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A first lesson from our experience



A first lesson from our experience:

A positive correlation between scientific data quality et participant 

engagement

« it must be simple and funny otherwise people do not participate »



Find the optimal Optimal experience
(Csíkszentmihályi Mihály) :



Structured data / based on protocol:

observations   ;

Human’s skills Individual specific contribution

Situated, intentional data, enriched with local 
knowledge and own participant experience 



A secon lesson from our experience



The importance of the social plateform for data quality control



o visible by all

o Commentable by 
participants

o Modifiable by 
auteur (version)

Imitation

advices, help

Quality control

Homogeneous data

Shared learning
Sense of belonging

=> High added-
value data

Web site Participant Outcome

Citizen science 2.0 : the martingale



CHANGING NATURES

Developing a Shared Participatory, Digital Collection of 

the Anthropocene 



- Environmental amnesia: our reference of good state of nature is our childhood. 
We individualy and collectively forget what has happened before.

- Once in while, we come across a document/object from the past that surprises us 
about what it tells us on the past state of nature and the amplitude of changes 
since.

Let’s make a participatory digital (research) collection out of it !



Démarche participative

Proposer aux citoyens de partager des documents du passé/archives 
- Qui témoignent à leurs yeux des changements de la nature
- Qui les interpellent (surprise)
- Et qui leur donnent envie de construire un récit sur le changement perçu. 

Différents types de documents concernés (archives privées, personnelles ou 
documents publics)









- Trilingual platform

- Story and comments are translated with deepl, allowing exchanges among
participants not speaking a common language!
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Citizen science 2.0 et health research ?

The issue of sharing data among participants!

The usual practice: 

« Cohorte » survey (forms with little feedback)  + online forum on a GAFAM social 
network 

Two concerns: 
Difficult to extract appropriate data from forums
Those forum are not secured



Secured information 
system

Personal data

Health data

Contact data

Login / password for citizen
science platform

Medical reseach Participant

Login/password send
through secured 

pathways (eg: in hand, 
during a medical visit)

Standard information 
system

Participation data (visible to other
data)
Comment, question, notification (as 
in any social network)

No personal data: no  accurate
localisation, no mention of age, 
sexe, etc.

Login, password (no other contact 
data, no email adress…)

List of possible login 
shared at the 

beginning of the 
project

Registration on the 
platform

Log file: adress IP (no other
data)



Objectives : 

- To establish structured and shared exchanges about food, sport, and diabete
treatment and symptoms

- Target participants: young (teenagers and adults) type I diabete (already
identified and registered by Santé Diabète)

- Beyond health care, how to deal daily with this socialy difficult to live with
desease?

In subsaharian Africa, diabete is a new emerging desease with little cultural 
practice 



First ideas… why storing data?

« Each day is a new experience and an oppotunity to learn about 
myself »
Let allow participants to store the story of their day: morning
glycemia, every food intake, physical activities, how I feel, evening
glycemia and insulin admnistration…

 I want to store this information for a better
understanding of myself

 I can do it as many times I want
Particular interest in special day (eg, social 

event, sport event…)



First ideas… why sharing data?

The story of their day: morning glycemia, every food intake, physical
activities, how I feel, evening glycemia and insulin admnistration…

Stick to sharing practices on social network 
(Instagram as a source of inspiration)

Allow to ask questions to the community based
on shared data



First ideas… quality data

One criteria: checking that professional
healthcare are eventually interested in the data 

The story of their day: morning glycemia, every food intake, physical
activities, how I feel, evening glycemia and insulin admnistration…
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Une communauté de pratiques 
chez les jeunes DT1 : apprendre 
à vivre avec son diabète
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Un réseau social sécurisée, sans 
données personnelles (login 
fourni par le professionnel de 
santé)

Un corpus de données 
pour la recherche



It was created in 2020, based on the accumulation of experience within the 
Museum and Sorbonne University over the past 20 years. 

Mosaic is a trans-faculty unit assisting projects in all scientific fields: humanities, 
medical research, environmental and natural history sciences. 

It also assists project hold by other stakeholders: public agencies, private 
companies… that wishes to involve networks of contributor in data production.

Mosaic, “methods and tools for Citizen 
Science” is a scientific unit assisting other 
researchers in developing their citizen 
science project. 



Mosaic assists emerging projects (incubation, co-conception: protocol stabilization, 
questioning motivation of future participants, considering other stakeholder 
involvement…), 

It can develop proofs-of-concept, experimental projects, as well as assisting more 
mature projects, up to the conception and development of dedicated IT tools 
(including UX and UI design – full web team of 11 people). 

About 15 projects benefited from it since 2020 and 15 more are scheduled in the 
coming 2 years. Mosaic is mostly financed by the research projects that are assisted, 
usually through research partnership.

Mosaic, “methods and tools for Citizen 
Science” is a scientific unit assisting other 
researchers in developing their citizen 
science project. 


