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Outcomes: Four Areas of Concern
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Find it on our website https://on-merrit.eu/ under Results, listed as D6.4, 
and at this link https://zenodo.org/record/6276753#.Yi8GIzUo98I

https://on-merrit.eu/
https://zenodo.org/record/6276753#.Yi8GIzUo98I


The Problem of Resource-Intensity
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We found that (Correia et al. 2021a):

• There is a disconnect between awareness of the 
importance of OR and RRI and uptake

• Training for OR practices is low and there is low 
integration of OR topics in formal curricula

• Institutions lack (enough) qualified research support 
staff to train on OR



Recommendations
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Areas of focus include: training, institutional requirements and support, sharing of 
knowledge and resources, transparency of costs, and monitoring.



The Problem of APCs and Stratification
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We found that (Pride et al. 2021):

• Well-resourced actors are more likely to publish 
OA and in journals with high APCs

• Well-resourced institutions are best able to 
adopt, adapt to and benefit from OA publishing



Recommendations
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Areas of focus include: cost transparency, support for open repositories and author 
self-archiving, alternative publishing models and open infrastructure.



The Problem of Societal Inclusion
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We found that (Cole et al. 2021; Rodrigues et al. 
2021):

• Uptake hinges on relationships and upstream 
engagement

• The pool of researchers who has access to the 
science-policy interface is small and the world’s 
poorest and most vulnerable remain excluded 
from open research and policy-making



Societal Inclusion in Research and Policy-Making
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Areas of focus include: best practices in socially-inclusive research, funding and 
support for societal and policy engagement, broadening inclusion and diversity, 
and open sharing of understandable outputs



The Problem of Reward & Recognition
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We found that (Pontika et al. 2021):

• Criteria related to open and responsible 
research are rare within the policies of 
research-performing institutions

• Researchers value qualitative factors like 
collaboration, collegiality, mentoring and 
quality in the research process



Recommendations
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Areas of focus include: changing assessment culture and practices, flexible 
assessment, collaborative multi-stakeholder redefinition of assessment, sharing of 
best practices, sustainable career pathways.
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Download the recommendations directly at 
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