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Islamophobia in Czechia: of little concern to political scientists until 2015

Brno mosque 
by Harold (no changes made)

https://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isl%C3%A1m_v_%C4%8Cesku/media/Soubor:Brno,_%C5%A0t%C3%BD%C5%99ice,_me%C5%A1ita_-_DOD_(01).jpg


By late 2013, Islamophobia had not gained political traction

“In the near future, the issue of Islam is unlikely to become
crucial for extreme right politics in East-Central Europe, unless
something extraordinary were to happen (e.g. an Islamist
terrorist attack in the area with major consequences)”

(Mareš, 2014, p. 220)



Special Eurobarometer 437 (2015)
Fieldwork May-June 2015

Total comfortable (7-10) and indifferent



• Securitisation frames in the news coverage of the ‘migration crisis’
(Sedlákova, 2017; Tamchynová, 2017; Tkaczyk, 2015; Tkaczyk et al 2015)

• Before 2015 →

• most coverage about Islam in traditional media tends to focus on
foreign issues and conflicts (Křížková, 2006; Korečková & Lužný in
Topinka, 2016);

• emphasizes ‘pathological’ aspects (Vesecký, 2006; Sedláčková, 2011;
Čermáková, Janků, Kliment & Linhartová in Topinka, 2016, p. 105)

Media

“The Murder of Europe. Numbers do not lie, but the Continent’s political elite does”

(Reflex magazine cover, 5 January 2017)

See cover here

https://www.idnes.cz/zpravy/mediahub/tyden-v-mediich-cisla-nelzou-ale-co-reflex-cernosi-na-snehu-a-mnohem-vice-snehu-a-porce-bile-navic.A170107_900375_mediahub_imp
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Occurrence of the words 'Islám' OR 'Muslim' in Czech print, online media and TV 
(1/2010 - 6/2020)

Print, Internet and TV

2015 as a point of inflection

(Source: Anopress)



• ‘Anyone’ became allowed into the (post-factual) public debate about
‘Islam’, (Ostřanský, 2020, 2017, pp. 17–23) and its ‘imaginary Muslims’
(Ibid, 48; Černý, 2016), including popular figures (Rosůlek, 2018)

Public debate

Martin  Konvička, leader of the movement ‘We Do Not Want Islam 
in the Czech Republic’ appeared often on televisión in early 2015

Photo: Kirk (no changes)

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Doc._Mgr._Martin_Konvicka_Ph.D._na_demonstraci_v_Brne_14._unora_2015_01.jpg


Public opinion→ changes in 2015

• Marked spikes on perceived ‘threat to Czechia’s
security’ of terrorist groups/individuals,  wars, 
refugees, radical religious movements (CVVM)  
and Islamic fundamentalism (STEM)

How big of a threat do the following pose for our country…
Showing percentage of answers 7-9, on a scale 1-9
where 1 = no threat, 9 = a very big threat.

STEM, Trendy 2011/3, 2015/9, 2018/4

Islamic
Fundamentalism



Concerns for ‘Europe’ ≠ concerns for ‘Czechia’

Standard Eurobarometer 90 (Autumn 2018) CZ national report 

Migration

Terrorism



Standard Eurobarometer 90 (2018) 
Fieldwork November 2018

Percentage of respondents
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Public Opinion→ attitudes that predate 2015

• Negative attitudes towards Arabs and other
ethnic/national groups from Muslim-majority 
countries in surveys since, at least, early 2000s

• Fear of Islam and opposition to mosques 
(Břešťan, 2006)

• Reticence to accept Muslim migrants as long-
term residents (Topinka 2016, Chapter 15) – but
acceptance grows if proof of clean criminal 
record (Median, 2018)



Politics (before 2015)

Anti- Islam Online Groups
Sporadic far-right actions

Embrace of anti-multiculturalism

Far-right tries Islamophobia

Nationalists try Islamophobia
Conservative party programmes

Populists enter parliament

Populists enter parliament

4 January 2015
Interview with Miroslav Mareš

Two days before Charlie Hebdo …

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

https://www.idnes.cz/zpravy/domaci/rozhovor-s-politologem-maresem-o-okamurovi.A150104_104311_domaci_zt


Politics (2015-)

• 2014/2015 → charismatic leaders revive Czech 
far-right (Slačálek, 2019) with an issue they own 

• Political mainstreaming (Hesová, 2016; Stulík & 
Krčál, 2019), interpreting statistics (Prokop, 2019)

• 2017 general elections→ playing the ‘Muslim 
card’ (Krčál & Naxera, 2018)

Anti-Islam protest in Prague (October 2015) by Aktron

“Is it really our main concern the right of someone to wear a 
headscarf, which is a symbol of a culture which threatens us?”

(Party chairman Petr Fiala at ODS Congress on September 2014)

Photo by ODS (no changes made)

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Praha,_V%C3%A1clavsk%C3%A9_n%C3%A1m%C4%9Bst%C3%AD,_%C5%99%C3%ADjnov%C3%A1_demonstrace_proti_p%C5%99ijet%C3%AD_uprchl%C3%ADk%C5%AF,_Tomio_Okamura_II.jpg
https://www.flickr.com/photos/odscz/17794950433/


October 2017 Parliamentary Election
by Manfred Rackelhuhn (detail)

January 2018 Presidential Election by Martin2035 (detail)

October 2018 Municipal elections

“When we look at the problems that other European countries 
face, we do not want any more Muslims in Czechia. We help 
people who are coming from Eastern Europe” 

PM Bohuslav Sobotka in interview for Die Presse (25.8.2017). 
Photo by Olaf Kosinsky (no changes)

“Havířov without migrants!”
See poster here

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:20200719_Tomio_Okamura.jpg
https://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volba_prezidenta_%C4%8Cesk%C3%A9_republiky_2018#/media/Soubor:Billboard_by_P%C5%99%C3%A1tel%C3%A9_Milo%C5%A1e_Zemana_before_Czech_presidental_election,_2018.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:2015-12_Bohuslav_Sobotka_SPD_Bundesparteitag_by_Olaf_Kosinsky-6.jpg
https://ct24.ceskatelevize.cz/2643482-politika-pred-volbami-zhrubla-tvrdi-zprava-ministerstva-o-extremismu


Where next?

16

Decorative minaret on the Lednice palace grounds (built 1797 – 1802) by Henry Kellner (no changes) 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Minaret_in_Lednice_27.jpg


Thank you for your attention!

c.deltronco@ucl.ac.uk @gomezdeltronco
https://populism-europe.com/

“Říp* is for a Czech, what Mecca is for Muhammad”

Pre-9/11 sign at Boumova Chata (Říp)

*Mount Říp is the legendary ‘cradle’ of the Czech nation and a popular place of 
pilgrimage.

mailto:c.deltronco@ucl.ac.uk
https://populism-europe.com/
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