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Unit 2 - Snippet 36 

Practical activity – Identify the text purpose? (1) 
Read the text below and try to find out what the text focuses on and which kind of 
‘frame’ as outlined in the snippet 35 table is the best fit. Just to recap, these are the 
frames that relate to the text purpose: Cause/effect; concept/definition; 
compare/contrast; goal/action/outcome; problem/solution; proposition/support 

Understanding climate change 
Our climate is changing, largely due to the observed increases in human activities 
such as the burning of fossil fuels (coal, oil and natural gas), agriculture and land 
clearing. Changes over the 20th century include increases in global average air and 
ocean temperature, widespread melting of snow and ice and rising global sea levels. 
The extra heat in the climate system has other impacts such as affecting 
atmospheric and ocean circulation, which influences rainfall and wind patterns. 
Another serious impact of the increasing concentration of atmospheric carbon 
dioxide is ocean acidification. Around a quarter of the carbon dioxide produced by 
humans is absorbed by the oceans. As the carbon dioxide dissolves in sea water it 
forms a weak carbonic acid, making the ocean more acidic. There are early 
indications that some marine organisms are already being affected by ocean 
acidification. 
The global average air temperature has increased by around 0.85 degrees Celsius 
since 1880. The observed increase in temperatures has occurred across the globe, 
with rising temperatures recorded on all continents and in the oceans. World 
Meteorological Organization records show that the decade of 2001–10 was the 
world’s warmest decade on record, and that the 2000s were warmer than the 1990s, 
which in turn were warmer than the 1980s.  
Scientists agree that the worst effects of climate change can largely be avoided if 
carbon dioxide emissions are reduced to an acceptable level. 
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