
Building trust in preprints
with discovery tools of the future



Indicators of trust for research
• FAIR open underlying data

• Reproducible code

• Comprehensive methods & 
materials description

• Funding information

• COI declaration

• Open authors, affiliations and 
contributions information

• Changes and updates: versions, 
retractions, removals, 
withdrawals

• Open citations and citation 
context

• Open peer review

• Expert curation and 
recommendations

…



How does open infrastructure 
help build trust in preprints?



Europe PMC perspective
Europe PMC started indexing preprints in 2018 to improve their discoverability. 
Currently, it indexes abstracts and metadata for over 370,000 preprints from 21 
different platforms and full text for over 25,000 COVID-19 related preprints.



Preprints in Europe PMC are enriched with links to data, smart citations, peer 
review materials, funding, author iDs and more. Preprint versions are linked to 
each other, and to the journal published version, when possible. 

Preprints as part of the ecosystem

*Numbers above are based on the openly available data for preprints in Europe PMC



What does this mean for the reader?

http://europepmc.org/article/PPR/PPR157416



What does this mean for the reader?

http://europepmc.org/article/PPR/PPR97624 / http://europepmc.org/article/PPR/PPR428564



What does this mean for the reader?

http://europepmc.org/article/PPR/PPR414796



What does this mean for the reader?

http://europepmc.org/article/PPR/PPR104732



What does this mean for the reader?

http://europepmc.org/article/PPR/PPR419433



What does this mean for the reader?

http://europepmc.org/article/PPR/PPR286317



The future of preprint discovery
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What is on the roadmap?
• Handling preprints in multiple languages (SciELO, Crossref)
• Displaying preprint peer review status (Crossref, Open Research 

Platforms, NISO, …)
• Indexing and displaying the text of the preprint reviews (Sciety, 

Review Commons, DocMaps initiative)
• Adding preprint license data (Crossref)
• Labelling curated & reviewed preprints in search results (multiple 

External Link partners)
…



Developing new tools for preprint discovery will require joint groundwork of 
developing community standards, producing high quality open metadata, and 
implementing open protocols to share preprint-related information.

The future of preprint discovery

repositoryName Y Y N Y N Y Y Y -

postedDate Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Required

articleTitle Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Required

abstract Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Required

authorName Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Required

ORCID Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Desired

authorAffiliation N Y N N N N N N Desired

license N Y Y Y Y N Y Y Desired

funding N N N Y N N N N Desired

references N N N Y N Y N N Desired

isPreprintOf Y N N NA Y Y N Y Desired


