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Thanks to project contributors
● Duke University, Sheri Tibbs
● ClinWiki
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○ Amy Westermann
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Agenda
1. What did we do with clinical trials?
2. What does this bring to our Wiki?
3. Background on Wiki + medicine
4. How did we do this?
5. What next?

4



We imported 
ClinicalTrials.gov 

to Wikidata 
and curated it wiki style



Statistics
356,831 - Number of clinical trials
356,536 - Links to ClinicalTrials.gov
177,420 - Number of clinical trial phases links
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report from 

https://scholia.toolforge.org/clinical-trial/


Sample clinical trial
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Basic information
● disease treated
● drug used
● who managed
● sponsors
● research sites

● when
● how many people
● phase
● status
● catalog numbers
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Data schema

https://aact.ctti-clinicaltrials.org/schema


Wiki style data curation
● disambiguation
● placement in ontology
● remixing with other datasets
● language translation
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Visit WikiProject Clinical Trials
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https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Clinical_Trials


This matters because it 
brings medical 

knowledge to new users



Wikidata Query Service
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Wikipe-tan

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Clinical_Trials/Queries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Wikipe-tan


Requests we can make
Show me clinical trials...
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● for a particular disease
● with a particular drug
● in my city
● sponsored by an organization
● headed by a particular person



Requests we can make
Show me clinical trials...
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● studying COVID
● researching malaria vaccines
● in cities with low population
● sponsored by new companies
● headed by non-scientists



Typical clinical trial
what happens
1. company sponsors
2. institute hosts
3. scientist manages
4. volunteers join
5. experiment happens
6. results published
7. drug developed

data of interest to wiki
1. link list from article
2. university profile
3. show in biography
4. show on map
5. linked data to science
6. link to WikiCite
7. linked data to medicine
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Wikipedia is a highly 
popular, high quality 
medical information 

resource



“The literature positions Wikipedia as a 
prominent health information resource... 
Wikipedia’s health content is accessed 
frequently...
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Smith DA (2020) Situating Wikipedia as a health information 
resource in various contexts: A scoping review. PLoS ONE 15(2): 
e0228786. 

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0228786
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0228786
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Health_information_on_Wikipedia
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia_coverage_of_the_COVID-19_pandemic


Scholia Profile of Health & Wikipedia

21

● 119 
scholarly 
papers

● subtopics 
known

● authors 
tracked

https://scholia.toolforge.org/topic/Q16235120
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Only very unusual clinical trials are a 
good fit for Wikipedia. 

Why no clinical trials on Wikipedia?



Data remixing
=

new models for 
knowledge production



Thanks Sheri Tibbs
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Thanks 
William Hoos
Amy Westermann
ClinWiki volunteer editors
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● patient-centered wiki community
● patients and families edit trial records
● open data shared in Wikidata



Thanks 
Steven James Baskauf
Clifford Anderson
Philip Walker
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Vanderbot

● library profiles all university researchers
● library transfers profiles to Wikidata
● cross-reference with clinical trials

● papers from PIs
● trials at Vanderbilt



Thanks 
Jeffrey Keefer

27

● Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute
● Patient-focused clinical trials
● shared funding data not otherwise in C T.gov



Thanks 
Daniel Mietchen
Finn Årup Nielsen
Egon Willighagen

28

● no data added
● data visualized!

https://scholia.toolforge.org/clinical-trial/


Thanks 
Tanvir Rahman
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● translation of English terms into Bangla
● For Wikidata, also migrates into Wikipedia
● রাগীিভিত্তিক পরীক্ষণ for everyone



Thanks 
Cherrie Kwok
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● documentation
● interpretation
● management

Thanks 
Wellcome 
Trust

https://doi.org/10.3897/rio.7.e66490


What next?
Curation for communities



Next steps
Probably curation by university
1. import all researchers
2. disambiguate all research sites
3. showcase of research
4. connect with grant databases
5. match papers published
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Next steps

More consideration
of FAIR and open data

in Wikidata and in general
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Any questions?
Lane Rasberry
user:bluerasberry
rasberry@virginia.edu
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