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Rev. Dr. Michael Harvey Koplitz 

 

The Goal of this project: 

This research project will examine the 150 psalms for the spiritual awareness each 

Psalm offers. Each Psalm will be examined by its language and the commentary 

of the Sages. The spiritual awareness analysis will be done in alignment with Ari’s 

definition of the Tree of life, the Book of Creation, and the Zohar. Each verse 

of the Psalm will be rewritten using the intent of the language and spiritual 

commentary to convey its spiritual lesson.  

 

The Main Resources:  

The Zohar 

   The Book of Creation 

   Ari’s writing on the Tree of Life and the Ten Sefirot 

   The Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament 

   Samson Hirsch’s commentary on the Psalms 

Tehillim – Psalms – A new translation with a commentary 

anthologized from the Talmudic and rabbinic sources 

Accordance Bible Software 
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Psalm 95 

New American Standard 1995 

 
Psa. 54:0   For the choir director; on stringed 
instruments. A †Maskil of David, °when the 
Ziphites came and said to Saul, “Is not David 
hiding himself among us?” 
 
Psa. 54:1     Save me, O God, by aYour name,  
 And 1vindicate me by bYour power. 
2   aHear my prayer, O God;  
 bGive ear to the words of my mouth. 
3   For strangers have arisen against me  
 And bviolent men have csought my 1life;  
 They have dnot set God before them.
 2Selah. 
 
Psa. 54:4     Behold, aGod is my helper;  
 The Lord is 1the bsustainer of my soul. 
5   1He will arecompense the evil to 2my foes;  
 3bDestroy them cin Your 4faithfulness. 
 
Psa. 54:6     1aWillingly I will sacrifice to You;  
 I will give bthanks to Your name, O 
LORD, for it is good. 
7   For 1He has adelivered me from all 
2trouble,  
 And my eye has blooked with satisfaction 
upon my enemies. 

Hebrew 

   

Psa. 54:1   למְַנצֵַּחַ֥ בִּנגְיִנתֹ֗ משַׂכְִּי֥ל
  לדְָודִֽ׃

  
Psa. 54:2   ּא הַזּ֭יִפִים ויַּאֹמְר֣וফ֣בְּב

 3לשְׁאָ֑וּל הֲלאֹ֥ דָו֝דִ֗ מִסְתַּתֵּר֥ עמִָּנֽוּ׃  
עֵנ֑יִ וּבִגבְוּרָתְ֥ۨ  אֱ֭۩הִים בְּשׁמְִ֣ۨ הফשׁיִ

ֽ ניִ׃   אֱ֭۩הִים שׁמְַע֣ תְּפִלּתִָי֑   4תְדִינֵ
כִּי֤ זרִָי֨ם ׀   5הַ֝אֲזיִ֗נהָ לאְִמְרֵי־פִיֽ׃ 

קָ֤מוּ עלַָ֗י ועְָֽ֭רִיציִם בּקִשְׁוּ֣ נפְַשִׁי֑ לאֹ֤  
הִנּהֵ֣   6שָׂ֨מוּ אֱ۩הִי֖ם לנְגֶדְָּם֣ סֶלֽהָ׃ 

בְּסֹֽמְכֵי֥   אֱ֭۩הִים עֹזרֵ֣ לִי֑ אֲד֝נֹיָ֗
ישফָׁב [ישִָׁי֣ב] הָרַ֭ע לשְׁרְֹרָי֑   7נפְַשִׁיֽ׃  

בִּנדְָבָה֥   8בּאֲַ֝מִתְּۨ֗ הַצמְִיתֵםֽ׃ 
אֶזבְּחְהָ־לָּ֑ۧ אফ֤דֶה שּׁמְִ֖ۨ יהְוָה֣ כִּי־ 

כִּי֣ מִכָּל־צרָָ֭ה הצִּיִלָנ֑יִ   9טফֽב׃  
  וּבְ֝אֹיבְַי֗ רָאתֲָה֥ עֵיניִֽ׃
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Psalm 54:0 
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Psalm 54:1 
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bPs 37:17, 24; 41:12; 51:12; 145:14; Is 41:10 
 
Psalm 54:5 
1Lit The evil will return 
2Or those who lie in wait for me 
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bPs 59:10; 92:11; 112:8; 118:7 
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Targum 

 

Psa. 54:1 For praise, with a hymn. Good teaching composed by David. 
 
Psa. 54:2 When the men of Ziph came and said to Saul, “Is not David hiding with us?” 
3 O God, by your name redeem me, and by the strength of your might judge me. 4 O 

LORD, accept my prayer; listen to the utterance of my mouth. 5 For arrogant men have 

risen against me, and powerful men have sought my life; they have not put God before 

them forever. 6 Behold, the LORD is my helper, the LORD is among the supports of 

my soul. 7 May evil return to those who oppress me; in your faithfulness bring them 

low. 8 With an offering I will sacrifice in your presence; I will give thanks to your name, 

O LORD, for it is good. 9 For he has delivered me from every trouble; and my eye has 

seen vengeance against my enemies. 
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Spiritual Awareness 

 

The spiritual rewrite for the verses is in bold. 

 

 
Introduction 

An entire community is ruined by gossip, according to this Psalm. The treachery of 

the Ziphites surpassed Doeg from Psalm 53. These people were from the tribe of 

Judah. Therefore, they were relatives of David. They betrayed David to King Saul. 

Saul was surprised that any Judeans would betray David, who was from the tribe of 

Judah.  

 

Superscript 

This Psalm was written to the Sefirah Netzah, who gives victory through the power 

of music.  

To the Sefirah Netzach, who grants victory through the power of music, 

an instrument of David, when the Ziphites came and said to Saul, “Is not 

David hiding among us?” 

 

Verse one 

David was fleeing from his father-in-law King Saul. He was forced to live in the woods 

because he was betrayed by his fellow tribesmen. David appealed to the LORD for 

the qualities of Divine sovereignty and hope for salvation.  

O God, grant me salvation by Your Name, and champion my right by Your 

might.  
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Verse two 

David calls upon the LORD’s justice.  

Hear my prayer; incline Your ear to the words of my mouth. 

 

Verse three 

יקָמ֤וּ עלַָ֗   כִּי֤ זרִָי֨ם ׀   (key zarim kamu ala) – means “for strangers have risen against 

me.” These men with whom David never had any dealings before and therefore have 

no reason to be his enemies, yet they are after him. David wondered why his own 

brothers of Judah were trying to kill him.  

For strangers have risen against me, and bold men have sought my soul; 

they have not set God before themselves.  

 

Verse Four 

David believed that the justice of the LORD’s sovereignty stood by his side. This 

reassured David that he would survive because the LORD appointed him to lead 

Israel.  

Behold, God is at my side, my Master, through those who uphold my soul. 
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Verse five 

David believed that the people helping Saul to kill him had to create false faults in 

him. They were being controlled by Evil Inclination.  

He will repay the evil to those that lie in wait for me; make them numb by 

Your truth. 

 

Verses six and seven 

David envisions himself before the LORD. He pledges himself to the LORD, who 

he knew would save him. 

I shall bring sacrifices unto You with devotion; I shall acknowledge You, 

God, that He is the Good one.  

How He has delivered me out of all trouble and how my eye has seen this 

in the case of my enemies.  
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Complete Psalm Rewrite Emphasizing Spiritual Awareness 

 

O God, grant me salvation by Your Name, and champion my right by Your might.  

Hear my prayer; incline Your ear to the words of my mouth. 

For strangers have risen against me, and bold men have sought my soul; they have not 
set God before themselves. 

Behold, God is at my side, my Master, through those who uphold my soul. 

He will repay the evil to those that lie in wait for me; make them numb by Your truth. 

I shall bring sacrifices unto You with devotion; I shall acknowledge You, God, that He 

is the Good one.  

How He has delivered me out of all trouble and how my eye has seen this in the case 

of my enemies.  
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