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So what’s the alternative?



What is Scientist Rebellion?
• A global movement of scientists, 
researchers, students and supporters
• We act through civil non-violent 
resistance to respond to the urgency of 
climate emergency
• We do that because traditional 
models of social change have failed:
� Scientists inform politicians, who 

then take actions;
� Scientists inform the public, who 

then demand change.



What is civil disobedience?
Civil disobedience defined as 
• Public
• Non-violent
• conscientious 
• breach of law undertaken with the aim of bringing about a change in laws or 

government policies (Rawls 1999, 320). 
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Features of Civil Disobedience

� Principled 
Disobedience

• Lawbreaking 
(direct/ 
indirect)

• Principled, 
intentional

• Conscientious

� Civility
• Communicative
• Public
• Non-violent 
(property 
damage?); 
Persuasive/ 
coercive

• Non-evasion

� Justifiable
• Longstanding 
injustice

• Last resort
• Minority group 
coordination



Class Struggle and Civil Disobedience

- Civil resistance opposes unjust laws & oppression
- Movements build solidarity together



Examples of civil disobedience

• Henry David Thoreau (1846)  refused to pay his 
state poll tax as a protest against the institution of 
slavery, the extermination of Native Americans, 
and the war against Mexico

• Rosa Parks violated the Montgomery, Alabama, city 
ordinance requiring African Americans to sit at the back 
of public buses

•Italy: Objection to conscription 
in the army (before 1972)



The multifaceted role of scientists 
in the climate and ecological 
emergency… 

• Relevance of academic activism within the 
university/institutions;  permeating different 
fields and practices (teaching, research, 
institutional/managerial processes)

 Consequences of climate activism (career, reputation, 
livelihood…)

• Open science and science communication - 
SoMe, established media, audiences



… in and beyond academia
• Strategies and repertoires of action: 

global, decentral, horizontal…
 depending on the context (norms, opportunity 

structures, boundaries, risks), audiences

• Links and relations to other 
climate/ecological activist groups; political 
positioning and cleavages 

→ challenging assumptions about the role of 
scientists 



SR actions: Glasgow Nov 2021
5 hr bridge block

21 arrests - 1st mass arrest of 
scientists over climate, anywhere
Glue-on at ScottishPower HQ – 5 arrests

Coverage in Nature and global media



Global week of mobilisation 4-9 
April 2022



Global week: Europe



Global week: Europe+US+Australia



Global week: Africa



Global week: South America



Gianluca’s personal trajectory: 
done legal protests for ~20 years 

Have done legal protests for about 20 years.
 



Nofly commitment to travel to 
fieldwork sites/conferences

Travelled 
27,000 km on 
train/ coaches 
to minimise 
CO2 impact of 
my research 
fieldwork in 
2019, 2016, 
2015, 2011.



Nofly commitment



Fieldwork in Papua New Guinea



And eventually embraced civil 
disobedience this year, with blockade 
of ENI plant in Venice…



And actions against Deutsche Bank in 
Germany.



And a share-in of science in the UN 
square in Bonn in front of the COP27 
Climate Conference



Laura’s trajectories - in SR 
Nordic… 



… and personal 



Sign-up:
https://scientistrebellion.com/how-to-join/

Twitter @ScientistRebel1
Instagram @scientistrebellion
Facebook ScientistRebellion
Youtube ScientistRebellion

More links: 
https://linktr.ee/ScientistRebellion 

Financial support by Climate Emergency Fund 
(CEF)

Scientist Rebellion

https://twitter.com/scientistRebel1
https://www.instagram.com/scientistrebellion
https://www.facebook.com/ScientistRebellion/
https://www.youtube.com/ScientistRebellion
https://linktr.ee/ScientistRebellion


Source: https://www.socialchangelab.org/survey

Empirical evidence on Impact 
of civil disobedience




