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‘Eat meal’ in Khams Tibetan in the Tibetosphere of Yunnan

SUZUKI, Hiroyuki
Fudan University

Abstract: This article deals with a geolinguistic analysis of two words, ‘meal’ and ‘eat’,
and an expression ‘eat meal’ in Yunnan Tibetan (Khams). In Literary Tibetan, the verb za
‘eat’ generally takes a cognate object za ma ‘meal’. However, in Yunnan Tibetan, the
phenomenon of the cognate object is not pervasive. The linguistic map for ‘meal’ shows
that all the varieties use zan, with the exception of a single variety, Daan, which uses za
ma. The linguistic map for ‘eat’ displays that there are two roots, za (literally ‘eat’)
and 'cha’ (literally ‘chew’), exhibiting a continuous distribution: east ('cha’) and west (za).
Consequently, the linguistic map for ‘eat meal’ almost follows the distribution of the word
form for ‘eat’. The word form for ‘eat’ is related to the dialect classification in most cases.
The word form corresponding to za is principally used in the sDerong-nJol group, whereas
that corresponding to ’cha’ is principally used in the Sems-kyi-nyila and Chaphreng groups.
From this perspective, it is noteworthy that the sPomtserag dialect (sDerong-nJol)
uses 'cha’, and that the Melung dialect (Sems-kyi-nyila) uses za. The article gives an
interpretation on the case of the sPomtserag dialect, which genetically belongs to the
sDerong-nJol group but has received a strong influence from varieties of the Sems-kyi-
nyila group.*
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B & DR BT, 202:76D e LCHND, LovL7en
5. FEFEAE LTI K1 2R T L DI IFE zan OXISERBRBD N5,

— 5 C. zan OXIGTERD 21X A iﬂx%:?a@‘f”ﬁ“(?béO) XL, zama
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AT S, DEIRIZROMNDFRO BiIVD, e/, T2 & 21X Myigzur (J&
W) HETIedl WO IBERTEND, W ED., B E/e/OMEIC L 5T
AR 0223 128 b LT &5 2 55, MiX. 72 & 21% mBalhag (EL57) 55 T/ 18/
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HIERICET D,

3. FED
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ENERERRT D4 [ ZidA) &iﬁﬂ [R5 2L L, ZDHMmITON
\7Fﬁ L7,

B zamaza T I3RS | ST AL, BTy MBS
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Suzuki (2018:13-14)IC L A EFF X v NEEOSRE LRI 5,
1.  Sems-kyi-nyila (FFEE) FEHE
a. rGyalthang (7 ¥#)
b. East Yunling Mountain (2248 LIk H4E)
c. Melung  (HEVE E4350)
d.dNgo ($iF)

e. Lamdo (JRAT)
2. sDerong-nJol (f§4&7H8K) J75HE

a. West Yunling Mountain (224 (LI JRVG5)
b. sPomtserag (F=7-#l)
c. gYagrwa (GEHI)
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