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rhododendri (dolling, 1972) (heteroptera, Miridae) and notes on
other rare and alien true bugs in Switzerland
david frey1,2, andrea zanetta1,3, Marco Moretti1 & 
ralf heckMann4

1 Swiss federal research institute wSl, Biodiversity and conservation Biology, zürcherstrasse 111,
ch-8903 Birmensdorf, Switzerland

2 institute for terrestrial ecosystems, department of environmental Systems Science, eth zurich,
universitätstrasse 16, ch-8092 zürich, Switzerland

3 department of Biology, ecology & evolution, chemin du Musée 10, ch-1700 fribourg, Switzer-
land

4 Schillerstrasse 13, d-78467 konstanz, germany
corresponding author: ralf.p.heckmann@t-online.de

an extensive arthropod survey of 85 urban gardens in the city of zurich revealed the presence of two
new true bug species for Switzerland, the european Chlamydatus saltitans (fallén, 1807) and the north
american Tupiocoris rhododendri (dolling, 1972). furthermore, we confirm a formerly doubted
Swiss record of the Mediterranean Orius laevigatus laevigatus (fieber, 1860) and record the Medi-
terranean Macrolophus glaucescens (fieber, 1858) and M. melanotoma (a. costa, 1853) for the first
time north of the western alps. we also report new records north of the alps of the thermophiles
Nezara viridula (linnaeus, 1758) and Liorhyssus hyalinus (fabricius, 1794), and give new records of
the alien Halyomorpha halys (Stål, 1855), Leptoglossus occidentalis (heidemann, 1910) and Stepha-
nitis takeyai (drake & Maa, 1955) and the rare native Ceratocombus coleoptratus (zetterstedt, 1819).

keywords: distribution, first record, garden, heteroptera, invasive, urban, Switzerland, zurich

introduction
rapid floral and faunal turnover is occurring worldwide due to human mediated
environmental change (Sala et al. 2000). hence, reporting species occurrences is
important for evaluating extinction risks of threatened species and for early detec-
tion of potentially invasive organisms (nichols & williams 2006; Simberloff et al.
2013).

cities are hotspots of species turnover. on the one hand, anthropogenic habi-
tat disturbance, modification, loss and fragmentation lead to changes in richness and
abundance of native species (Mckinney 2008; faeth et al. 2011; turrini & knop
2015). on the other hand, the increased movement of persons and exchange of goods
favour the introduction of non-native species (rebele 1994; kowarik 2011). 

gardens are a major component of urban green space and may therefore play
an important role in shaping urban biodiversity (gaston 2005; goddard et al. 2010).
whereas their importance as sources of alien plant species is recognized (hodkin-
son & thompson 1997; Smith et al. 2006a), fewer studies have focused on garden
arthropods (owen 1991; Smith et al. 2006b, 2006c; goddard et al. 2010; Sattler et
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al. 2010; germann et al. 2015). this contrasts with their key role as both pests and
beneficial organisms. there have been particularly few in-depth studies on true bugs
(heteroptera) in gardens and in urban areas in general (Mckinney 2008; raupp et
al. 2010; but see Smith et al. 2006b, 2006c; turrini & knop 2015).

the lack of data on the diversity and distribution of heteroptera in anthropo-
genic ecosystems is all the more surprising since several true bug species are con -
sidered to be agricultural and horticultural pests (kenis 2005; rabitsch 2010). their
close association with plants favours their accidental introduction, in particular with
the readily available ornamental plants and non-native forest trees (rabitsch 2010).
in consequence, alien true bugs have been increasingly reported across europe
(rabitsch 2010). in Switzerland, however, data on both native and alien bug spe-
cies remain incomplete (kenis 2005).

the aim of this paper is to report first records of species of true bugs in Switzer-
 land and to report first records north of the western alps of rare and alien species,
as well as true bugs, that had previously only been found in other parts of Switzer-
land. 

Material and MethodS
an arthropod survey was conducted within the framework of the Sinergia Snf
(Swiss national foundation) project Bettergardens (www.bettergardens.ch) led by
the research institute of organic agriculture (fiBl) in collaboration with the Swiss
federal research institute for forest Snow and landscape (wSl). the survey was
carried out in 43 private gardens, 41 allotment garden lots and one school garden,
which were located across the entire city of zurich, Switzerland. garden lots were
chosen along a) a management intensity and structural complexity gradient, ranging
from extensive and structurally rich to intensive and structurally poor; and b) along
an urbanization gradient, ranging from the city centre to the urban fringe. within
each garden, surface dwelling arthropods were caught using six 70 mm diameter
pitfall traps covered with transparent roofs as rain protection. traps were placed in
two of the most abundant garden habitats, i.e. lawn, flower- or vegetable-beds and
berry cultivations. within each habitat, traps were arranged in an equilateral triangle
with a side length of one meter. alternatively, traps were placed in a single row of
one-metre length, where the arrangement in triangles was not possible. in addition,
flying arthropods were sampled with three one-litre bowl traps fixed on a triangu-
lar wooden pole (Buri et al. 2014), which was placed in a central and unshaded
pos ition in each garden. each bowl was sprayed with either uv-bright blue, white
or yellow paint (Sparvar leuchtfarbe, Spray-color gmbh, Merzenich, germany,
details in westphal et al. 2008) and three quarters filled with 0.2 % rocima solu-
tion (bactericide and fungicide from acima, Buchs, Switzerland). the traps were
continuously open between May 18th and august 19th 2015 and emptied weekly.
arthropods were sorted into specific taxa and sent to specialists for further deter-
mination. heteroptera were identified by ralf heckmann. vouchers of the species
new to Switzerland are deposited temporarily in his reference collection.

in the following section, garden type, geographical coordinates, altitude, date
of collection, number of individuals, sex, trap type and, for pitfall traps, the trap
location are given. finally, the existing literature is reviewed and the probable native
or alien status is discussed.
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on CHLAMYDATUS SALTITANS and TUPIOCORIS RHODODENDRI (heteroPtera)

reSultS and diScuSSion

ceratocoMBidae
Ceratocombus coleoptratus (zetterstedt, 1819)
1. private garden; n 47°23'09.5", e 8°28'43.6"; 414 m; 1st June 2015; 1 �; pitfall trap in lawn. 
2. private garden; n 47°23'02.6", e 8°29'55.7"; 405 m; 8th June 2015; 1 �; pitfall trap in lawn.

Ceratocombus coleoptratus is considered to be relatively rare in Switzerland
and has previously been recorded in eight cantons. here we present the second and
third records of this species in the canton of zurich (hollier et al. 2014). C. coleop-
tratus lives on the soil surface among mosses and litter and is found at forest mar-
gins, in heaths and in swamps (wachmann et al. 2006). thus, recording it in inten-
sively managed garden lawns situated in residential areas of the city of zurich is
surprising. while this observation shows that the species can disperse into urban
areas, it remains unclear whether it is able to naturalize there. furthermore, this
inconspicuous species may be considered to be rare due to observer bias rather than
natural rarity (heckmann & rieger 2001; hollier et al. 2014).

tingidae
Stephanitis takeyai (drake & Maa, 1955) (fig. 1)
1. allotment «wehrenbach»; n 47°21'19.6", e 8°34'40.4"; 480 m; 9th June 2015; 1 �; bowl trap. 
2. private garden; n 47°22'01.2", e 8°32'03.7"; 409 m; 9th June 2015; 1 �; bowl trap.

these are, to our knowledge, only the second and third records of Stephani-
tis takeyai in Switzerland, where the species was first found in the canton of St.
gallen (Megróz 2008). it is native to Japan and feeds on ericaceae; especially Pie-
ris japonica, which is a widespread ornamental plant in europe (rabitsch 2008).
thus it is considered to be a horticultural pest and probably disperses with the com-
mercial sale of garden plants. in europe, S. takeyai was first recorded in the nether-
lands in 1994 (aukema 1996) and has subsequently expanded to become estab lished
in austria, Belgium, the czech republic, france, germany, great Britain, italy, the
netherlands, Poland and Switzerland (aukema et al. 2013). the occurrence in hun-
gary was supplemented by vétek et al. (2012). although few records currently exist
in Switzerland, it is likely that the species is naturalizing due to the widespread hor-
ticultural use of exotic ericaceae. 

Miridae
Macrolophus glaucescens (fieber, 1858)
1. allotment «Stotzstrasse»; n 47°19'50.7", e 8°30'36.1"; 510 m; 27th July 2015; 1 �; bowl trap.

this is the first record of Macrolophus glaucescens north of the western alps. this
Mediterranean species reaches the northern edge of its distribution range in south -
ern Switzerland (canton ticino), eastern austria, and hungary (göllner-Scheiding
& rezbanyai-reser 1992). in the czech republic, the species is considered to have
been introduced, probably together with its host plants (Šefrová & laštùvka 2005;
kment 2006). M. glaucescens differs morphologically from the Mediterranean
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fig. 1. a male Stephanitis takeyai (drake & Maa, 1955) from zurich sampled during the Bettergar-
dens arthropod survey. the body-length is slightly below 4 mm. the main difference to european spe-
cies of the genus is the larger and more rounded neck bubble. Photograph by c. rieger.
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M. melanotoma and the native M. pygmaeus by having a much broader black spot
behind the eye and a shorter 2nd antennal segment with respect to the width of the
pronotum. in its native area, M. glaucescens is associated with Echinops sphaero-
cephalus (asteraceae), a ruderal and thermophilous plant native to eurasia (wach-
mann et al. 2004). this plant species has a great ornamental value and is there fore
frequently cultivated in gardens (d. frey, personal observation). in zurich, it is
likely that M. glaucescens has been introduced accidentally, with its presence favoured
by the frequent cultivation of echinops. yet it remains unclear whether M. glau-
cescens is currently naturalized north of the Swiss alps. 

Macrolophus melanotoma (a. costa, 1853)
1. allotment «Stotzstrasse»; n 47°19'50.7", e 8°30'35.9"; 510 m; 20th July 2015; 1 � and 1 nymph;

pitfall trap in vegetable bed. 
2. allotment «wehrenbach»; n 47°21'23.6", e 8°34'38.0"; 492 m; 21st July 2015; 1 �; pitfall trap in

vegetable bed. 
3. allotment «Susenberg»; n 47°23'02.0", e 8°33'44.6"; 623 m; 18th august 2015; 2 ��; bowl trap. 
4. private garden; n 47°21'11.9", e 8°34'41.3", 494 m; 18th august 2015; 1 �; bowl trap. 
5. allotment «wydäckerring»; n 47°22'14.9", e 8°29'45.5"; 431 m; 10th august 2015; 1 �; bowl trap. 
6. allotment «hagenbuchrain»; n 47°22'13.1", e 8°29'02.0"; 478 m; 17th august 2015; 1 �, bowl trap. 
7. allotment «käferberg»; n 47°24'02.9", e 8°31'25.9"; 520 m; 10th august 2015; 1 �; bowl trap. 
8. allotment «Steinkluppe»; n 47°24'09.0", e 8°32'17.8"; 460 m; 13th July 2015; 1 �; bowl trap.

these are the first records of the Mediterranean bug Macrolophus melanotoma north
of the alps in Switzerland. in our investigation the species was found even more
frequently than its native congener M. pygmaeus. in Switzerland, M. melanotoma
has been recurrently recorded in the Southern alpine canton ticino, where it occurs
sporadically (göllner-Scheiding & rezbanyai-reser 1992; otto & rezbanyai-reser
1996; göllner-Scheiding & rezbanyai-reser 2000). the distribution records given
in daiSie (delivering alien invasive Species inventories for europe, 2016) for
north and central europe (including the arctic island of Svalbard) are doubtful and
may pertain to glasshouse observations or may be due to a confusion with M. pyg-
maeus or to a software-error. no peer reviewed publications reporting M. melano-
toma from one of these countries exist to our knowledge. M. melanotoma differs
morphologically from M. pygmaeus by having a narrower black spot behind the eye,
shorter 2nd antennal segments (wagner 1970-71) and shorter middle-tibiae (r.
heckmann, personal observation). however, M. melanotoma remains difficult to
distinguish from M. pygmaeus, and the two species are often confused (castañé et
al. 2013). Both M. pygmaeus and M. melanotoma are used as biocontrol agents in
greenhouse cultures in europe (rabitsch 2008). although, in Switzerland, only the
use of the native M. pygmaeus is approved (Bundesamt für landwirtschaft 2016),
a mistaken use of M. melanotoma in cultures could have led to its introduction.
alternatively, the species could have been accidentally introduced with the inter-
national trade of plants or with the intensive movement of people and goods
be tween Switzerland and italy. the numerous records of M. melanotoma across the
entire city of zurich suggest that the species is naturalizing, probably favoured by
the warmer climatic conditions of the urban ecosystem. hence, to our knowledge,
this is the first reported established population of M. melanotoma north of the alps. 
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fig. 2. a female Tupiocoris rhododendri (dolling, 1972) from the island of Mainau (Baden-würt-
temberg). collected by r. heckmann, photograph by g. Strauß.
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Tupiocoris rhododendri (dolling, 1972) (fig. 2)
1. private garden; n 47°24'56.6", e 8°31'31.9"; 446 m; 22nd June 2015; 1 �; bowl trap. 

this is the first record of the north american Tupiocoris rhododendri in
Switzer land. although native to the eastern coast of north america, the taxon was
first described based on animals collected in great Britain, where it was acciden-
tally introduced (dolling 1972). the species subsequently appeared in the nether-
lands (aukema et al. 2005), germany (Schrameyer 2004), Belgium (aukema et al.
2007) and denmark (aukema et al. 2013). the presence of T. rhododendri in
Switzerland is not surprising because it is already naturalized in southern germany
(Baden-württemberg) (aukema et al. 2005; r. heckmann personal observations).
as with Stephanitis takeyai, it is found on Rhododendron cultivars, where it feeds
on aphids. due to the widespread cultivation of Rhododendron in gardens, its appar -
ently great dispersal capacity and the frequent occurrence in adjacent germany, it
is likely that T. rhododendri is also naturalizing in Switzerland. 

Chlamydatus saltitans (fallén, 1807) (fig. 3)
1. allotment «dreiwiesen»; n 47°22'47.5", e 8°34'21.0"; 604 m; 21st July 2015; 1 �; pitfall trap in

lawn. 
2. private garden; n 47°24'43.0", e 8°33'00.0"; 430 m; 25th May, 8th June, 3rd august 2015; 10 ��;

pitfall trap in lawn. 
3. private garden; n 47°24'43.1", e 8°33'00.4"; 430 m; 29th June 2015; 1 � and 1 �; pitfall trap in

flowerbed. 

these are the first published records of Chlamydatus saltitans in Switzerland. note
that the species was already found in 2003 in the canton of Basel-land during
another wSl-arthropod survey (wSl, unpublished data). these findings are, how -
ever, not unexpected because the species is native to europe and present in all sur-
rounding countries, with the exception of liechtenstein (aukema & rieger 1999).
C. saltitans lives in open vegetation on dry, sandy and gravelly soils. unusually for
Miridae, the species is able to cover considerable distances by jumping and thus can
be easily spotted (wachmann et al. 2004). in Baden-württemberg (southern ger-
many), the species was found among Achillea sp. (asteraceae) plants as well as on
green roofs dominated by Sedum (crassulaceae) and Saxifraga (Saxifragaceae) (r.
heckmann, personal observations). urban areas are rich in dry and open habitats so
it is likely that C. saltitans has been overlooked in the city of zurich.

anthocoridae
Orius laevigatus laevigatus (fieber, 1860) (fig. 4)
1. allotment «Juchhof»; n 47°24'04.5", e 8°28'24.0"; 395 m; 14th July; 1 �; bowl trap.

this is the first confirmed record of Orius laevigatus in Switzerland. even though
females of the species have previously been found in the canton Basel-Stadt, this
record remained doubtful (wyniger & Burckhardt 2003). a further Swiss record of
the species, of which a specimen was deposited in the zoological Museum of the
university of helsinki, finland, lacks information about the location (Péricart
1972). it is notable that this record of O. laevigatus is one of 4425 Orius specimens
determined during the Bettergardens arthropod survey. the taxonomic assignment
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fig. 3. a male Chlamydatus saltitans (fallén, 1807) from zurich sampled during the Bettergardens
arthropod survey. the species can easily be distinguished from the other three central european Chla-
mydatus species with its mat hemelytra, having parts of lighter colour and only a narrow rest of the
membrane. Photograph by S. Mangili.
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was confirmed by the careful control of the paramere, revealing the unique charac-
ter of having two long parallel flagellums as shown in Péricart (1972). Orius laevi-
gatus has an atlanto-circummediterranean distribution, extending as far as northern
great Britain. it was not found in northern italy, austria or germany (Péricart 1972)
but has recently been recorded for the first time in the netherlands (aukema & loo-
mans 2005). Since this inconspicuous taxon is difficult to identify, data deficiency
currently hinders any assessment of its naturalization status in Switzerland.

rhoPalidae
Liorhyssus hyalinus (fabricius, 1794»
1. allotment «freilager west”; n 47°22'46.5", e 8°29'03.1"; 418 m; 1st, 8th June 2015; 2 ��, 1 �;

bowl trap. 
2. allotment «Burgwies»; n 47°21'30.9", e 8°34'23.0"; 461 m; 2nd June 2015; 1�; bowl trap. 
3. private garden; n 47°24'42.6", e 8°31'13.8"; 498 m; 9th June 2015; 1 �; bowl trap. 
4. allotment «Steinkluppe»; n 47°24'09.0", e 8°32'17.8"; 460 m; 15th, 22nd June 2015; 1 �, 1 �; bowl

trap. 
5. allotment «wydäckerring»; n 47°22'14.9", e 8°29'45.5"; 431 m; 15th June 2015; 1 �; bowl trap. 
6. allotment «köschenrütistrasse»; n 47°25'35.1", e 8°32'12.4"; 434 m; 23rd June, 11th & 18th august

2015; 1 � & 2 ��; bowl trap. 
7. allotment «käferberg»; n 47°23'59.8", e 8°31'22.6"; 505 m; 6th July 2015; 1 �; bowl trap. 
8. allotment «herrenbergli»; n 47°23'38.3", e 8°28'06.0"; 525 m; 20th July 2015; 1 �; bowl trap. 
9. allotment «oberes Paradis»; n 47°19'57.2", e 8°31'28.1"; 485 m; 20th July 2015; 1 �; bowl trap. 
10. allotment «Moos“; n 47°19'45.2", e 8°32'03.9"; 475 m; 20th July 2015; 2 ��; bowl trap. 
11. allotment «Stotzstrasse»; n 47°19'50.7", e 8°30'36.1"; 510 m; 20th July 2015; 1 �; bowl trap. 
12. private garden; n 47°24'56.6", e 8°31'31.9"; 446 m; 20th, 27th July, 3rd august 2015; 2 ��, 1 �;

bowl trap. 
13. private garden; n 47°20'07.4", e 8°30'58.6"; 454 m; 20th July 2015; 1 �; bowl trap. 
14. allotment «Juchhof»; n 47°24'04.5", e 8°28'24.0"; 395 m; 21st July 2015; 1 �; bowl trap. 
15. allotment «Susenberg»; n 47°23'02.0", e 8°33'44.6"; 623 m; 21st July 2015; 1 �; bowl trap. 
16. allotment «friedhof ost»; n 47°22'19.4", e 8°30'32.4"; 418m; 27th July 2015; 1 �; bowl trap. 
17. school garden «Schulhaus wengi“» n 47°22'31.2", e 8°31'22.1"; 411 m; 28th July 2015; 1 �;

bowl trap.
18. private garden; n 47°24'05.7", e 8°30'14.1"; 473 m; 28th July 2015; 1 �; bowl trap. 
19. allotment «allmend»; n 47°24'37.4", e 8°29'34.5"; 526 m; 3rd august 2015; 1 �; bowl trap. 
20. allotment «Breitenstein»; n 47°23'38.7", e 8°30'57.4"; 401 m; 4th august 2015; 1 �; bowl trap. 
21. private garden; n 47°24'41.0", e 8°32'54.9"; 433 m; 10th august 2015; 1 �; bowl trap. 
22. allotment «Probstei»; n 47°23'59.9", e 8°34'46.3"; 449 m; 11th august 2015; 1 �; bowl trap. 
23. private garden; n 47°24'24.6", e 8°34'36.3"; 427 m; 11th august 2015; 1 �; bowl trap. 
24. private garden; n 47°21'08.9", e 8°34'55.8"; 511 m; 11th august 2015; 1 �; bowl trap. 
25. allotment «friesenbergstrasse»; n 47°21'43.4", e 8°29'56.1"; 495 m; 17th august 2015; 1 �; bowl

trap.
26. allotment «Juchhof»; n 47°23'54.0", e 8°28'39.1"; 395 m; 18th august 2015; 1 �; bowl trap.

Liorhyssus hyalinus has a cosmopolitan distribution in tropical and subtropical
regions (wachmann et al. 2007). in europe, and probably favoured by global warm -
ing, L. hyalinus is becoming more frequent in Baden-württemberg in southern ger-
many (wachmann et al. 2007; r. heckmann, personal observation) and its range is
currently expanding as far north as Scandinavia (hradil et al. 2007; wachmann et
al. 2007). in Switzerland, although historical records exist from the cantons Bern,
vaud and geneva (frey-gessner 1866a, 1866b), L. hyalinus has previously only
been recorded in the southern and central alpine cantons valais and ticino, both
of which are characterised by the abundance of xeric and warm habitats (frey-gess-
ner 1866a, 1866b; delarze & dethier 1988; giacalone et al. 2002; göllner-Schei-
ding & rezbanyai-reser 2000; witschi & zettel 2002). its frequency suggests that
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fig. 4. a male Orius laevigatus laevigatus (fieber, 1860) from zurich sampled during the Better-
gardens arthropod survey. the species can be morphologically distinguished from species of the Hete-
rorius subgenus by the presence of black setae on the edges of the pronotum, and from Orius niger
by the pale middle-legs and the slightly obscured hind-legs, which are all black in O. niger. Photo-
graph by S. Mangili. 
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L. hyalinus is naturalized in zurich, which is probably favoured by the heat island
effect of the city and by the abundance of xeric habitats. 

coreidae
Leptoglossus occidentalis (heidemann, 1910) 
1. allotment «freilager west»; n 47°22'46.5", e 8°29'03.1"; 418 m; 17th august 2015; 1 nymph; bowl

trap. 

the north american «western conifer seed bug» Leptoglossus occidentalis was
accidentally introduced to europe in 1999 and was recorded for the first time in
Switzerland in the canton ticino in 2001, where it is naturalized today (colombi
& Brunetti 2002; wyniger 2007). the species further naturalized in the canton
valais, and single individuals have also been found in the cantons Basel-Stadt, nid-
walden, zurich and thurgau (wyniger 2007; Schmidt et al. 2010; heckmann &
Blöchlinger 2013). the species has spread across europe and is currently present
in almost all countries (aukema & rieger 1999; aukema et al. 2013). L. occiden-
talis can be easily identified by the conspicuous, partly leaf shaped hind legs. it is
phytophagous and feeds on immature seeds and flowers of conifers. the species has
a preference for Pinaceae, especially the genus Pinus and Pseudotsuga menziesii,
but it has also been observed on Abies, Cedrus, Juniperus and Picea (villa et al.
2001). adults overwinter in wood crevices and under bark or similar structures. in
autumn, they may enter buildings in large numbers and can become a nuisance pest
(wheeler 1992). in its native range, L. occidentalis is regarded as a pest and recent
observations in southern european conifer forests show that there is also a serious
potential threat in europe (luchi et al. 2012; tamburini et al. 2012; lesieur et al.
2014).

PentatoMidae
Halyomorpha halys (Stål, 1855)
this east asian bug was among the abundant and frequent bug species caught
during the Bettergardens arthropod survey: 171 individuals (approx. 2 % of all true
bugs captured) were caught in 55 gardens (approx. 65 % of all gardens surveyed)
across the entire city (fig. 5). this is notable because the species was first recorded
in Switzerland only recently, which was also the first record in europe (wermelin-
ger et al. 2008). H. halys was first discovered in the city of zurich and has subse-
quently expanded (wyniger & kment 2010), mainly in liechtenstein (arnold 2009)
and northern Switzerland (haye et al. 2014; www.halyomorphahalys.com). it has
since been found in germany (heckmann 2012), france (callot & Brua 2013), italy
(Maistrello et al. 2014), hungary (vétek et al. 2014), greece (Milonas & Partsine-
velos 2014), austria (rabitsch & friebe 2015), romania (Macavei et al. 2015) and
Serbia (Šeat 2015). taken together, these observations suggest that H. halys has a
high potential for spreading and that it readily adapts to urban environments.

Nezara viridula (linnaeus, 1758)
1. private garden; n 47°22'53.1", e 8°30'05.3"; 408 m; 17th august 2015; 1 �; bowl trap. 
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fig. 5. occurrences and abundance of the alien true bug Halyomorpha halys (Stål, 1855) in the city
of zurich sampled during the Bettergardens arthropod survey between May 18th and august 19th
2015.
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this is the first record of Nezara viridula in the canton of zurich. north of the Swiss
alps, this thermophilous species has been reported only in the cantons of Basel-
Stadt (wyniger & Burckhardt 2003) and Basel-land (werner 2005), with numer -
ous individuals and/or nymphs observed at these locations. Similar observations
have been made in adjacent germany (Baden-württemberg), where the species has
been reported, among others, from the goods station of lörrach (r. heckmann, per-
sonal observation). after the first accidental records in Baden-württemberg (rie-
ger 1994; voigt 1998), the later observations may indicate the beginning of a natu-
ralization of the species in southern germany and northern Switzerland. an his-
 tor ical designation as «Nezara am. S. prasina l.» exists from the canton of
graubünden (killias 1874), but this record is probably due to a wrong synonymi-
sation (wyniger & Burckhardt 2003), since the taxon was not included in sub-
 sequent publications (killias 1879). it is also possible that the individual was con -
fus ed with the morphologically similar, and later reported, Palomena prasina
(killias 1879). South of the Swiss alps, in the canton ticino, N. viridula has been
reported frequently since the 19th century and is considered to be native there (frey-
gessner 1863, 1866a, 1866b; de carlini 1887; göllner-Scheiding & rezbanyai-
reser 1992, 2000; otto 1992, 1996; otto & rezbanyai-reser 1996; giacalone et
al. 2002). N. viridula has a cosmopolitan distribution in tropical and subtropical
regions, where it is considered to be an agricultural pest because it feeds on im -
mature fruits and seeds of crop plants (Panizzi 1997; Panizzi et al. 2000). in europe
N. viridula occurs in all Mediterranean countries and it is also established as an alien
species in great Britain, Belgium and northern hungary (aukema & rieger 2009;
aukema et al. 2013). it is clearly shifting its range northwards in europe, probably
as a sign of climate change. 

concluSion
the Bettergardens arthropod survey revealed the presence of two true bug species
that are new to Switzerland and recorded several Mediterranean species for the first
time in northern Switzerland. these results are in line with the observation that
urban areas are «ports of entry» for alien species (rebele 1994; kowarik 2011). our
results suggest that one important vector of such introductions may be the trade with
ornamental plants (see also trivellone et al. 2015 for leafhoppers). if so, urban gar-
dens may represent a source of alien arthropods in urban ecosystems. the pre-
 dominance of dry habitats in cities and the warmer climatic conditions with respect
to the rural or natural surroundings, the «urban heat island effect» (Pickett et al.
2011), may subsequently favour the naturalization of such species. whereas the
introduction of alien species in cities is often perceived as a driver of biotic homo-
genization and associated loss of biodiversity (knop 2016), we argue that the appear -
ance of neobiota is an intrinsic property of urban ecosystems (rebele 1994) and
should not be interpreted as negative per se (kowarik 2011; Marris 2011). in par-
ticular since there is increasing evidence that alien species also can deliver ecosys-
tem functions and underlying ecosystem services in anthropogenic ecosystems
(ewel & Putz 2004; hobbs et al. 2009; kueffer & kaiser-Bunbury 2014). inves-
 tigations should thus aim at studying possible impacts of such species, such as their
roles and functions in urban trophic networks and community assemblages as well
as their effects on city dwellers (kowarik 2011). 
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