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ABSTRACT 
 
 

COVID-19 had resulted in significant educational reforms. Face-to-face classrooms were 
transformed into other learning modalities, including distance learning. Learning was possible but 
has challenges as well. As a result, the purpose of this study was to determine the experiences of 
junior high school students in the District 1 Province of Batangas in the pre-implementation of 
distance learning in the new normal. Specifically, it aimed to achieve the following statements: [1] 
describe the distance learning experiences of mathematics students in the following as assessed 
by teachers and students themselves specifically with [1.1] modular distance learning; [1.2] online 
distance learning; and [1.3] tv/radio-based instruction, [2] find the difference in the assessments 
made by the teachers and students, and [3] identify the coping mechanism in the difficulties 
encountered in distance learning. The respondents were selected through a multi-stage sampling 
and answered the survey questionnaire through a Google form. The documented assessments 
were recorded and coded. Results identified that the student’s experiences in the new normal can 
be summarized into three significant themes: having difficulties answering their modules, spending 
their whole day finishing their assignments, and fearing nothing learned in the modality they chose 
for their distance learning. However, there was a significant difference in the assessment made by 
mathematics students and teachers in modular distance learning. On the other hand, there was no 
significant difference in the assessment made in online distance learning. Additionally, the students' 
coping mechanisms had three themes; taking a bath, organizing things for a conducive 
environment, and thinking positively. The following conclusions were drawn based on the findings: 
In distance learning, the majority of students struggled to study independently; there was a 
significant difference in teacher and student assessments in modular distance learning; and 
students in distance learning require support from their parents and teachers. 
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