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CLARIN?

• Common Language Resources and Technology Infrastructure
• ESFRI ERIC status since 2012, Landmark since 2016
• that provides easy and sustainable access for scholars in the 

humanities and social sciences and beyond
– to digital language data

• in written, spoken, video or multimodal form
– to advanced tools

• to discover, explore, exploit, annotate, analyse or combine them, 
wherever they are located

• through a single sign-on online environment
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Introducing Virtual Collections

• A virtual collection is a coherent set of 
links to digital objects (e.g. annotated 
text, video) that can be:
– Easily created
– Easily accessed
– Easily cited

• Links can originate from different 
archives, hence the term virtual 
• A virtual collection is suitable for manual 

access as well as automated processing 
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Virtual Collection Registry – collections.clarin.eu

• Service from CLARIN to register and 
publish virtual collections
– Receive a Persistent Identifier 

(handle or DOI)
– Metadata available via the Virtual 

Language Observatory
– Coming soon: 

• automatic link checking with 
reporting

• easy ways to process the linked data 
entries
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https://collections.clarin.eu/
https://vlo.clarin.eu/search?fq=collection:CLARIN+Virtual+Collection+Registry


Virtual Collection – example 1

• Absolute spatial deixis and proto-toponyms in Kata Kolok
– http://hdl.handle.net/11372/VC-1001

• Illustration of a bundle of digital resources that are linked from 
an article as supplementary material
– 5 videos
– 1 PDF with the article
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http://hdl.handle.net/11372/VC-1001


Virtual Collection – example 2

• PubMed references to articles on "face mask" and "influenza" as of 
May 2020:
– http://hdl.handle.net/11372/1030

• This illustrates that services from SSHOC (such as the VCR) can 
be more broadly applied, e.g. to provide human and machine 
accessible snapshots of the results of a query at a certain point 
of time
– 145 links to a pubmed landing page
– In some cases, articles (text) can also be seen as data

• E.g. for text mining
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http://hdl.handle.net/11372/1030


Virtual Collection – example 3

• SSHOC Webinar: CLARIN Hands-on Tutorial on Transcribing 
Interview Data:
– http://hdl.handle.net/11372/1033

• A very small collection with several non-repository links:
– Web page
– Youtube movie
– Presentation link [PDF in Zenodo]
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http://hdl.handle.net/11372/1033


How to cite a Virtual Collection – option 1

• Use the cite button
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How to cite a Virtual Collection – option 2

• Use the browser plugin of your reference manager (Zotero, 
Mendeley, Endnote, etc)
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How to cite a Virtual Collection – option 3

• Use the DOI 
lookup of your 
reference 
manager
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Thank you for your attention!

• More information at: 
– www.clarin.eu/content/virtual-collections

• More questions? Contact us at vcr@clarin.eu
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