
Trust and FAIR Digital 
Objects: awareness
Maaike Verburg (DANS-KNAW)

maaike.verburg@dans.knaw.nl
@MaaikeVerburg

#IASSIST2022 | #FAIRAwareTool

mailto:maaike.verburg@dans.knaw.nl
https://twitter.com/MaaikeVerburg


FAIR Digital Objects

• The units which can actually be 
FAIR

• Can only exist in a FAIR ecosystem 

• Creates the expectation of 
services that are FAIR-enabling

Image from: European Commission, Directorate-General for Research and Innovation, Turning FAIR into reality: final report and action 
plan from the European Commission expert group on FAIR data, Publications Office, 2018, https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2777/1524 

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2777/1524


FAIR-enabling services

• Services that influence the FAIRness of the objects in their holdings 
• Assigning persistent identifiers, facilitating metadata, connecting to related 

objects, allow objects to be found and reused by others, etc.

• Expectations:
• Make objects FAIR
• Keep objects FAIR over time 

FAIR-Enabling trustworthy digital repositories

L'Hours, Hervé, Kleemola, Mari, von Stein, Ilona, van Horik, René, Herterich, Patricia, Davidson, Joy, Rouchon, Olivier, 
Mokrane, Mustapha, & Huber, Robert. (2021). FAIR + Time: Preservation for a Designated Community (01.00). Zenodo. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4783115 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4783115


FAIR tools

Expectations → Monitoring and evaluation → Metrics and tools

• Different aims, purposes, target objects, audiences, execution types, etc.

• Assessment of FAIR-enabling qualities | Assessment of holdings | Educating



● March 2019 - February 2022

● Goal: Practical solutions for the use of 

FAIR principles throughout the 

research data life cycle 

● June 2022 - May 2025

● Goal: Support the implementation of 

FAIR-enabling practices across scientific 

communities and research outputs 

● Takes forward FAIRsFAIR outputs

Background

FAIRsFAIR “Fostering FAIR Data Practices In Europe” has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 
2020 project call H2020-INFRAEOSC-2018-2020 Grant agreement 831558. 

FAIR-IMPACT is funded by the European Union



FAIR assessment tools

How FAIR are existing data in repositories?
https://www.fairsfair.eu/f-uji-automated-fair-data-assessment-tool

How can you make new data more FAIR?
https://www.fairsfair.eu/fair-aware 

https://www.fairsfair.eu/f-uji-automated-fair-data-assessment-tool
https://www.fairsfair.eu/fair-aware
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Awareness

https://www.fairsfair.eu/f-uji-automated-fair-data-assessment-tool
https://www.fairsfair.eu/fair-aware


• 10 FAIR practices

• Simple questions 

• Extensive guidance texts

• Aim: help researchers and data 

professionals create more FAIR 

data before deposit

https://fairaware.dans.knaw.nl/ 

https://fairaware.dans.knaw.nl/


FAIR-Aware

• Assesses knowledge, not objects

• Manual self-assessment

• When implemented leads to more FAIR data being deposited

• Details responsibilities of different stakeholders and what expectations to 
have of repositories 

→ Choose trustworthy repositories that show FAIR-enabling qualities



https://fairaware.dans.knaw.nl/ 

A French translation of the tool is available. 
Other translations are being worked on to bring FAIR closer to 
different communities.

The trainer functionality allows others to quickly access the results 
of a group of people. FAIR-Aware can be employed as a collective 
learning tool.

Users can ask questions or come together to discuss issues and 
ideas on the dedicated space at the FAIR Data Forum

In FAIR-IMPACT, the tool will be further developed and focus will be 
put on bringing the tool closer to disciplinary-specific contexts

https://doranum.fr/appli-fair-aware-pleine-page-vf/  

https://fairaware.dans.knaw.nl/
https://doranum.fr/appli-fair-aware-pleine-page-vf/
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