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Men’s voices in pop music 
Development of the average vocal pitch range of songs with a male vocal lead compared to the 
pitch range of songs that ranked in the top 10 of the Billboard Hot 100 charts
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Nowadays it sounds like men in pop music sing much higher on average than they used to, but it is 
actually the other way around! 

The perception of an upward trend is only true when it comes to the big hits
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In 1988, the average of all pop 
songs with a male vocal lead 
sounded the highest

Clear trend: Rising 
pitch range until the 
early ‘90s. Then a 
drop-off.

But looking only at 
the top 10 ranked 
songs, the average  
pitch range in 
2019 is the highest 
in 60 years

When it comes to 
2019, men’s voices 
in pop music on 
average are much 
lower than the 
‘70s or ‘80s

Only songs 
that ranked in 
the top 10

(a) Traditional data visualization (b) Data storytelling visualization


