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AHHOTALIUS

B pasHble niepuosl ucToprn B A3epOaiikaHe CyliecTBOBAIN Pa3HbIe PEIIMIHH U CUCTEMBI BEpOBaHHMA. 30-
POAcTpU3M 3aHMUMAJ BaKHOE MECTO CPeld PElNUrHi, paCIpOCTPaHEHHBIX HAa TEPPUTOPHHU JIPEBHUX a3zepOaiixaH-
CKHUX rocyaapcTB ATponaTeHbl U AnOaHny. DTa pelurys CBsi3aHa ¢ IMEHEM ee OCHOBaTelsi 30poacTpa.

30poacTpu3M CTal OIHON N3 OCHOBHBIX PEJIUTHII HE TONIbKO B A3epbaiimkane, Ho U B Vpane, Cpenneli A3um,
Wupnn n npyrux paiioHax. 30poacTpu3M M CBSI3aHHBIC C HUM PENUTHO3HBIE U (HUIOCO(CKHAE CHCTEMBI, HECO-
MHCHHO, OKa3aJikd OIIPEACICHHOC BJIMAHUC HA NYJaU3M U XPUCTUAHCTBO.

Yuyenne 30p0acTpu3Ma HAIJIO OTPAKCHUC B ABecte. ABecTa SIBJISETCS OIHUM U3 JIUTCPATYPHBIX TAMATHUKOB
W KHUT, CHUTABIIUXCSA CBALICHHBIMU JPEBHUMH HAPOJAAMU Cpe;[Heﬁ ASI/II/I, B TOM 4HCIJIC IIpEAKaMU a3ep6af/'1;[>1<aH—
CKOI'0 HapozJa. B sT0ii kHHUTE XYHOKECTBEHHO OTPAKCH P ACIICKTOB PEIIMTMO3HbIX, HDABCTBCHHbIX, COIUAJIbHBIX,
INOJIMTUYCCKUX U (1)I/IJ'IOCO(1)CKI/IX BOB3p€HI/II>i JAPCBHETO HACCIICHUA Hameun CTpaHbI.

OTy peNuruio, COXpaHIBIIYIO CBOE 3HAYSHHE BIJIOTH J0 paclpoCTpaHeHH HciaaMa B AsepOaiiixane, MOKHO
Ha3BaThb MPOABJICHUEM MHOTOBEKOBOT'O MUPOBO33PCHUA HALICTO Hapoa. Ot COCTaBJIAIOIINE HAIJIU OTPAXKCHUC
B HAllIMX TpaAWIHUAX 1 HALIMOHAJIBHBIX MPpa3/IHUKax.

B coBpemeHHOE BpeMsi KOJIMYECTBO IpeCTaBUTeNel 30poacTpr3Ma odeHb Maso. B Mupe ux oxosio 130 000.

ABSTRACT

Different religions and belief systems existed in Azerbaijan during different periods of history.
Zoroastrianism (Magianism) occupied an important place among the religions spread on the territory of the ancient
Azerbaijani states of Atropatena and Albania. This religion is associated with the name of its founder Zoroaster.

Zoroastrianism has become one of the main religions not only in Azerbaijan, but also in Iran, Central Asia,
India, and other areas. Zoroastrianism and related religious and philosophical systems undoubtedly had some
influence on Judaism and Christianity.

The teaching of Zoroastrianism is reflected in the Avesta. Avesta is one of the literary monuments and books
considered sacred by the ancient peoples of Central Asia, including the ancestors of the Azerbaijani people. This
book artistically reflects a number of aspects of the religious, moral, social, political, and philosophical views of
the ancient population of our country.

This religion, which retained its significance until the spread of Islam in Azerbaijan, can be called a
manifestation of the centuries-old worldview of our people. These components are reflected in our traditions and
national holidays.

In modern times, the number of representatives of Zoroastrianism is very small. There are about 130,000 of
them in the world.
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In order to form an idea about the historical past
of the Azerbaijani people, it is important to study the
ancient religions worshiped by our great ancestors. The
religious beliefs of our people have ancient historical
roots. In different periods of history, different religions
and belief systems existed in Azerbaijan. Religion is a
phenomenon arising from the human need to know the
invisible reality that cannot be perceived by the senses.
Religions have existed since the time of human exist-
ence.

It is known that a number of religions and sects
have historically existed in Azerbaijan. Zoroastrianism
is the oldest of these religions. Before the spread of this
religion, there were various religions in the world that
could not cross the borders of the region where it was
created. When Zoroastrianism first emerged, it became
important religious teaching, not only as a perfect reli-
gion but also as a set of moral and spiritual principles.

The religion of Zoroastrianism is also called Maz-
deism because of the name of Ahura Mazda (the only
god that Zoroastrians believe in). At the same time, Zo-
roastrianism, a religion of Iranian origin, is also known
by the name "Majusilik” (related to the name of the
group of monks called "Majush” or Maji, an Iranian
community). Magic can be divided into four periods in
terms of historical development:

1. The first period of belief, began with Zoroaster
and worshiped the single god Mazda.

2. The period that began in the time of Darius and
lasted until the first half of the 111 century.

3. The Sasanian era, lasted until the VI century.

4. The last period ended with the fall of the Sassa-
nid state and continues to this day.

Ancient Greek and medieval Muslim historians, as
well as many later researchers, considered Azerbaijan
the Motherland of this religion. It is known from histor-
ical sources that Zoroastrianism was established in
South Azerbaijan in BC. It began to spread in the first
centuries of the 1st millennium. [5; page-12]

Based on the information provided by a number of
researchers, dualism has been accepted as a worldview
in Zoroastrianism. Zoroastrians believed in the exist-
ence of Zurva, who is considered the source of time, a
divine being. It was suggested that Ahura Mazda (Hor-
muzd) and Angra Manyu (Ahriman) were two brothers
created by Zurvan. Zoroaster believed that all beings
emanated from Ahura Mazda.

The Ahura Mazda and Angra Manyu dualism of
Magus emerged after the Sassanid period. In occultism,
the course of the world is divided into four equal peri-
ods from the beginning to the end. According to this
belief, the fourth period will coincide with the end of
time, and near the end of time, the savior Saosyant will
appear.

The members of this religion called their faith
"mazdayasna” or "wahvi-daena", and themselves
"behdin”. The name of the religion is related to the
name of its founder, Zoroaster. The word Zoroaster is
translated as "possessor of beautiful camels”. It is not
known exactly in which century Zarathustra lived.
However, according to the information of a number of
researchers, he was born in B.C. He lived in the second

half of the 7th century - the beginning of the 6th cen-
tury. According to information, he was born in Azer-
baijan in a family with a name and number. It is specu-
lated that he was given prophecy at the age of 30.

Zoroastrianism was the basis of the spiritual cul-
ture of the population of Atropatena, one of the ancient
states of Azerbaijan. The people of Atropatena wor-
shiped fire. It can be said that the center of fire worship
was Atropatena. It is no coincidence that 4 of the 6 great
temples of fire worship, including the main temple - the
Gazaka temple, were in Atropaten. Zoroastrianism was
the ideology of the peoples of the eastern part of Asia
in ancient times.

"Avesta" is considered the holy book of Zoroastri-
anism. Information about Zarathustra's life can be ob-
tained from the oldest part of the Avesta, the Qat.

Zoroastrianism was one of the first monotheistic
vocations to synthesize a large humber of progressive
ideas. It is no coincidence that the literal meaning of the
word "Avesta" meant "first news", and "first call". Zo-
roastrianism united existing multicultural values, plu-
ralistic ideas, and diversities, even the existence of evil,
under a single idea.

"Avesta"” consisted of 21 parts. Its version that has
reached us consists of 4 parts: 1) Yasha 2) Yastlar 3)
Visprat and 4) Videvdat. [7; p-58]

The original "Avesta" was written in B.C. There is
enough information in the sources about the burning of
ancient Persepolis by Alexander the Great in 330. But
today, the fact that this teaching calls people to unity,
vividly expressed true multiculturalism, tolerance to-
wards other ideas, and very high liberalism towards
sectarianism and cultural pluralism is the subject of de-
bate. [2; pg-43]

There are many cults in Zoroastrianism. Cults
such as "Dadodahesh and Ashudad™ were of special im-
portance among them. These cults glorified the im-
portance of mutual aid among people, helping those in
need, and mutual support of people.

Various religious days and holidays were cele-
brated in Magus. Among these holidays, the New Year
holiday called Nowruz is chosen. This holiday is cele-
brated on the first day of Farvardin (March 21), the first
month of the solar calendar, in honor of the revival of
nature.

The funeral ceremonies of the Caspians, who are
among the oldest inhabitants of Azerbaijan, and the
presence of Zoroastrian elements in their personal
names confirm the spread of Zoroastrianism among the
Caspians as early as the Achaemenid period (6th-4th
centuries BC).

In Zoroastrianism, fire is considered sacred, and in
Zoroastrian temples, the fire was not allowed to go out.
Temples were built in honor of fire. Fire temples in
Caucasian Albania were often called "ateshgah".

Many researchers and travelers who have visited
the territory of Azerbaijan have given information
about the fire temples that exist here. Surakhani tem-
ples occupy a large place among them. From the infor-
mation of the English traveler Hanway, it appears that
there were several ancient fire temples in Surakhani as
early as the 18th century. Zoroastrians used only one of
these temples.
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Fire and earth should not be defiled with corpses.
Therefore, they put the bodies in rocky places on
heights, or in stone structures called huts (towers of si-
lence) reminiscent of such places, so that they would be
food for wolves and birds. Bones were kept in special
places so as not to pollute the soil.

The scope of this religion was not limited only to
the historical territories of Azerbaijan and the Middle
East, it had a serious impact on the West, especially on
the ancient Greek and Indian culture. Historical facts,
as well as the works of Greek historians and philoso-
phers that have come down to us, prove that Avesta, the
holy book of Zoroastrianism, especially the Magians
who created this book, played a great role in the devel-
opment of Zoroastrian Greek culture, who reformed
their teachings and the religion of fire worship. Per-
haps, that is why the English researcher Mary Boyce
claims that Zoroastrianism has influenced humanity
more than any other type of belief. [3; pg-51]

The genius Azerbaijani thinker, poet Nizami
Ganjavi, based on the essence of mythological ideas of
all religious-philosophical teachings before him, put
forward conceptual ideas about human morality.

It is known that Zoroastrianism was one of the
main religious-philosophical lines passing through Ni-
zami Ganjavi's creativity. Even today, many Iranian
scholars continue to call it the leading line in the poet's
work. Indeed, in Nizami Ganjavi's "Khamsa" it is obvi-
ous that most issues are repeatedly used, from the so-
cio-political nature of Zoroastrianism, its religious
rites, and moral principles to its mythological epics. As
we mentioned above, if Nizami Ganjavi's "Khamsa"
did not begin with an appeal to God and the Prophet, it
could be called the final encyclopedia of all religions,
philosophies, mythologies, and sciences up to the 12th
century, rather than being a monument of the Islamic
era. [6; p-32]

Zoroastrian communities existed in Northern
Azerbaijan even during the period when Islam rose to

the dominant position. Arab geographer and traveler
Abu Ishag Ibrahim ibn Muhammad al-Istakhri (850-
934) wrote in the "Book of the Roads of the Countries"
that there are villages near Baku where Zoroastrians
live. The famous geographer and historian Abul-Fida
Ismail Hamavi (1273-1331) talks about the villages
where fire worshipers live in Mughan province.

We can call this religion, which retained its im-
portance until the spread of Islam in Azerbaijan, a man-
ifestation of the worldview of our people formed over
many centuries. These components are reflected in our
customs and national holidays.

Despite the fact that Zoroastrianism has lost its im-
portance in Azerbaijan since the Middle Ages, signs of
ancient beliefs are still evident in the way of life of peo-
ple today. Currently, Zoroastrian communities are
known to exist in Iran and India. A small group of Ma-
gians living in Iran is known as Gabrs (gabars).
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