American Based Research Journal Vol-11-1Issue-1 Jan-2022 ISSN (2304-7151)

Student Mobility Program “Kampus Merdeka” In Indonesia: Perspective from
Accounting Students

Author’s Details:
WAde Budi Setiawan ®Mas Nur Mukmin @Indra Cahya Kusuma”Endang Silaningsih®Riwanullah, @
@3 @ G)Faculty of Economics, Universitas Djuanda
Corresponding Email: mas.nur.mukmin@unida.ac.id

Abstract

The Kampus Merdeka student mobility program is a national program of the Indonesian government which is
applied to all universities. This study aims to determine the perspectives and interests of accounting students
towards the Kampus Merdeka student mobility program. This study uses a survey method with a qualitative
descriptive approach. The study was conducted on 129 accounting students. The results show that the
perspectives and interests of accounting students are included in the good category. However, efforts are still
needed to increase the perspective and interest of accounting students so that the objectives of implementing
this program can be felt Dby more accounting students at Djuanda  University.
Keywords: MBKM, Internship, Student Exchange, Student Mobility

1. Introduction

The main policy of the Kampus Merdeka consists of 4 aspects including: the opening of new Departments, the
higher education accreditation system, state universities with legal entities and the right to study for three
semesters outside the Department [1]-[3]. With regard to the right to study three semesters for students outside
the Department, the Indonesian Ministry of Education and Culture identified 3 basic problems behind the
implementation of this policy, including [3], [4]:

1. Students do not have much flexibility to take classes outside the program. its own study and campus;

2. The credit score for learning activities outside the classroom is very small and unfair to students who
have sacrificed a lot of time;

3. In many campuses, student exchanges or work practices delay students' graduation.

Based on these data, the Djuanda University Accounting Department realizes that the potential for participants
who will face the Kampus Merdeka student mobility program is huge. In addition to curriculum reorientation
efforts that really need to be done considering the era of the industrial revolution 4.0 which is so dynamic and
requires university graduates to be ready to face global challenges, the implementation of the Kampus Merdeka
student mobility program can also encourage the progress of the Djuanda University Accounting Department,
especially Lecturers, Students, Universities and Institutions. Labor Recipients. This is done to provide
opportunities for students to get a wider learning experience and new competencies through various program
options [3], [5]. In addition, students can adjust their interests and needs for the desired skills and competencies
and still achieve competence in accordance with the curriculum available at the Accounting Department at
Djuanda University.
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Figure 1 Distribution of Djuanda University Accounting Department Students in 2020

Based on these data, the Djuanda University Accounting Department realizes that the potential for participants
who will face the Kampus Merdeka student mobility program is huge. In addition to curriculum reorientation
efforts that really need to be done considering the era of the industrial revolution 4.0 which is so dynamic and
requires university graduates to be ready to face global challenges, the implementation of the Kampus Merdeka
student mobility program can also encourage the progress of the Djuanda University Accounting Department,
especially Lecturers, Students, Universities and Institutions. Labor Recipients. This is done to provide
opportunities for students to get a wider learning experience and new competencies through various program
options [3], [5]. In addition, students can adjust their interests and needs for the desired skills and competencies
and still achieve competence in accordance with the curriculum available at the Accounting Department at
Djuanda University.

In addition to the curriculum, one aspect that supports the realization of the Kampus Merdeka student mobility
program is the implementation of collaboration with partners to be able to implement the designed curriculum
[6]. The Djuanda University Accounting Department needs to conduct a study that can support the achievement
of program objectives. Based on this background, this study aims to determine the perspectives and interests of
accounting students towards the Kampus Merdeka student mobility program.

2. Literature Overview
2.1 Accounting Student Mobility

Student mobility is a movement of students to be directly involved in the learning process in higher education
[7]-[9]. With student mobility, students can directly determine part of the learning process according to the
interests needed. The challenge of student mobility is that the Department must be able to provide flexibility to
students in determining the selected student mobility program [8], [9]. In the Kampus Merdeka program, there
are programs that must be recognized by the Department, including Student Exchanges, Internships/Work
Practices, Teaching Assistance in Education Units, Research/Research, Humanitarian Projects, Entrepreneurial
Activities, Independent Studies/Projects, and Developing Villages/Lectures Thematic Real Work. The decision
regarding program selection rests with the student. A special study is needed regarding the interest of
accounting students in choosing the available student mobility programs. This is necessary so that the
Department can anticipate technical needs during implementation to the conversion of values that must be
carried out [10], [11].

2.2 Accounting Student Interest on The Kampus Merdeka Program
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The interest of accounting students in the Kampus Merdeka program is highly dependent on the competence of
graduates expected by students. This interest is strongly influenced by the perspective of prospective accounting
graduates on current job trends. The uptake of graduates from accounting Departments continues to grow from
time to time [3], [12], [13]. This is what makes the eight student mobility programs at Kampus Merdeka so
relevant to such dynamic changes. A study on the interest of accounting students in choosing an independent
campus student mobility program needs to be done [14]-[16]. Thus, lecturers can prepare themselves by
carrying out various self-development activities in accordance with the expectations of the needs of the industry
and the world of work for graduates of the accounting Department.

3. Methodology

The method used in this study is a survey method. Observations were made to 129 Accounting Students with a
qualitative descriptive approach. The data analysis method was carried out by describing the respondents’
answers and drawing conclusions and conducting qualitative analysis. The questions asked regarding the
perspective of accounting students on student mobility at Kampus Merdeka are as follows [17], [18]:

1. Knowledge of the availability of curriculum, guidelines and procedures for participating in student
mobility at Kampus Merdeka.

2. Knowledge of student mobility activities that have been carried out by the Department.
3. Source of information regarding student mobility at Kampus Merdeka.
4, Worries about joining the Kampus Merdeka student mobility program.
5. The influence of independent campus student mobility activities on the length of study.
6. Perspective on the benefits of participating in student mobility at the Kampus Merdeka.

After analyzing the perspective of accounting students, further observations were made on the interest of
accounting students in the Kampus Merdeka student mobility program. The questions asked to observe interest
are as follows [17], [18]:

1. The form of student mobility activities that have been carried out by the Department.

2. By participating in the Kampus Merdeka student mobility program, you will broaden your perspective
and provide additional competencies needed.

3. Improvement of soft-skills obtained after participating in the Kampus Merdeka student mobility
program in developing competence to get a job.

4. Interest in recommending the Kampus Merdeka student mobility program to friends.
5. The Kampus Merdeka student mobility program is the most popular.

4. Results and Discussion

2.1 Results

After the questionnaires were distributed to 129 respondents, the following are the respondents’ answers to
questions related to the accounting student's perspective on student mobility at Kampus Merdeka:
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1. 60% of students answered that they already knew about the availability of curriculum, guidelines, and
procedures. to participate in student mobility at the Kampus Merdeka. There are 40% of students who are not
fully aware of the availability of curriculum, guidelines, and procedures to participate in student mobility at the
Kampus Merdeka.

2. As many as 66% of students know that the accounting Department has carried out student mobility
activities prior to the Kampus Merdeka program. There are 34% of students who do not know that student
mobility activities have been carried out by accounting Departments, such as student exchanges across
Departments, internships, and independent studies.

3. As many as 40% of students know about the Kampus Merdeka student mobility program through
outreach activities carried out by universities. As many as 60% of students learned from various other sources
such as websites, friends, outreach conducted by the ministry, and others.

4. As many as 62% of students are worried about financing while participating in the Kampus Merdeka
student mobility program. There were 13% who answered that there was less support from universities to join
the program. The rest, feel they are not worried about the student mobility program at Kampus Merdeka

5. As many as 67% of students feel they can complete their studies on time even though they participate in
the student mobility program at Kampus Merdeka. 12% of students feel that the study period will be longer if
they join the Kampus Merdeka student mobility program.

6. 56% of students feel that participating in the Kampus Merdeka student mobility program is very
beneficial for them. 44% of students feel that they do not know the benefits of participating in the Kampus
Merdeka student mobility program.

After answering questions about the perspective of the Kampus Merdeka student mobility program, students
then answered questions about the Kampus Merdeka student mobility program that they were interested in. The
answers from 129 respondents regarding this matter are as follows:

1. As many as 35% of students know that the accounting Department has conducted internships as a form
of student mobility in the curriculum offered. As many as 65% know other forms of activity besides internships
which are divided into seven other programs.

2. As many as 80% of students believe that participating in the Kampus Merdeka student mobility program
will broaden their perspectives and provide additional competencies needed. As many as 20% of students still
do not know the benefits of participating in the Kampus Merdeka student mobility program.

3. As many as 52% of students are aware that there has been an increase in soft-skills after participating in
the Kampus Merdeka student mobility program. Students feel that improving soft-skills is very useful in
developing competence to get a job. There were no respondents who answered that there was no improvement
at all, and 40% of students answered that there was a very good improvement in soft-skills.

4, As many as 61% of students are interested in recommending the Kampus Merdeka student mobility
program to friends. As many as 39% are not interested in recommending this program to other students.

5. As many as 64% of accounting students choose internships as the student mobility program at the
Kampus Merdeka is the most popular. As many as 36% are spread over seven other programs, and none of the
accounting students choose teaching assistantship.

2.2 Discussion
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The results regarding students' perspectives on the Kampus Merdeka student mobility program show that
basically students have a good perspective on the Kampus Merdeka student mobility program. This is indicated
by the majority of respondents or on average 60% of students know this program and do not have any
objections to joining this program. A good perspective is also shown in the statement that students feel they can
still complete their studies on time by joining this program. Students also feel that the Kampus Merdeka student
mobility program provides benefits for them. However, efforts are still needed to improve the perspective of
accounting students in order to achieve the most optimal number. One of the most effective measures is wider
socialization of universities [7], [9], [17].

In the aspect of the interest of accounting students, it was found that internships were the most desirable
program for accounting students. This shows that field practice is the most effective means for accounting
students to hone the soft skills needed in the world of work. In addition, students are also interested in
recommending this program to friends, as a form of disseminating information that contains positive content
and is useful for others. However, it is still necessary to increase the interest of accounting students to
participate in the Kampus Merdeka student mobility program, in order to achieve the most optimal interest rate

[3]. [5], [16].
5. Conclusion

This study succeeded in identifying the perspectives and interests of accounting students in the Kampus
Merdeka student mobility program. Thus, it can be concluded that the perspectives and interests of accounting
students towards the Kampus Merdeka student mobility program are in the good category. Efforts to increase
the perspective and interest of higher education stakeholders need to be carried out so that the benefits of this
program can be obtained optimally.
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