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A dedicated section in COAR website

• Metadata and Vocabularies – COAR (coar-repositories.org)

https://www.coar-repositories.org/news-updates/what-we-do/controlled-vocabularies/


And new vocabularies editorial and 
publishing systems

Multilinguality as a strong asset in the vocabularies! 
Resource types vocab: 15 languages 
Access rights vocab: 13 languages
Version types vocab: 10 languages. 
Would you like to contribute yours? office@coar-repositories.org

Technical support
University of Vienna Library 
(iQVoc) and Antleaf
(publication pipeline)

mailto:office@coar-repositories.org


FAIR Vocabularies

Controlled Vocabularies for Repositories: Resource Types (coar-
repositories.org)

Good practices

• Determine the 
governance 
arrangements and 
custodian responsible 
for the vocabulary

• Assign unique 
identifier to (a) the 
vocabulary and (b) 
each term in the 
vocabulary

• Make the vocabulary 
accessible for humans 
and machines

• Add vocabulary
metadata

https://vocabularies.coar-repositories.org/resource_types/
https://fairvocabularies.github.io/examples/


New version of Resource Types Vocabulary

Released in July 2021
30 new concepts (93 

in total)

13 new subconcepts under
“dataset”: 

aggregated data, clinical trial 
data, compiled data, encoded
data, experimental data, genomic
data, geospatial data, laboratory
notebook, measurement and test 
data, observational data, recorded
data, simulation data and survey data

6 new subconcepts under “patent”: 
PCT application, design 
patent, plant patent, plant variety 
protection, software 
patent and utility model

2 new subconcepts under
“design”: 

industrial design
layout design

Other new concepts/sub-concepts:
source code, conference 
presentation, other 
periodical, research protocol, peer 
review, commentary, transcription 
and trademark

Removed concepts:
interview, report part, contribution 
to journal, internal report, other 
type of report, report to funding 
agency and periodical. These 
concepts remain in the earlier 
versions of the vocabulary, and the 
PURL URIs continue to resolve.



Structure of the vocabularies: a refresh

Definition of the
concept in English 
and source

One preferred label of the
concept in every language and 
optional alternate labels

PURL for each
concept

Broader concept *within* 
the vocabularyRelated terms

in *other* 
classifications



Please send us your feedback, suggestions, 
requests, expression of interest…

Feedback form for COAR Controlled Vocabularies – COAR (coar-
repositories.org)

https://www.coar-repositories.org/feedback-form-vocabularies/


How to implement the vocabularies

COAR Controlled Vocabularies Implementation Guide (coar-repositories.github.io)

Implementation details in 
repository platforms (DSPACE, 
DSPACE-CRIS, Samvera, Eprints, 
Haplo) and Open Journal 
Systems (OJS)

If you would like to contribute to 
the guide for a new repository 
platform or add your repository 
to the list of use cases, please 
create an issue 
on Github or email us.

https://coar-repositories.github.io/vocabularies-implementation-guide/
https://github.com/coar-repositories/vocabularies-implementation-guide/issues
mailto:office@coar-repositories.org


Work ahead: a sneak preview
More support
• New FAQs COMING SOON
• Sections: vocabs management, releases frequency and participation, 

good practices using the vocabs, resources of interest, collaboration with
like minded initiatives

More interoperability
• Complete the resource types vocabulary with links to matches in other

vocabularies and dictionaries
• Right now, related external terms come from DCMI, FABIO, BIBO, Eprint.. 

More uptake
• COAR Vocabularies in registries, vocabulary services…: LOV, BARTOC, Fairsharing…
• Translations of definitions of concepts. Guía para la evaluación de repositorios 

institucionales de Investigación | FECYT. Translations of new concepts in v3 by Costa Rica 
community coming soon

• Case studies on usage

https://www.fecyt.es/es/publicacion/guia-para-la-evaluacion-de-repositorios-institucionales-de-investigacion


THANKS!
Isabel.bernal@bib.csic.es


