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African Repositories
Facts & 
Figures 
54 fully recognised 
states all members of 
the United Nations and 
the African Union 

150 (137 ROAR) African 
repositories  
registered with  
OpenDOAR 

South Africa has 26 
public universities

35 DSpace users (SA)

South Africa 32
Kenya 26
Nigeria 20
Algeria 13
Tanzania 11
Zimbabwe 10
Egypt 5
Ghana 4
Botswana 2
Cape Verde 2
Ethiopia 2
Namibia 2
Rwanda 2
Senegal 2
Uganda 2
Cameroon 1
Lesotho 1
Tunisia 1
Zambia 1



Africa (23) 
•Eastern Africa (8) 
•Northern Africa (4) 
•Southern Africa (9) 
•Western Africa (2)

Southern Africa (9) 
South Africa (9)
National Research Foundation of South 
Africa 
Stellenbosch University 
Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf) 
University of Cape Town 
University of Free State 
University of Johannesburg 
University of Pretoria 
University of South Africa (UNISA) 
University of the Western Cape

http://roarmap.eprints.org/view/country/014.html
http://roarmap.eprints.org/view/country/015.html
http://roarmap.eprints.org/view/country/018.html
http://roarmap.eprints.org/view/country/011.html
http://roarmap.eprints.org/view/country/710.html
http://roarmap.eprints.org/687/
http://roarmap.eprints.org/687/
http://roarmap.eprints.org/11/
http://roarmap.eprints.org/660/
http://roarmap.eprints.org/777/
http://roarmap.eprints.org/8/
http://roarmap.eprints.org/9/
http://roarmap.eprints.org/10/
http://roarmap.eprints.org/1283/


South African Science & Knowledge Ecology



Authors’ accepted 
Manuscripts, if published 
version is restricted 

 

 
Open Access  
(journals, conference proceedings & 
books/book chapters)

Publisher PDFs/ HTMLversion free 
online (Internet)

 NRF OA Statement Requirements: Research Outputs 
Dissemination 

Pre-prints/Post-prints deposited in 
an OA institutional repository

Publicly funded data  
Dataset free online (open format, 
easily readable by computers) – if 
embargoed metadata should be 
published and made available in an 
OA repository



• Electronic 
Theses & 
Dissertations

• Final  peer-
reviewed e-
manuscripts 
submitted to non-
OA journals

• e-Datasets 
supporting 
publications & 
funded datasets

•Journal 
articles, 
Conference 
proceedings, 
Books/book 
chapters (OA 
e-
publications) PDFs Applicabl

e formats

PDFsPDFs

OA Publishers, OA 
Journals, OJS 
systems, i.e. SciELO

Institutional   
repository

Research Output Archiving & Dissemination - DOIs

NRF’s SADA repository



Data Publication and Citation 

❑ NRF is a national DOI registry for datasets publishing 

❑ NRF grantees will be encouraged to register their  datasets in 
order to get DOIs 

❑ Datasets can be curated/archived in the hosting institutional 
repository/ open access registered repository or NRF’s SADA 
repository  

❑ Datasets that are curated according to international standards 
and licensed through a DataCite usually get cited and get re-used 
by other researchers, or in collaboration with the owner, CC 
license is important  

Digital Object Identifiers 



African Open Data/Open Science Platform (ASSAf)

❑ The Science International Accord on Open Data in a Big Data World http://www.science-international.org/
#accord was launched at the Science Forum South Africa (SFSA) in December 2016.  It was fitting that the 
next edition of SFSA http://www.sfsa.co.za/ should see the launch of an African Open Science Platform 
intiatiative that seeks to put into practice the principles and enabling practices for Open Data and Open 
Science that are laid out in the Accord. 

❑ The Africa-wide initiative will promote the development and coordination of data policies, data training 
and data infrastructure.  An open science platform is conceived as an integrated set of arrangements that 
provides a policy, capacity-building and infrastructural framework for enhanced accessibility and impact. 
The initiative also focuses on the creation of national Open Science fora through which policies and 
coordination can be discussed and established. 

  
❑ The pilot phase is supported by the South African Department of Science and Technology (DST), funded by 

the National Research Foundation (NRF), directed by CODATA, the Committee on Dataof the International 
Council for Science (ICSU) and implemented by the Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf) http://
www.assaf.org.za/.

http://www.science-international.org/#accord
http://www.science-international.org/#accord
http://www.sfsa.co.za/
http://www.assaf.org.za/
http://www.assaf.org.za/






NRF Funded ETDs http://ir.nrf.ac.za/handle/10907/237

http://ir.nrf.ac.za/handle/10907/237
http://ir.nrf.ac.za/handle/10907/237


DSpace_CRIS Africa

Participants: 
ARC, CPUT, DUT, HSRC, 
NRF, SABINET, SANSA, UCT, 
UNISA, UNIVEN, UniZulu, 
National University of 
Science & Technology 
(Zimbabwe), University of 
Dar el Salaam, and 
University of Namibia
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