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What is agroecology? The AEEU understanding:

As a SCIeNCe, it gives priority to action research, holistic and participatory approaches, and
transdisciplinarity that is inclusive of different knowledge systems.

As a practice, it is based on sustainable use of local renewable resources, local farmers’ knowledge

and priorities, wise use of biodiversity to provide ecosystem services and resilience, and solutions
that provide multiple benefits (environmental, economic, social) from local to global.

As a movement, it defends smallholders and family farming, farmers and rural communities, food

sovereignty, local and short food supply chains, diversity of indigenous seeds and breeds, healthy and
quality food.

...encompassing the whole food system.
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The different “schools of agriculture”

| King, ~1900s ]

Biodynamic agriculture (Human health + soil) (soil biology) (Church of World Messianity)
Steiner, Pfeiffer Organic agriculture Organic-biological agr. Natural farming
~1920s, Germany/Austria Howard, Balfour, J. Rodale Miiller, Biegler, Rusch Okada, Fukuoka
(Anthroposophy) ~1930-40s, UK/USA ~1930s, ~1930s, Japan

Switzerland/Austria

Biological agriculture

_ : : Ul Boucher, Lemaire, |
Eco|0g|ca| agrlculture Regenerative agriculture Aubert, Chaboussou Permaculture

Vogtmann, WUR i, foclle, Predty 1960-70s, France Mollison .
Late 1970-80s, Late 1970-80s, USA ~1970-80s, Australia

Germany/Netherlands
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Alternative agriculture

1970-80s,

Vandermeer, others Agroecology icult
Altieri, Gliessman, Francis agricuiture

1980s, USA/Latin America Late 1980-90s

Sustainable

Selected sources: Ehlers (1999), Darolt (2006), Altieri et al (2016).




Organic and agroecology — the impact of the
organic sector on agroecology, synergies and
drivers

* Itis proved by farmers on millions of hectares;

* There is an increasing amount of traditional
and new knowledge, for different systems
(small to large);

* [tallows (paves the way to) the transition from
existing farming/cropping systems to more
sustainable models;

* There is a strong societal demand for more
sustainable systems from economic,
environmental and social aspects.
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Framework adapted from Lukas Wohnhas (MSc., SLU)

Build a New Global Food

Agroecosystem
Substitute Practices

Increase Efficiency of

Redesign of Agroecosystems

Substitution of
Technologies and Practices

Increase Efficiency within
Existing Farm Configurations

Entry point of
organic
agriculture

How can organic agriculture support the
transition?

» Participation

* Input reduction

* Economic
diversification

» Co-creation of
knowledge

* Social values

and diets

* Fairness

* Land and natural
resource
governance

* Connectivity
* Input reduction

* Recycling
* Animal health

* Biodiversity
* Synergy

* Soil health




Organic x Agroecological?

* Such dichotomy does not exist;

* Both work in synergy;

* Both share more similarities than differences;

* Agroecology is a powerful contribution to address the cllmate blodlver5|ty,
environmental, economic and social challenges the world is facmg
(European Commission - Partnership on agroecology), and organic
agriculture is a crucial step in the conversion and transition ot existing

systems!



A EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION FOR AGROECOLOGY

For more information:

AGROEC OGY EU
A EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION FOR AGROECOLOGY

agroecology-europe.org/

LATEST NEWS...




