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Knowledge E is a hub for knowledge building and 

knowledge sharing, for HEIs and research 

communities, providing digital library, publishing 

and training services. 

The Knowledge E Foundation aims to improve 

the accessibility, availability, and inclusivity of 

research and education for everyone, everywhere. 



OPEN ACCESS IN REGION

SCIVAL / SCOPUS; presentations by J.K. Vijayakumar and others.
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SURVEY

19.5% did not fully understand what open access was

34.5% did not know what an APC was and what it should cover

15% were not aware of the benefits of open access

48% did not know about the different tiers of open access publishing

50% did not know that authors retain the copyright

15.5% thought open access meant ‘not peer reviewed’

18.2% equated charging an APC with predatory publishing

26% equated open access with predatory publishing 



OPEN ACCESS SYMPOSIUM



EXAMPLES





VISION & MISSION

Advocate for, and raise awareness of, open policies and 

practices

Nurture innovative new approaches to Open Science in 

MENA 

Contribute to the development and implementation of Open 

Science policies, frameworks and infrastructure

Support stakeholders across all levels

Facilitate cross-regional collaboration

Encourage development of Arabic language Open Access and 

Open Educational Resources 

Working towards an Open 

MENA, by supporting the 

development of actionable 

insights and practical 

policies for all regional 

stakeholders.



WHO
G O V E R N A N C E

Research councils 

Education ministries

Funders & policy makers 

H E I s

Universities

Teaching hospitals

Global initiatives & manifestos

L I B R A R I E S

Public

Research

Academic / HEI

R E S E A R C H  
C O M M U N I T I E S

&  C I T I Z E N  
S C I E N T I S T S

S O L U T I O N S  

Publishers

Indexers & repositories

Open-source solutions & platforms

Technology providers



WHAT

C O M M U N I T Y  D E V E L O P M E N T  A C T I V I T I E S  &  R E S O U R C E S

M O N I T O R I N G  +  E V A L U A T I O N  
F R A M E W O R K S

G O V E R N A N C E  +  M E M B E R S H I P

S T A K E H O L D E R  M A N A G E M E N T



HOW – STRUCTURE



HOW – MANAGE



HOW – FUND

P A R T N E R  
C O N T R I B U T I O N

S  

C O N F E R E N C E  
R E V E N U E



P O L I C Y

P R A C T I S E

R E S O U R C E S

C U L T U R E

E N V I R O N M E N
T

Institutional + national

Human, technological, legal, financial, training

Libraries, HEIs, research councils, research communities

Understanding, perceptions, advocacy, collaboration

Pedagogy, incentives



L I B R A R I E S  
S U P P O R T I N G

O P E N

C O N S O L I D A T I O
N  

&  A C C E S S

Q U A L I T Y  
V A L I D A T I O N

P R O M O T E  
T O  U S E R S

A D V O C A T E  &  
N E G O T I A T E

T R A I N  U S E R S  
&  

R E S E A R C H E R S

B U I L D  
I N S T I T U T I O N A L  
I N F R A S T R U T U R E



HOW
S E T  G O A L S  A N D  P R O V I D E  S U P P O R T  F O R  O U R  S T A K E H O L D E R S

• Work to establish national and regional 

consortia to negotiate with publishers

• Support the creation of a regional pre-print 

repository

• Participate in cross-border collaborations and 

stakeholder strategy sessions

• Establish policies

• Improve metadata and discoverability 

• Improve accessibility and ease of access

• Support the reallocation of subscription funds

• Investigate supporting technological infrastructure

• Becoming hubs for training (eg copyright advice and information 

literacy, predatory practices etc)

• Advocate for open science to staff, researchers and wider networks



O C T O B E R  
C O N F E R E N C E

E S T A B L I S H  L E G A L  
E N T I T Y

S E L E C T  F O U N D I N G  
P A R T N E R S

O P E N  I N S T I T U T I O N A L  
M E M B E R S H I P

S T A R T  C O M M U N I T Y  D E V E L O P M E N T  
A C T I V I T I E S

‘ 2 3  O C T O B E R  C O N F E R E N C E  &  
A G M

2 0 2 4  &  
B E Y O N D . . . .

NEXT STEPS…





W e b s i t e : www.theforumforopenresearch.com

E m a i l : contact@theforumforopenresearch.com

S u b m i s s i o n  d e a d l i n e : 31st August 


