
Status of discussions with repository platforms:
DSpace

Eloy Rodrigues - University of Minho
Andrea Bollini - 4Science
Andrew Woods - Harvard University

https://bit.ly/coar-dspace

https://bit.ly/coar-dspace


Initial context

As the most commonly used repository platform DSpace software is critical for the 
implementation and uptake of Notify

In Portugal PUBIN (www.pubin.pt/)  project (2019-2022) aimed to promote and 
facilitate interoperability, integration and innovation in the Portuguese open access 
publishing ecosystem. 

Most of the action were directed towards journals, journal editors and 
software platforms

But we decided to also invest in the innovation of the repository platform used 
by all Portuguese repositories - DSpace - to promote overlay publishing

http://www.pubin.pt/


Initial context

PUBIN decided to fund initial/pilot implementation of Notify in DSpace

Considering time and financial limitations it was decided to implement in DSpace 5 
and 6, JSPUI only

The aim was to create a minimum viable product that supports basic interactions 
between the repository and peer review service, but could be enhanced with 
greater functionality over time



Where we are

The MVP have been implemented for DSpace v5 and v6 JSPUI only

● https://github.com/4Science/DSpace/tree/coar-notify-5
● https://github.com/4Science/DSpace/tree/coar-notify-6

Documentation is available in github as README.md

Porting to version 7 is ongoing, help and feedback are welcome!

Latest code:

● https://github.com/4Science/DSpace/tree/main-coar-notify
● https://github.com/harvard-lts/DSpace/tree/main-coar-notify 

Issue tracking pending subtasks for MVP

● https://github.com/harvard-lts/DSpace/issues/2 

https://github.com/4Science/DSpace/tree/coar-notify-5
https://github.com/4Science/DSpace/tree/coar-notify-6
https://github.com/4Science/DSpace/tree/main-coar-notify
https://github.com/harvard-lts/DSpace/tree/main-coar-notify
https://github.com/harvard-lts/DSpace/issues/2




Asking Review during the submission is the first step

The list of services is 
configurable but known 

in advance to the 
repository system 

administrator



Monitor the status of the notify conversation



Results

Results: links to the review 
and/or to the endorsement 
(overlay journal) from the 
repository

…but the framework is 
general and can be easily 
extended supporting also 
unexpected scenarios
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Harvard Library - Advancing Open Knowledge

Invest in open-access infrastructure and services that 
support equitable, sustainable models for scholarly 

communication and open knowledge 

Advancing Open Knowledge

https://library.harvard.edu/advancing-open-knowledge
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Concluding remarks

We are in contact with DSpace leadership to include LDN/Notify implementation 
into the codebase of one of the next releases (7.4?, 7.5?)

In the context of the funded Notify project, there will be opportunities (and 
resources) for further refinements/developments in DSpace 


