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insights into simple empirical illustrations on the German Re-
search Foundation (DFG), for which both EFIL and NATPRO 
have already collected substantial amounts of data. The 
brief concludes with a perspective on some potential future 
exploitations in research, as well as in the policy context, by 
the use of the two datasets.

Table 1. Overview of the EFIL perimeter

Table 2. Overview NATPRO perimeter



Figure 1. DFG funding by instrument aim and type of fun-
ding 2016-2018



Figure 2. Top participants in DFG funded and EU funded 
projects by funding type 2016-2018

While for the two public research organisations (Max 
Planck Society, Fraunhofer Society) EU funding is clearly 
more important in relation to universities, they participa-
te in both. It seems that some kind of complementarity 
effect is in stake here, given that high EU participation 
(e.g., Fraunhofer) goes together with relatively lower 
DFG participation, and vice versa. In the case of Frau-
nhofer as applied research institute, participations in EU 
projects, in particular more innovation-oriented pro-
grams like Industrial Leadership, outnumber the partici-
pation in the more basic oriented DFG funding instru-
ments by far. In contrast, EU participations and national 
participations are of similar importance for the Max 
Planck society as a more basic research oriented institu
te. 




