
Jessica Knebel M.A. 

Research Training Group 1876 

Johannes Gutenberg-Universität Mainz

Hegelstr. 59, 55122 Mainz – Germany 

jeknebel@uni-mainz.de

JessyKnebel

Image credits:

Image 1: New York, Brooklyn Museum, Accession Number: 

64.148.3 

(https://www.brooklynmuseum.org/opencollection/objects/3729)

Image 2: New York, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Accession

Number: 35.9.20 

(https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/551786)

T

PhD Project: Studies on concepts

of fire in Ancient Egypt

Jessica Knebel

Supervisors:

Prof. Dr. Tanja Pommerening

Prof. Dr. Jochen Althoff  

Project start: 

10/2019

Method-

ology

Image 3: Corpus. Image 4: Methodology and approaches (selection). 

Example: pBremner-Rhind (pLondon BM EA 10188), col. 

30,23, Thebes, ca. 305 B.C. 
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Written sources

Different text types, e.g. 

funerary, literary, historical, 

medical texts

Other sources

Selected images and 

archaeological sources for 

comparison 

Corpus
3000 B.C.–400 A.D.
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Introduction

Research subject

• Previous work in Egyptology has only been dedicated to 

selected aspects of fire, warmth, and heat

• Examining the different connotations and conceptions for 

fire, warmth, and heat in ancient Egyptian texts

Image 1: Relief showing a man lying next to a fire (detail), ca. 1352–1332 B.C. 

Selected research questions 

• How were fire, warmth, and heat described and 

understood in ancient Egyptian texts?

• Which fire, warmth, and heat metaphors existed?

• What concepts of fire, warmth, and heat are attested?

• What are the similarities and differences that can be 

observed in the conceptualization of fire, warmth, and 

heat cross-linguistically and cross-culturally?

Image 2: Book of the Dead of the Imhotep (detail), ca. 332–200 B.C. 
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Some first results (selection)

(...) tm.n⸗s <tw> ꜥꜣpp (...) ḫ.t r⸗k wšꜥ⸗s ı͗wf⸗f (...)
“(…) And she (= a goddess) has annihilated <you> Apophis. (…) 

Fire is against you, by consuming your flesh. (…)“

Conceptual Metaphor: FIRE IS A HUNGRY ANIMAL

International Conference 

„Language, Semantics and Cognition: Saying and conceptualizing the world 

from Ancient Egypt to Modern Times”, Yale University 

(16.–18. April 2021)
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Fire
Power of 
the king 

is like fire 

Speech 
is like fire 

Anger as 
fire Love / 

desire as 
fire 

Army is 
like fire 

https://www.brooklynmuseum.org/opencollection/objects/3729
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/551786

