTA) with China, three major
shifts are required: first, African states must consider the creation of an African customs union with
a common external tariff (CET); secondly, African states must aspire to negotiate and conclude a
reciprocal FTA with China’s trading bloc. In addition, the AU (or another body) would need to receive
the formal mandate to represent this African bloc in trade negotiations with China [77, 111-113]. How
realistic is it to expect these shifts to occur, even in the long term? Are these shifts more likely to
materialize if the AfCFTA is enacted or will it be enacted? How does this impact those who support
continent-to-continent free trade agreements? Chinese policies must adapt to Africa’s political tra-
jectory in order to bring about positive change. Recognizing Nigeria, Egypt, and South Africa, and
the maturation of SADC, ECOWAS, the Community of Sahel-Saharan States (CEN-SAD) and the
Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) and other Recessions. In retrospect,
China prioritized trade over aid or infrastructure in Africa. In addition to Doing Business in Afri-
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ca, the Africa Trade initiative and China-Africa Clean Energy Finance, China must also consider the
following elements [114]. Furthermore, it is important to bear in mind, that when considering bilateral
relations with other countries, such as the U.S., China’s move to become a major trading partner on
the African continent, led to a backlash against Trump administration’s Africa policies [115, 116].

African states considerations

In expounding on the recommendations of this study, it is therefore up to the African coun-
tries to make good use of their relations with China. African leaders’ ability to use their power for
the benefit of their people remains to be seen. Generally, the relationship has been beneficial for
African countries as well as the global economy.

An African customs union would need to be established. These changes are likely to be
thwarted, however, by various factors of political economy. Creating a continental customs union
will be complicated by African states’ ambivalence toward deeper integration. In order to support
the implementation of the AfCFTA and related African integration processes, supporters of a con-
tinent-to-continent FTA should focus their efforts on improving trade relations between the EU and
Africa. A future FTA between continents could be made possible by such efforts.

African member states of the AfCFTA would need to revisit how Africa looks at Sino-Af-
rica relations. The topic of China-Africa relations presents an opportunity to rethink the territorial
parameters of African studies. In particular, it can help shift attention away from the Atlantic world
as the dominant focal point of connections between Africa and the wider world. The problem is that
current scholarship and public opinion have often drifted into old frameworks and colonial motifs.
To take one example, China’s ambitions have frequently been construed as part of a new ‘Scramble
for Africa’ with African countries falling victim once more to an outside global power. Another
example is the uncritical use of the Orientalist stereotype of ‘dragon’ to symbolise China and its
perceived aggressiveness. In order to align their national development priorities with the offers of
rival partners, African governments should analyze the options that are available. To begin with,
“take-it-all” mentalities should be avoided when accepting opportunistic, short-term offers.

Governments in Africa should take a more comprehensive and integrated approach to devel-
opment. By diversifying partners, states can become less constrained by their more recent relation-
ship with China or their older relationship with other partners, such as France.

In addition, geopolitical rivalry is also taking place in Southeast Asia and Latin America.
African governments may find it helpful to learn how some of these governments deal with this
phenomenon. The African bureaucracy needs to improve its ability to deal with China, Russia, Tur-
key, and India if it is to implement a coherent strategy. Develop a pool of experts with knowledge
of their culture, dialects, and operating methods. In the short term, African leaders can rely on the
language and expertise of former students, trained in these universities. Governments in Africa
should pursue a trilateral or quadrilateral partnership between new and traditional partners to ben-
efit from the best of both worlds. China and France have, for example, partnered on infrastructure
projects in Africa. Different types of collaboration can help companies access additional pools of
funding and avoid duplicating efforts. In addition, African governments should consider the views
of their citizens on this subject.

Specific to China and Africa today, is the rethinking of ‘Africanness’ can provide a way of.

Governments in Africa should adopt a more comprehensive and integrated approach. States
can also become less constrained by their old relationship with France or their new relationship
with China by diversifying their partners through a strategic and selective approach. In the reposi-
tioning of China-African relations, trade rhetoric can be replaced by a focus on the local histories of
African-Chinese communities that predate our global present. An updated Afro-Asian ethos could
provide a remedy for such problems and foster new forms of community and internationalism. Ad-
ditionally, including the historic presence of Chinese communities in African identity could pro-
mote and sustain more meaningful understandings of transnational connections for a longer period
of time. The AfCFTA must rethink how it views Africa’s relationship with China beyond historical
cliches, which depict African countries as always helping outside powers. Africa and China have
a long history of substantive networking and cosmopolitan conviviality that makes this possible.
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A qualitative study was conducted. AfCFTA phase-by-phase implementation was not dis-
cussed in this study. It mainly focused on AfCFTA and China as a third party, doing business and
conducting trade with African states

The prospects for further research. The results of this study may inform future research
on how African traders, such as youth, women and disabled individuals, can influence trade agree-
ments, which in turn may affect trade and economic growth across regions and communities.
Moreover, a comparative analysis of the AfCFTA with other regional trade agreements could ben-
efit the advancement of Africa’s trade agreement prospects.

5. Conclusion

The article discussed and analysed the AfCFTA’s geostrategic importance amid insecurity as the
results in increased coups in fragile African states. In addition, the study examined the role, played by
the RECs in promoting increased trade and security within Africa. According to the study findings, Af-
CFTA's strategy can have a significant impact on the peace and security of member countries. AfCFTA
cannot be successful and advance opportunities unless Africa’s RECs are involved. Through these re-
gional bodies, a greater amount of intraregional trade among African states could be enabled, which are
lacking at present, while a more secure environment could be created. Africa can draw many lessons
from the East Asian model if it is compared to other emerging markets and free trade agreements.

While it may still be early days for the African continent, booming emerging economies like
South Africa, Nigeria, and Egypt play a key role in the regions’ economic gains and peace and se-
curity status. It goes without saying that a lot of work needs to be done to encourage small and me-
dium enterprises, young entrepreneurs, and female entrepreneurs to be more active in intraregional
and extraregional trade. In addition, there are many opportunities for extraregional trade, which
would quite essentially make the AfCFTA the largest trade agreement that could transform Africa
into the epicenter of global trade. This refers to the challenges, surrounding peace and security on
the African continent, overdependence on natural resources, and a lack of essential infrastructure,
including electricity, water, and sanitation. Expounding more on this, the preparation of Africa for
the digital economy and gig economy should also be taken.

In the study, it is concluded, that due to the AfCFTA’s geostrategic advantages and potential
for economic integration, Africa stands to benefit from the agreement. As the AfCFTA has the po-
tential to increase Africa’s economic integration, which could propel African emerging markets to
be poised to become China-like in the near future. Suggesting, the AfCFTA could well set Africa
on a trajectory that surpasses many other free trade agreements around the world.

For African nations, the biggest concern is that China has both the power and the finances
to make them economically dependent on it. They are already doing so to a certain extent, since
nobody else is pumping in as much money into African infrastructure projects. In the Western
media, it’s being portrayed as a ploy, but whether it’s truthful is a different story. In an economy on
the verge of peaking, Africa appears to be the only major investment opportunity left.

Moreover, it provides China with a solid platform to expand its political and economic in-
fluence beyond Asia and into the fast-growing continent of Africa, which is set to surpass China as
the world’s most populous continent. It remains to be seen how mutually beneficial this relationship
will be for both African and Chinese interests.
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