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Churches of Sweden, 
‘Sveriges kyrkor’, 


(1912-ongoing), https://
www.raa.se

Place names of Sweden, 
‘Sveriges ortnamn’,  

and related series, (1906-
ongoing), https://

www.isof.se


Sweden's rune inscriptions, 
‘Sveriges runinskrifter’, 
(1900-ongoing) https://

www.raa.se

Medieval Sweden, ‘Det 
medeltida Sverige’, (1972-

ongoing), https://
riksarkivet.se/medieval-

sweden-dms

What can we learn from printed reference works 
when creating digital editions and collections?



Medieval Sweden (’Det medeltida Sverige’)  
A printed reference work of the medieval and 16th-century rural 

settlements in Sweden


Prepared by three editors at the Swedish National Archives 
(1972–ongoing)

PDF download (26 volumes): https://riksarkivet.se/utgivning-dms

https://riksarkivet.se/medieval-sweden-dms

Districts covered in Medieval Sweden (1972–2022) 

https://riksarkivet.se/utgivning-dms
https://riksarkivet.se/medieval-sweden-dms


The purpose of Medieval Sweden is to 
show which villages, hamlets and farms 
existed and which the landowners were 

The medieval letters (diplomas)

Two main source materials: The medieval letters 
(diplomas) which manifests purchases of land and 
properties, and the 16th century cadastral registers 
of basically all settlements in Sweden from 1540s

https://sok.riksarkivet.se/sdhk https://sok.riksarkivet.se/landskapshandlingar

16th century 
cadastres 

https://sok.riksarkivet.se/sdhk
https://sok.riksarkivet.se/landskapshandlingar




Preconditions

Single source: XML database & booklets (print on demand) 

Is digital publishing as stable and credible as printed publications?


If ‘Medieval Sweden’ were to start today, it would much likely be 
designed as a digital edition, although the merit system within the 
academy still  promotes printed editions (rather than databases).



Scanning

OCR>PDF

(cleaning the OCR)

XML/TEI

(semi-automatic 


process) eXist-db

database


(edit, annotating and search)

LOD/RDF

Geocoding


(another related project)

Workflow



The printed editions of 'Medieval Sweden' 
begin with shorter articles describing the 

medieval districts and parishes



<div type="district" 
xml:id=”tora-154001300”> 

<!-- external id, Olands hd—> 
<head><placeName>Olands 
härad</placeName></head>   

<div type=”district_extent">

<div type=”district_1312_register”>

<div type=”district_cadastral_division”>

Figures and tables are processed as images (jpg) 

<date when="1291"> <ref target="#sdhk-1498">

<div type=”district_oldest_place-name”>



The main part of 'Medieval 
Sweden' compiles details from 
primary sources about villages, 

hamlets, and farms.



<div type=”settlement_unit” xml:id="tora-1942">              
<head><placeName>Gundbyn</placeName></head>

<div type=”oldest_place-name”><date 
when="1312">1312</date> de Hengunneby 
(<ref target="#sdhk-2461">DS 1881</ref>)

<div type=”map-sheet"><location><bibl>— 
<ref>12 I, 2 d</ref></bibl></location></div>

      <div type="cadastral"><bibl><ref 
target="#UH">UH</ref></bibl><div 

type=”cadastral_info”><date when="1566">1566</
date><measure quantity="1">1 sknybygge</

measure>, 0:2; <date when="1566">1566</date>'ej 
skattlagt'.</div></div>

<div type=”historical_event”><listEvent><event 
when="1312" xml:id="event-tora-1942-1"><date 

when="1312">1312</date> upptas i 
markgäldsförteckningen 1 skattskyldig till 1 mark 

(<ref target="#sdhk-2461">DS 1881</ref>).</
event></listEvent></div>

<placeName> <date> <ref> <measure> <persName>



  

Single source

Single Source-TEI to Print-PDF



  

Synchronisation between editor and 
preview/page view 

● See what you edit 



  

Synchronisation between editor and 
preview/page view 



  

Persons, places, index and reference 

● Manage references and connect persons



  

Persons, places, index and reference 



  

Persons, places, index and reference 



  

Bild 1



  

Page view

● Page headers
● Page footer

● Page name / title 
● Stylable with CSS page media module 



  

Page view



  

Simple image management

● Add images
● Simple positioning



  

Simple image management



  

Components, shortcuts and templates

● Simple reusable React components 
● Use quick shortcuts e.g. Ctrt+1, Ctrl+2, Ctrl+e etc.

● Insert templates with predefined patterns
● Easy to add further templates



  

Components, shortcuts and templates



  

Continue session

● Undo
● Redo

● Jump to postion in edit history



  

Continue session



  

APIs

● Dog fooding
● Using the power of the structures and relations internally 

in editor and reference managment
● APIs for different enumerations like events



  

Dog fooding 1 – search


