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Conducting research with data about 
people is a privilege, not a right, thus, 
everyone managing research data, 

open data, or any type of data 
provided by people, including 

librarians and researchers, needs to 
build critical and ethical data 

literacies



• Data literacy is normally understood as a set of abilities to read, 
understand, create, and communicate data as information. 
Much like literacy as a general concept, data literacy focuses 
on the competencies involved in working with data. 

• However, data literacy can be also understood a mean to 
participate in the (datafied) society, thus the skills needed to 
work with data go beyond technicalities and have a strong 
social component, ergo, need to be grounded on the 
overarching principles of data ethics.

• We suggest librarians and researchers get familiarised with a 
set of data skills that may help them work with data at 
management and research level, while being aware of the 
potential impact of data on individuals and the society, thus, 
handling data within an ethical and critical framework.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Data_literacy
https://library.oapen.org/handle/20.500.12657/31843
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098/rsta.2016.0360




Why data ethics?
• Training in basic data skills, though essential, often leaves 

ethics aside or at best, implied.
• The need for improved data literacy and data ethics is 

universal
• Sustainable ethical principles to guide decision-making in 

data practices, in education and beyond, are urgently 
needed.

• Using an ethical framework to enable the critical 
understanding of the wide spectrum of data issues in the 
context of HE, can therefore support educators, librarians and 
researchers in assessing their own practices, and foster 
participatory and collaborative learning and research 
activities, co-creating knowledge for social transformation. 

• It is important to note that  each step of the data cycle 
requires ethical principles in order to put people and 
communities first.



Data ethics - beyond the tickbox

• With datafication and algorithmic automation of 
decisionmaking we are seeing increased calls for 
“ethics training” for those who will collect, process or 
exploit our personal data.

• But it is far from clear what exactly ethics training 
might cover - quite superficial (tickbox) or narrow 
approaches are common - posing the danger of 
“ethicswashing”.

• Instead we propose a view of ethics as core to, and 
embedded across, data lifecycles: “ethics as 
method”, inseparable from criticality.













The #datapraxis dream team

12

Javiera Atenas
University of Suffolk 

@jatenas

Caroline Kuhn
Bath Spa University

@carolak

Leo Havemann
Open University & UCL

@leohavemann

Cristian Timmermann
University of Ulm
@c_timmermann

datapraxis.net 

https://datapraxis.net/

