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The wor(l)ds of citizen science

participatory science/research
community science/research
civic science/research
public science
community-based research
engaged research
engaged scholarship
public participation in research
action-research
multi-stakeholders research
….
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Defining a practice

“Citizen Science refers to the engagement of the general public in scientific research 
activities. Citizens actively contribute to science through their intellectual effort or by 

supporting knowledge with their tools or resources.”
Green Paper on Citizen Science: Citizen Science for Europe (2014)

“There are many forms of participatory research, but they all have one thing in common: the 
acknowledgement, to varying degrees, of non-academic knowledge.”

Frédérique Jankowski e Joëlle Le Marec, «Recherche participative et gestion des ressources naturelles»,
(Conference summary, April 2011)

“Citizen science is a common name for a wide range of activities and practices.”
ECSA’s characteristics of citizen science (April 2021)

Al
es

si
a 

Sm
an

io
tt

o
C

EO
S_

SE
 T

ra
in

 t
he

 t
ra

in
er

s,
 o

nl
in

e,
 J

ul
y 

13
th

, 2
02

2



Defining a practice

“Citizen science is a research practice, aiming at solving a common research 
problem through the joint involvement of professional researchers and 

contributors who actively participate to the common research.”
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Describing a practice
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(Haklay et al., 2020)

(Bonney et al., 2009)

(Wiggins and Crowston, 2011)



Two meanings of public engagement

- public understanding of science
- public engagement with science

Public humanities and social sciences

1970-1990
Public History, Public Philosophy, Public Anthropology/Applied 
Anthropology, Public Sociology….
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Defining a practice

“Citizen science is an interstitial space 
between professional research and active engagement in research. 

Within this space it is possible to collaborate to answer a common research 
problem, and reflect together on how we do it. 

Within this space we can recognize that research is a collective effort and that 
we all have the right to take a step back to see how we are doing it.”
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Finding examples

ZOOUNIVERSE

It enables everyone to take part in real research in many fields across the 
sciences, humanities, and more, creating opportunities to unlock answers and 
contribute to real discoveries. 

https://www.zooniverse.org

Zooniverse categories:
Arts
History
Language
Social Sciences
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Finding examples

ZOOUNIVERSE

It enables everyone to take part in real research in many fields across the 
sciences, humanities, and more, creating opportunities to unlock answers and 
contribute to real discoveries. 

https://www.zooniverse.org

EU-Citizen.science 
categories:
Social Sciences
Education
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Finding examples

ZOOUNIVERSE

It enables everyone to take part in real research in many fields across the 
sciences, humanities, and more, creating opportunities to unlock answers and 
contribute to real discoveries. 

https://www.zooniverse.org

Particip’Arc ANR Collabora
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Various domains of participatory practices

- data production
- inventory
- crowdsourcing
- collaborative 

transcription and 
correction

- indexing of images or 
documents

- correction and 
enrichment of metadata

- …

Arts and literature
Archives and history
Popular culture
Music and audiovisual media
Heritage and tourism
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Exemples/crowdsourcing, collective intelligence

Involve the public in the online transcription of 
original and unstudied manuscripts of J. Bentham 

Historical map platform with over 50 
million data points that each registered 
user can manage and populate

Involve volunteers to identify, manage and protect 
threatened archaeological sites of the UK's coastal 
areas. Led by the London Museum of Archaeology. 

Contributory platform to build up an 
Estonian photo library, managed by the 
Estonian Photographic Heritage Society
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Examples/extreme citizen science

ZOOUNIVERSE

It enables everyone to take part in real research in many fields across the 
sciences, humanities, and more, creating opportunities to unlock answers and 
contribute to real discoveries. 

https://www.zooniverse.org

A “fully integrated” activity where participants are involved in choosing the scientific problems 
to work on, and are also involved in defining the methods and means of data collection used. 
(M. Haklay)
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Examples/extreme citizen science
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Thank you!

Citizen Science in the Social Sciences and the Humanities
 CEOS_SE Training

online, July 13th, 2022

COESO project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020
research and innovation program under grant agreement No 101006325 

Alessia Smaniotto
alessia.smaniotto@openedition.org

coeso.hypotheses.org
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Websites:  

https://www.zooniverse.org/projects 

https://eu-citizen.science/projects 

https://www.participarc.net/projets (in French) 

https://anr-collabora.parisnanterre.fr/observatoire/ (in French) 

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/bentham-project/transcribe-bentham  

https://citizan.org.uk/  

https://ajapaik.ee/?page=1  

https://places.hypotheses.org/ 

https://civtur.hypotheses.org/  

https://coeso.hypotheses.org/  
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