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Revisiting Spitzer on Racine



Context: Spitzer and Racine
Leo Spitzer's stylistic analysis of Jean Racine's 17th-
century tragedies
"[The classical dampening in Racine's style]", 1928
"dampening": a stylistic principle; a musical metaphor; the
style of an epoch or an author



Spitzer's hermeneutic pendulum
1 principle of the work's unity: "dampening"
10 abstract phenomena, e.g. "de-personalisation"
50 stylistics patterns, e.g. "abstract noun + où"
484 examples from 11 tragedies



Digital re-enactment of Spitzers
Similar questions, digital data, different methods
Learn about assumptions, strengths and weaknesses of
both original and digital study
Central question: is the dampening effect more prevalent
in Racine than his contemporaries or not?



Five/six easy steps
1. Collect and annotate your data
2. Model the stylistic patterns using CQP
3. Retrieve hits and compare with Spitzer
4. Retrieve counts in Racine's tragedies
5. Compare counts Racine vs. contemporaries
6. Bonus: Extract distinctive patterns



An example



"abstract noun + où": Spitzer
 

"...cette mort où je cours,"  
"...la honte où je suis descendue."  

"...les déplaisirs où son âme se noie."  
 

(...this death where I run to,) 
(...the dishonor where I have sunk.)  

(...the pains where his soul is drowning.)



Query: abstract nouns + où

[wnlex="noun.feeling"|lemma="trouble|honte|pudeur 
| ... |oeil|mort|hymen"][word=","]{0,1}[word="où"%c]  



Results: abstract nouns + où

file:///home/christof/Repos/slides/sourdine_DE/img/G4-in-TXM_racine.png


Visual comparison
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Relative frequencies Racine vs. Contemporaries

file:///home/christof/Repos/slides/sourdine_DE/img/G4n-boxplot.svg


RRF for 30 stylistic patterns
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blue = not signi�cant; green = signi�kant (Wilcoxon, α=0.05)-Test

file:///home/christof/Repos/slides/sourdine_DE/img/comparison-statistics_MeanRatio12.svg


Distinctive POS-Bigrams

interj-noun: "Ô Ciel", "Ah Seigneur", etc.



Comparison for "interj-noun"
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RRF = 1.679 / Wilcoxon p-value 0.01



Digital Literary Stylistics



Notions of style
Spitzer's stylistics

Style as a unifying principle
Style as a deviation from an (implicit) norm
Style as interpretans

Quantitative Stylistics
Style as a formal, repeated, countable pattern
Style as a distinctive pattern (explicit comparison)
Signi�cance before meaning



Methodological issues
complex pattern matching / modeling / extraction
statistical measures for comparing frequencies / measures
of distinctiveness
statistical and scholarly evaluation



Thank you!
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