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1 Player and training offers at the University Library of Basel

2 Research data management support

3 Data Stewardship programme
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Working groups (WG) of subject librarians
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WG Digital Humanities
Pilot project in spring semester 2022

Research seminar: "If you want, it's not a fairy tale" - Digital methods for 

research on the first Zionist congresses.

• Cooperation with Erik Petry, Prof. for Jewish Studies.

• Introduction to digital research methods in humanities on the basis of a corpus 

of historical sources from the University Library.

• Focus on practical work with various methods and tools from the Digital 

Humanities.

• In addition, best practices in search methods and data management.

• In-depth exploration of specific methods in a project ( submission at the end of 

July).

• The results of the projects will be published on a digital platform.
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Schedule for the semester

Date Topic

23.02. Introduction and organisational matters

02./16.03. Search methods and research organization

23.03. Digital sources, digital storytelling

30.03. Geodata and digital representation; guest speaker: Loris Sauter

"GoFind”

06.04. Transcriptionund text analysis

13.04. Ad Fontes: Sources from the University Library

20.04. Digital Humanities and Jewish studies

27.04. Tour through the Digitisation Centre of the University Library

Until end 

of May

Independent work on the projects, presence by appointment

21.05. Full-day block event: Presentation of project ideas, state of work
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Working group teaching («Vermittlung»)
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IDM network
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Plenary meeting of all IDM network members

(every 2 months)

Meetings and discussions within the groups as needed

Organisation
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Research data management
support
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What is Research Data Management (RDM)?
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Research Data Management Network at the University 
of Basel
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• Vice President's Office for Research

• sciCORE

• University Library

• Grants Office

• IT-Services

• Decentralized research support IT

• Research IT, Biozentrum

• Imaging Core Facility (IMCF)

• Center for Data Analytics

• Core Facilities at the Departement of

Clinical Research (DKF)

• Legal Services

• Data protection officer

• University Ethics Committee

• RISE (Research & Infrastructure Support)
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Training and support

• Introductions and workshops on RDM

- as part of workshops/events

- from 90 minutes up to three days

• Advice and feedback on Data Management Plans

• Advice for research projects on data management, especially for

documentation, metadata and metadata standards
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Progamme «Research Data Management in the Social 
Sciences and Humanities»,  Oct./Nov. 2022

Time Topic Lecturer

25.10.2021 Introduction to Research Data 
Management

Silke Bellanger (Open Science, University Library 
Basel)

Research Data Management and
Data Protection

Danielle Kaufmann & Pascal Tamm (Data 
Protection Office, University of Basel)

Information Security Jan Welker (IT-Services, University of Basel)

01.11.2021 Anonymizing your data in practice Brian Kleiner, Alexandra Stam (FORS)

What is a data set and how do I 
create it?

Eric Decker (RISE, University of Basel)

FAIR Data Silke Bellanger (Open Science, University Library 
Basel)

08.11.2021 Research Data Management –
Copyright Questions

Anna Picco, Suzanne Marazza (Competence 
Center in Digital Law)

Data Publication in detail – examples
and best practices

Rita Gautschy (DaSCH), Silke Bellanger (Open 
Science, University Library Basel)

Data Management Plans revisited Silke Bellanger (Open Science, University Library 
Basel)

Einführung Forschungsdatenmanagement, UB und RISE, 
01.03.2022
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Progamme «How to deal with your data: Research 
Data Management», May 2022

Date Topic Lecturer

19.05.2022 General Introduction: Research Data 
Management, Research Data Lifecycle, 
FAIR Data

Silke Bellanger, University Library

Data protection Iris Lindenmann, University Library, with 
slides of DPO

Electronic Lab Notebooks: Biozentrum-wiki Michael Podvinec, Research IT, 
Biozentrum

Images & microscopy data Oliver Biehlmaier, Imaging Core Facility, 
Biozentrum

Biomedical data & Research Data 
Management 

Thierry Sengstag, sciCORE

20.05.2022 Laboratory Management System: Lab Key 
demo

Sofia Georgakopoulou, sciCORE

Data Management Plans Iris Lindenmann, University Library

Exercise: your research data workflow Silke Bellanger, University Library

Einführung Forschungsdatenmanagement, UB und RISE, 
01.03.2022

18



forschungsdaten.info 

(D-A-CH region)
Swiss National 

RDM Support

Network

Re3data

(international) RDM Network

unibas

Networks in the context of RDM
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Data Stewardship Programme
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Pilot Project Data Stewardship Programme

• Two-year pilot project

• Official start of the programme with kick-off event on 30 September 2021

• Extra funds provided by the rectorate of the University

• Funds for the coordination of the programme (0.2 full-time equivalents) and for 

the implementation of courses for the data stewards (train-the-trainer)

• Coordination of the programme: Open Science Team of the University Library: 

20 % temporary project position + ~40% within the limits of existing 

employments
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What do we mean by data stewards?

At the University of Basel, a data steward is a role that provides subject-

specific advice on research data management.
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 First point of contact and support 

for researchers

 Advice, support, referral to other 

persons and service units

 Links between subject-specific 

and general support

Graphic: https://www.openaire.eu/blogs/setting-up-a-data-

stewardship-programme-an-institutional-perspective; 29.03.2021
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What do we mean by data stewards?
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Who should take on the role as 
data stewards?

Personnel with …

• intermediary role between subject discipline and research-

related services

• discipline-related doctorate and/or research experience and/or 

several years of research-related service in the respective 

discipline-specific context

• strong willingness to engage in relevant fields of research data 

management, including privacy and information security issues

• knowledge of research software in their fields of expertise

• excellent communication, reflection and teamwork skills

• strong service mentality

• trusted position within the institution, compatible employment 

relationship (not BA/B.Sc., MA/M.Sc. or PhD students)

Forschungsdatenmanagement-Trainings und -Support an der 
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Recruitment of the Data Stewards

• Recruitment of data stewards mainly from June to September 2021 (in 

advance of the kick-off event)

• Top-down approach: Written contact and discussions with deans and research 

deans of the individual faculties

• Bottom-up: In addition, we were contacted by interested persons.

• Ongoing onboarding of further data stewards after kick-off

Forschungsdatenmanagement-Trainings und -Support an der 
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Status Quo

- 3/4 years duration of the programme

- Recruitment of 22 data stewards

- 2 semester training programme

- April & May 2022: meetings with all data stewards on current status and next 

steps
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Who are the data stewards?

• 22 Data Stewards

• Other interested persons who (occasionally) participate in the training 

programme for the Data Stewards

• Large differences between the various faculties and departments

• In certain departments teams, in others single persons, in others no data 

stewards (yet) at all

• Both service providers and researchers as data stewards

• Varying levels of prior knowledge and experience with RDM
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Who are the data stewards?

Forschungsdatenmanagement-Trainings und -Support an der 
Universität Basel

28

https://researchdata.unibas.ch/en/services/data-stewards/


What do we mean by data stewards?
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Training programme

Autumn Semester 2021

• Basics of RDM (2 hours)

• Data protection (2x 2 hours)

• The role and best practices of data stewardship (1/2 day)

• FAIR and Open Data Management (1/2 day)

Spring Semester 2022 

• Data Stewardship @unibas: next steps (2 hours)

• Data Management Plans (2 hours)

• Data protection (2x 2 hours)

• Intellectual Property Rights (4 hours)

• Coffee Lectures on infrastructures and tools for RDM (15 min., every other

week)
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More information on the trainings: 

https://researchdata.unibas.ch/en/services/data-stewards/
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Training programme

Future courses (in planning)

• Information security

• Funding and budget planning for research projects

• Continuation of the Coffee Lectures

Further (subject-specific) courses and events on demand, for example:

• Project management in the context of RDM support

• Data protection in qualitative research

• Meta data schemas and standards

• Research ethics

• De-identifiaction of research data

• Visualisation and reusability of research data

• Furthermore: Exchange meetings for data stewards, combination of inputs and 

discussion
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Collaboration with data stewards

- Support for individual researchers

- Advice and feedback on Data Management Plans

- Revision of the RDM website

- Organisation of subject-specific trainings, f.ex. as part of the graduate schools
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Next steps

• Further courses and events, increasingly also on more specific topics and 

organised together with data stewards

• Compiling information on RDM together with data stewards: creating collection 

with RDM tools, working groups etc.

• Strengthen networking between the data stewards

• “filling gaps”: recruitment of more data stewards

• Follow-up application for continuation of the programme after the pilot project 

(apply for grants of the ORD action plan of swissuniversities)
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First conclusions after three quarters of a year

• Shortage of resources 

• Differences between the departments

• Opportunity to bring RDM closer to the disciplines

• Start of the programme during the pandemic had advantages and 

disadvantages

• Making the step from participation of data stewards in the programme to the 

active exercise of their role in the departments
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Further information and contact

Our website: https://researchdata.unibas.ch/en/

Our mail address: researchdata@unibas.ch

Who is behind this address: Silke Bellanger, Christina Besmer, Iris Lindenmann 

(all University Library of Basel)
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Thank you
for your attention.


