
Workshop Wrapup



● Many funders are reviewing their research output 
management plans

● The FAIR (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, 
Reusable) Principles intersect with output management 
plans
○ FAIR Principles for Research Software developed

● How should software be treated in relation to the 
Research Data Alliance Common Standard for 
machine-actionable Data Management Plans?

The future of software management plans

https://doi.org/10.15497/rda00039
https://doi.org/10.15497/rda00039


● A static software management plan is not as good as a 
living one: start small and revise

● A good software management plan is not a goal in itself, 
but rather the key mechanism to knowledge sharing and 
reuse: ensure that all are involved

● A great software management plan extends and evolves 
with your goals and project: tie this in to your other 
processes and practices

Lessons Learned



● Next steps
○ Do it! Put your knowledge into practice
○ Tell us! Give us feedback on how it went
○ Pay it forward! Pass on the knowledge to someone 

else

Materials are openly licensed and we’re happy to support 
you running your own workshops.

Next Steps



● SSI Guidance
○ Software Management Plans
○ Checklist for a Software Management Plan (including templates)  
○ Software Evaluation Guide

● Related articles
○ Transparency in research… and football
○ ELIXIR Software Management Plan for life sciences

● Examples
○ Wellcome
○ Netherlands eScience Center
○ US National Science Foundation
○ European Commission Horizon Europe (FAIR) 

Getting further help

https://www.software.ac.uk/software-management-plans
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.2159713
https://www.software.ac.uk/resources/guides-everything/software-evaluation-guide
https://blog.esciencecenter.nl/transparency-in-research-and-football-765a726ab5c9
https://doi.org/10.37044/osf.io/k8znb
https://wellcome.org/grant-funding/guidance/how-complete-outputs-management-plan
https://www.esciencecenter.nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/SMP2021-v1.057.pdf
https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/dmp.jsp
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/cross-cutting-issues/open-access-data-management/data-management_en.htm


● These workshop materials are based on previous materials developed by:
○ Steve Crouch - workshops for ELIXIR and NLeSC/NWO
○ Shoaib Sufi - webinar for the Exascale Computing Project
○ Mike Jackson - checklist for a Software Management Plan
○ Neil Chue Hong - writing and using a software management plan
○ Digital Curation Centre - checklist for a data management plan

● Funding for the Software Sustainability Institute has been provided by the 
UK Research Councils through grants EP/H043160/1, EP/N006410/1 and 
EP/S021779/1.

● All images licensed under Unsplash licence
○ https://unsplash.com/license
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