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2. LICENSING 
AND COPYRIGHT

Librarians can play a key role in identifying and curating 
high-quality OER collections for specific disciplines.
Below is a set of resources to help you find relevant OER
and evaluate their quality.1.
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An open licence is essential for an educational resource to be
‘open’. An open licence on an educational resource tells other
educators that the 5 R’s of open education are enabled: that
the resource can be reused, retained, revised, remixed and
redistributed (David Wiley’s definition). 
These can be used in addition to rights such as quotation and
educational use that will often exist according to international
and national copyright law.

In order to engage in open educational
practices, librarians should become
familiar with and practice the skills
needed to design and develop OER and
share them openly. 

Librarians can have many different roles in Open
Education, beyond simply providing access to resources.
They can be OER champions in their institutions;
contribute to policymaking around open education;
provide practical support in the creation of OER and
much more. 

OPEN EDUCATION
LIBRARIANSHIP: 
A LEARNING PATH

If you are a librarian interested in
getting started with Open
Education, you need information
about Open Education Practices
(OEP) and Open Pedagogy, 
and you can use Open Educational
Resources to provide and create
freely accessible learning
materials. 

What are the characteristics of OER? 
Download the 5Rs infographic. What are the differences
between Open Educational Resources and Open Access
resources?
This learning path will guide you through various aspects
of finding and developing OER and will help you know
more about the Benefits of Open Education. 
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http://opencontent.org/definition/
https://open.teachingandlearning.ie/what-is-open-education/
https://open.teachingandlearning.ie/oep/
https://open.teachingandlearning.ie/oep/
https://open.teachingandlearning.ie/oep-and-open-pedagogy/
https://open.teachingandlearning.ie/oer/
https://nsufl.libguides.com/oer/5rs
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/courses-images/wp-content/uploads/sites/3065/2018/06/23165027/5RsofOER_Infographic.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/courses-images/wp-content/uploads/sites/3065/2018/06/23165027/5RsofOER_Infographic.pdf
https://library.fvtc.edu/OA/vsOER
https://library.fvtc.edu/OA/vsOER
https://zenodo.org/record/5906818
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Algonquin College License
Matching Activity
National Forum for the
Enhancement of Teaching
and Learning Open Licensing
Toolkit
Clare Sewell (Cambridge
University Library): Creative
Commons Card Game

Tools: 

Virginia Tech Open Education
Library Guide: Find OER (By
discipline)
OER Resources from Spain’s
CEDEC (English, Spanish, &
Basque)
OERInfo (Germany ): Evaluating the
Quality of OER (German) 

Guides: 
National Forum for the
Enhancement of Teaching and
Learning: Finding and
Evaluating OER
ISKME: Evaluating OER: Quality
criteria and rubrics

Tools: 

The Dutch Research Council’s
Guide on Creative Commons for
Scholarly Publications and
Educational Resources 
CUNY: The OER Starter Kit
Workbook Copyright and Open
Licensing chapter
OERInfo (Germany): CC0
Licences (German)

Guides: 

Pub101: Open Textbook
Publishing Orientation
National Forum for the
Enhancement of Teaching and
Learning: Creating OER
College Libraries Ontario
Learning Portal:OER Toolkit-
Creating OER

Guides:
H5P
Guía de creación de REA con
eXeLearning (Guide to OER
creation with eXeLearning -
Spanish
MERLOT’s Content Builder

Tools: 

OER: A Field Guide for
Academic Librarians
SPARC Europe (2021). Open
Education in European
Libraries of Higher Education
Librarians as open Education
Advocates

Guides/ Reports: 
OER Campus Policy
Development Tool
The CARE Framework

Tools: 
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https://plato.algonquincollege.com/ac-Library/OER/license-matching-activity/story_html5.html
https://hub.teachingandlearning.ie/resource/the-national-forum-open-licensing-toolkit/
https://doi.org/10.17613/8evp-5412
https://guides.lib.vt.edu/oer/subjects
https://cedec.intef.es/recursos/
https://oer-contentbuffet.info/edu-sharing/components/collections?mainnav=false&viewType=1&id=7ef8b493-6602-4f01-a66f-1bc595bb065b
https://library.ric.edu/oer/collections
https://open.teachingandlearning.ie/finding-and-evaluating-oer/
https://tlp-lpa.ca/ld.php?content_id=34114519
https://zenodo.org/record/4741966#.YfFhVfjLeUk
https://cuny.manifoldapp.org/read/the-oer-starter-kit-workbook/section/e559b19c-6eef-4b77-92a2-ad2a7ca3ea26
https://open-educational-resources.de/was-die-cc0-freigabe-bedeutet-und-welche-moeglichkeiten-sie-eroeffnen/
https://canvas.umn.edu/courses/106630/pages/getting-help?module_item_id=1306047
https://open.teachingandlearning.ie/3-creating-oer/
https://tlp-lpa.ca/oer-toolkit/creating
https://h5p.org/
https://descargas.intef.es/cedec/proyectoedia/guias/contenidos/guia_rea_exe/index.html
https://descargas.intef.es/cedec/proyectoedia/guias/contenidos/guia_rea_exe/index.html
http://www.merlot.org/
https://commons.pacificu.edu/work/sc/0dd08078-cb6f-47a7-9a5f-8bc7b1566050
https://zenodo.org/record/5734980#.Yf1cB_inzIV
https://openedadvocates.pressbooks.com/
http://policy.lumenlearning.com/
https://careframework.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/



