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Fake science? Dubious publishers contribute to

undermining societal trust in (open) science and

medicine
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Becker1999 from Grove City, OH, CC BY 2.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0>, via Wikimedia Commons



Two major aspects in this talk

▪ Predatory Publishers: how to recognize them

▪ Hijacked Journals: a new challenge
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By Jesus Solana from Madrid, Spain [CC-BY-2.0], via Wikimedia Commons

“Scientific literacy must include the ability to recognize 

publishing fraud.”

Jeffrey Beall: Predatory publishers are corrupting open access.  

In Nature 489, 179, doi:10.1038/489179a

http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/489179a


Usual procedure of the Predatory Publishers
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• Credible journals – peer-review, revision, risk of rejection

• Predatory journals – „Greetings, We adore your research!” 
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Active email campaign to submit articles / conference 
papers, or serve on editorial boards,

often with reference to your previous articles / 
conference papers
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How to recognize predators?



How to recognize predators?

Open for you! An introduction series to open science > January 27, 2022

Predatory publishers often choose names 
confusingly similar to reputable titles..

The designations of the journals are very similar 

to those of renowned journals…
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How to recognize predators?
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Submission fees / APCs are comparatively low (not 

always the case!)
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How to recognize predators?
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The publisher claims to be a "leading publisher" 

(even though sometimes it just got started…)
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How to recognize predators?
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Accepting articles quickly with little 

or no peer review or quality control

Reference to fast processing time, high impact, 
etc. 
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Predatory conferences

▪ Who does organize this conference? Scholarly/professional society? University?

▪ What are the options to contact the conference organizers? Free email accounts or 

‘.edu’ domain?

▪ Is there a paper/abstract acceptance process well-described? It should not be too 

fast…

▪ Does the conference promise to publish your paper? Usually, legitimate conferences 

do not guarantee publication, but have a peer-review process for papers.
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“Think-Check-Submit“
Do you, your colleagues, or your supervisor  know the magazine/publisher?

Can you easily identify and contact the publisher?

Does the journal provide clear information about its peer review process?

Are the articles indexed in databases that you use yourself?

Have you heard of the members of the Editorial Board?
Do the members of the Board indicate the activity for the journal on their websites?

Is the publisher a member of a recognized initiative?
Does it belong to the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE)?
Is the journal listed in the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)?
Does the publisher belong to the Open Access Scholarly Publishers' Association (OASPA)?

Have a look at this website https://thinkchecksubmit.org/

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/


New challenge ‒ the identity fraud of scientific journals 

▪ hijacked journals 

▪ cloned journals

▪ replica journals
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Hijacked journals

▪ Establishing a fake website of scholarly journal, imitating the real one

▪ Identical or almost identical

▪ Contains authentical journal data (title, ISSN, address, editorial board 

members…)

▪ Modifications: more in English, enlarge journal profile, new bank account, 

new frequency, new e-mail addresses

▪ Modification: WEB domain address differs slightly

▪ Main goal: maximization of financial profit
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Hijacked ≠Predatory

▪ They publish or not

▪ They charge the access to journal archives
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Characteristics of hijacked journals

▪ Prestige of journal

▪ Citation index

▪ Indexed in databases

▪ However, not highest in the rankings (email invitation would not be reliable…)

▪ Most endangered:

▪ less known specialized, non-English journals

▪ published by small learned societies 

▪ in print version only

▪ High positioning in Google

▪ Hacking of Wikipedia websites and/or Web of Science (by inserting links to fake 
journal websites)
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▪ hidden websites

▪ registered not in the country of original journal

▪ registered in countries beyond the Western legal regulations

▪ the only way to warn: announcements and alerts on websites of 

original journals
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Difficult to chase and punish
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Example from Poland - Sylwan
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Predatory & hijacked publishers - risks for science

▪ Endangering integrality of scholarly communication

▪ Violating the reliability of scholarly publications

▪ Deforming the image of science.

▪ Inappropriate spending of public funds (received from research 

grants, etc.)



What to do, if you are in doubt

• Whitelists: Directory of Open Access Journals, Open Access 

Scholarly Publishers Association,

• Reference Databases: Web of Science /Journal Citations Report, 

Scopus

• Blacklists: (https://beallslist.net/; http://predatoryjournals.net/)

• Ask your subject librarian and/or your supervisor!
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Register for our upcoming events: https://4euplus.eu/4EU-273.html

Upcoming three sessions:
• “Publication strategies for monographs in Humanities and Social Sciences” | 7 February 2022, 10:00 - 11:30

• “Research Data Management – Introduction to FAIR and Open Data” | 7 March 2022, 15:00 - 16:30

• “Best practices for software in Open Science” | 21 March 2022

• … and four more in sunny spring and early summer, check the website!

https://4euplus.eu/4EU-273.html


Thank you!
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Schwesinger@ub.uni-heidelberg.de

Dr. Zuza Wiorogórska, University of Warsaw

Dr. Georg Schwesinger, Heidelberg University

mailto:z.d.wiorogorska@uw.edu.pl
mailto:Schwesinger@ub.uni-heildelberg.de

