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Nominal categories

✓ Number (SG/PL)

✓ Case

• “Grammatical” (“syntactic”) case

• Locative forms: localization + orientation (locative case) (+ direction)

✓ Gender
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Double stem inflection

DIRECT STEM SG (=ABS.SG) DIRECT STEM PL (=ABS.PL)

OBLIQUE STEM SG OBLIQUE STEM PL

rursːi ‘girl’ rurs-be ‘girls’

rursːi-li- rurs-b-a-
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Case systems

✓ «non-locative» case forms (=grammatical, syntactic) cases: absolutive, ergative, 

dative, genitive, other (comitative, instrumental, contentive…)

✓ locative forms:

✓ localization + orientation



Sanzhi Dargwa

✓ Non-locative cases (Forker 2020: 54-55)

xːunul ‘woman’

singular plural

absolutive zero xːunul xːun-re

ergative -li, -l xːunul-li xːun-r-a-l

genitive -la (-lla) xːunul-la xːun-r-a-la

dative -j xːunul-li-j xːun-r-a-j

comitative -cːella xːunul-li-cːella xːun-r-cːella



Localizations

IN
ANTE

AD
SUPER



Orientations

ESSIVE

LATIVE ELATIVE

SUPER



Locative forms

STEM LOCALIZATION ORIENTATION (= LOCATIVE CASE)

SUPER
SUB
POST
IN / INTER
AD / APUD / CONT
ANTE

essive
lative
elative
(allative
translative)
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Itsari Dargwa

✓ Locative forms (simplified)

✓ tup ‘ball’ (oblique stem markers -li/-il/-i)

LATIVE ESSIVE ELATIVE DIRECTIVE

zero GM -r GM+al

SUPER -j tup-li-j tup-li-(j)-B tup-li-r tup-li-B-al

IN -cːi tup-i-cːi tup-i-cːi-B tup-i-cːi-r tup-i-cːi-B-al

SUB -gu tup-il-gu tup-il-gu-B tup-il-gu-r tup-il-gu-B-al

ANTE -sa tup-il-sa tup-il-sa-B tup-il-sa-r tup-il-sa-B-al

POST -ha tup-le-h tup-le-he-B tup-le-he-r tup-le-h-B-al



Locative forms

STEM LOCALIZATION ORIENTATION DIRECTION

SUPER
SUB
POST
IN / INTER
AD / APUD / 
CONT
ANTE

essive
lative
elative
(allative
ablative
translative)

hither
thither
downwards
upwards
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Case forms in Tanti Dargwa

✓ 6 non-locative forms (dubur ‘mountain’):

ABSOLUTIVE: dubur

ERGATIVE: dubur-li

GENITIVE: dubur-la

DATIVE: dubur-li-ž

COMITATIVE: dubur-li-cːele

ADVERBIAL: dubur-le

[+POST-TRANSLATIVE: dubur-li-hitːi]
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Case forms in Tanti Dargwa

…and 85 locative forms (without gender and number oppositions)



Case forms in Tanti Dargwa

dubur.li-ja-sele ‘hither onto the mountain’ at the mountain ?

dubur.li-sa-b ? hither from (inside of) the mountain ?

dubur.li-ja-r-kale ? upwards from (the top of) the mountain ?

dubur.li-gu-r-hale ? thither on the mountain ?

OBLIQUE STEM LOCALIZATION DIRECTION ORIENTATION

dubur.li SUPER: -ja
SUB: -gu
ANTE: -sa
IN: -cːe
AD: -šːu

lative: zero
essive: gender marker 
(-b/-r/-w/-d)
elative: -r

to the speaker: -sele
from the speaker: -dele
downwards: -kale
upwards: -hale



Postpositions and locative adverbs

Dargwa has a class of locative adverbs, which are also used as postpositions.

a. [sala-b] č’aˤk’-le diriх˳=sa-b

in.front-N(ESS) empty-ADV fog=COP-N

‘There is only fog ahead.’

b. [uškul-la sala-b] plašjat'ka č’e-b

school-GEN in.front-N(ESS) sports.field EXST-N

‘There is a sports field in front of the school.’



Postpositions

Postpositions inflect for orientation (=locative case) and direction and attach the same 

markers that the nouns

LATIVE: sala-kale ‘forward down’, sala-hale ‘forward up’, sala-dele ‘forward thither’, sala-

sele ‘forward hither’

ESSIVE: sala-b ‘in front of’

ELATIVE: sala-r-kale ‘from the front down’, sala-r-hale ‘from the front up’, sala-r-dele ‘from 

the front thither’, sala-r-sele ‘from the front hither’



Locative

Problem:

✓ the locative forms of nouns together with locative adverbs constitute a separate word class, 

a part of speech that we could call locative

✓ this approach presupposes that the markers of localization are derivational markers that put 

the former nouns into a new word class
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