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Housekeeping notes

• This meeting is being recorded. All participants will receive a link 
to the recording shortly. 

• Slides are on Zenodo. See the chat box for the link.
• Questions? Put them in the chat box or raise your hand. 
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Speakers

Kelly Woods is the Senior Associate Publisher at F1000, a leading Open 
Research publisher, responsible for looking after Open Research Europe, in 
collaboration with partners LIBER, Eurodoc and GYA. 

Matthew Ranscombe is a Senior Assistant Editor in the Prepublications 
team at F1000, primarily responsible for handling submissions in the 
humanities and social sciences.

Joe Kelly is an Associate Editorial Assistant in the Peer Review Team at 
F1000. 
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Background
Who | What | When | Where | Why | How
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Where did ORE come from?

Public procurement - 5.8 Million EUR contract signed in Mar 2020 with 
F1000 Research for four years 

GYA, Liber and Eurodoc as collaborators/subcontractors for tasks 2 and 3

OpenAIRE are a partner to help with syndication and communication of ORE

Platform was opened for submission in November 2019 and went fully 
live in March 2021



Information Classification: General

Ambitions of the European Commission
To lead by example in operationalising open science principles within 
scientific publishing

- e.g. open peer-review, early sharing of research, new generation 
indicators…

… while contributing to transparency and cost-effectiveness 

- APCs for the Commission set in procurement (780 euros)

… and exploring sustainable open access publishing business models

- Institutional publishing (EC), costs of publishing, collaborative publishing 
with other funders in the future?
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Why a publishing platform?
High quality, reliable and efficient publishing venue for EU research

- High scientific standards, swift and transparent processes, expert Scientific 
Advisory Board 

- No cost to authors/beneficiaries i.e. a non-APC platform

A venue where grantees can publish post-grant the results of their work, while 
respecting their open access obligations
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The platform as a publishing service
Original peer-reviewed articles & pre-prints

- Stemming from Horizon 2020/Horizon Europe-funded research

Immediate open access

- With content licensed for re-use

Open peer review

- Open reviewer identities, published reviews, post-publication comments

Super-networked and TDM-able

- PIDs, connection to repositories, open data and software, interoperable 
technologies,  preservation of content…
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The platform as a publishing service
New generation metrics

- Each article will have a dedicated metrics page

Explicit, accessible and transparent on business processes and 
publication policies

- Will all be published on the site for everyone to see 

Aligned with the EC policy and principles

- Takes burden of researchers as its fully compliant 

Following example of other funders

- Such as the Wellcome Trust (Wellcome Open Research) and others

https://wellcomeopenresearch.org/
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Open Research Publishing Model
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Progress of the platform so far
131 published articles 51 articles passed peer review
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Submission
ORCID | Article Types | CRediT | Funding | Gateways
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Diversity of article types
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Preprint
Pre-Pub Checks | Publication
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Pre-Publication Checks
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Open Research Europe publishes articles and other research outputs across the 
physical and life sciences, engineering, medicine, social sciences and 
humanities.

Our pre-publications team has a broad range of subject expertise, with teams for 
Science, Technology and Medicine (STEM) and Humanities and Social Sciences 
(HSS). Each submission undergoes initial checks, copyediting and revisions with 
this team. 

Our team’s subject level expertise is crucial as each subject area requires a 
different perspective or format for the same article type, with different 
approaches. 

The Pre-publications team

Peer Review 
team

Production 
team

Prepublications 
team
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Submission
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Once submitted, our prepublications team will perform the initial checks on manuscripts, as well as 
checking author details and Horizon 2020 funding status

Authorship criteria and affiliations –

 Check for a Horizon 2020 grant

 Author affiliations checked against grant 
information

Plagiarism –

 iThenticate reports 

Data availability –

 Underlying/extended data available in line with 
open data policy, e.g. DOI, license, citation.

Initial checks

Ethics and Consent –

 Ethics/consent statements, including consent for 
participation/publication, clinical trial registrations, 
animal licenses, ethical approval

Language –

 Ensures the article is written in intelligible English
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Data availability statement

 Required for every submission

Repositories

 Needs a data license, DOI and data policy

Licenses

 Creative commons licenses CC0 1.0 or CC-BY 4.0

Underlying and extended data

 Underlying data – data used to generate the results of the study

 Extended data – supplementary files or information

Ethics and consent

 Required for all studies involving humans or regulated animals

Data availability and ethics
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Prepub checks

 Light copyedit 

 Check content including grant info, article type, methods, reporting guidelines etc.

Conditional acceptance

 Sent once the prepub checks are complete

 Outlines our requirements for publication after copyediting

Revisions

 Compare the revised manuscript to the original

 Further rounds of revisions if necessary

 Once ready, mark as ‘ready for typesetters’

Pre-publication checks
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Copyediting
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Publication
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Peer Review
Selection | Verification | Invitation
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Selecting reviewers – author selection
Once an article has been conditionally accepted, authors are directed to the peer reviewing section of 
their ORE account to select reviewers.

ORE requires authors to suggest 5 reviewers (which must be verified) – articles will not be published 
without them.

The ORE editorial management system and the editorial team support authors in making the author 
suggestions. 

Selection is made two ways:

1. Through knowledge of their field of research

2. Using the ORE peer review selector tool
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Reviewer verification
Once the names have been selected, they await verification by the ORE editorial team.

• Qualified – reviewers are checked they have the correct expertise

• Expert - at least 3 articles as lead author in a relevant topic, with at least 1 article having 
been published in the last 5 years

• Impartial - no co-authoring with lead authors in the 3 years preceding; don’t work at the 
same institution; are not a close collaborator with an author, no competing interests

• Global: For any given article, we require authors to suggest geographically-diverse 
reviewers

• Diverse: reviewers should be diverse with regards to their gender, location and career stage

• Additional expertise: e.g., statistics experts required if necessary
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Reviewer invitation and publication

Upon publication ORE editorial team will invite the agreed verified reviewers

When a Review is received the editorial team:

• Ensure all aspects of an article is reviewed and the peer review 
questions have been answered

• Check the reports for tone and language and the correct status has 
been applied

• Publish the report online (triggering email to the author)

If reviewers decline to review the editorial team:

• Update the system with declines and reason
• Reach out to the author for more suggestions (which get verified again)
• Provide support for selections if needed
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Reviewer obligations

Upon publication ORE editorial team will invite the agreed verified reviewers

When a review is published:

• Reviewer identity made publicly available
• Reviewer report made publicly available
• Must add any competing interests
• Asked to declare their reviewer expertise (which is published)

2 ‘Approved’ Status

2 ‘Approved with reservations’ 
and 1 ‘Approved’ Status
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Reviewer form
A reviewer must fill in all sections of this form to be published in ORE

Each different type of paper on ORE has a specific set 
of questions which reviewers must answer.
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Passed Peer Review
Track | Comment | Cite
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Passed Peer Review
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Peer Review Reports
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What are the benefits?

• Fast – articles are published rapidly (as 
quickly as a week)

• Inclusive – can publish all research 
outputs

• Open – fulfils Commission’s OA & data 
sharing requirements

• Reproducible – data is published 
alongside article

• Transparent – open, author-driven, peer 
review

• Easy – costs are met directly by the 
Commission
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open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/

https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/
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