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The European Tertiary Education Register (ETER) has 
established itself as the reference point for any analysis 
of higher education based on microdata, that is, on data 
related to individual institutions. ETER covers both universi-
ty (PhD granting) and non-university institutions (e.g. Fa-
chochschule) on the basis of microdata validated by Na-
tional Statistical Authorities across all European Union 
countries and several affiliated countries.
In recent years the European Commission, Directorate Ge-
nerale Education, Youth and Culture, has launched an ini-
tiative to foster the exchange of students and academic 
staff in a structured and permanent way. The European 
University Initiative supports alliances of universities that 
build up joint curricula, or develop new educational pro-
grammes based on complementary resources. The Initiati
ve is too young to evaluate its impact, but it is important 
to start a collective reflection on the startup period, in the 
light of the more general issue of the reform and relaunch 
of the European Higher Education Area.
The Policy Brief makes use of ETER data to compare uni-
versities that are members of alliances to non-members. 
The Brief finds that members of alliances are larger, more 
internationalized and more research intensive. At the 
same time they do not differ in terms of disciplinary profi-
le. 



Data is available for a variable number of HEIs, depen-
ding on the specific variable. In particular, the coverage 
of data is almost complete with respect to the number of 
undergraduate students (ISCED 5-7), while data on aca-
demic staff and on the breakdown of student population 
by education classes is available for a subset of HEIs.

Considering this limitation, this Policy Brief examines the 
differences between otherwise similar institutions with 
respect to the affiliation to an alliance. In particular, 
within the RISIS ETER dataset we select those HEIs that 
award the PhD as the highest degree, that is, university 
institutions only. The researchers are able to compare 
292 universities that are members of alliances with 
1024 uni1024 universities that are currently non-members. 

Depending on the specific variable, the researchers are 
obliged to compare subsets of universities, with slight 
changes in the total number of observations.

On the one hand, it might be that the creation of allian-
ces required a certain level of organizational effort, 
which is more affordable for larger institutions. On the 
other hand, if the ultimate goal of alliances is to offer 
European students a series of opportunities for educa-
tion and internationalization, larger universities reach a 
larger pool of candidates.

Table 1. Size indicators of universities by participation in 
European University Initiative alliances

Table 2. PhD intensity of universities by participation in 
European University Initiative alliances



Table 3. Size indicators of universities by participation in 
European University Initiative alliances



It appears (Table 4) that universities engaged in allian-
ces have 11,5% of undergraduate students and 28,0% 
of PhD students that come from abroad, against 5,3% 
and 21,6% for universities not participating in alliances, 
respectively. 

The study concludes that universities participating in al-
liances are remarkably more internationalized that 
other universities with respect to their student population 
at both undergraduate and postgraduate level.

Table 4. Degree of internationalization of universities by 
participation in European University Initiative alliances




