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Challenges
• Reduction from 16 (Fall 2018) to 11 (Spring 2020) librarians
• Need for scalable and sustainable information literacy instruction
• Need for online and asynchronous options
• COVID-19 (remote work)



Faculty & Staff  Panic

Image by Kim Holder



Library DIY (libguides.westga.edu/diy)







LibraryDen
A guided and graded experience through Library DIY



LibraryDen



Student testers



What did the student testers say about 
LibraryDen?
• “I found particularly useful the distinction between different types of 

sources, for example, professional journals vs. peer-reviewed articles”
• “I learned about becoming more precise about my search topics”
• “I learned how to look for specific articles and how to read APA and 

MLA citations”
• “I believe every program and course could benefit from this.”



What is LibraryDen?
Online
Asynchronous
Autograded
Scalable
8 modules, 8 required quizzes
45 topics with optional self-assessments
1 pre-test
1 post-test
5-6 hours to complete
Introductory information literacy and 
library research skills



LibraryDen Learning Outcomes
• Students will discriminate between different library resources
• Students will identify resources appropriate for different information 

needs
• Students will explain how to get research help from a librarian
• Students will evaluate search strategies
• Students will recognize elements in citations
• students will describe criteria to evaluate the reliability of 

information



Disciplines that used LibraryDen
Fall 2020
• Economics
• Education
• Psychology
• Anthropology
• English
• Sociology
• History
• Political Science
• Art

Spring 2021
• Education
• English
• Communication
• Anthropology
• Art

Many introductory courses are only offered fall semester so that is why there is a decrease in the number of subject areas



Mean increase: 11.99%

Mode increase: 17.67%

Median increase: 13.59%

Range: -15.33% to +38%

Assessment Data: Pre-test to Post-test
Spring 2021
Mean increase: 26%

Mode increase: 18%

Median increase: 26%

Range: -5% to +58%

Fall 2020



Student Feedback
Spring 2021Fall 2020



Student Comments

“LibraryDen has given me 
so much information and 
shown me where to go 
access resources that I 
didn’t even know existed”

“Make it a required 
course as soon as 
someone starts classes 
regardless of their 
degree”

“I learned a lot through 
this course about what is 
available, what to use, 
where to find, and more.” “have this required at the 

start of each graduate 
program, especially in the 
social sciences”

“Great resource!”

“maybe make a 
video instead of 
reading all this 
stuff”



“It covered the basics of conducting literature reviews well”

“It is well designed, easy to follow”

“Great resource! Thanks so much!! I plan to use it next semester again.”

“Could you make discipline-specific versions?”

Faculty comments



• Reordered some content
• Rewrote questions that were often missed
• Two opportunities to take assessments
• Assignment and reflection question pairings for faculty

Enhancements Fall 2020  Spring 2021

Reflection questions for Module 1:  
You might have been surprised to see that you could use Wikipedia as background reading for a topic even though you 
shouldn’t use it as a research source. Please describe strategies for how you can use Wikipedia safely and appropriately. 

Reflection question for Module 4:
Ingram Library is an “academic library” yet we provide access to materials that aren’t 
“academic.” Why is that the case? And what does that mean for you, as a student 
researcher? What responsibility do you have to evaluate the resources you find?



Upcoming enhancements

Continue modifying based on feedback
Summer 2021: adding more visual elements

Prepare additional assignment pairing suggestions
Fall 2021: work with Education grad students to create lesson 
plans



Response from the profession



Going Global: una versión en español

University of West Georgia

Universidad de Guadalajara

Colegio del México

Universidad Veracruzana

Benemérita Universidad Autónoma de Puebla



libguides.westga.edu/libraryden

Interested in collaborating or knowing more?


	LibraryDen: an open online asynchronous information literacy course
	Challenges
	Faculty & Staff  Panic
	Library DIY (libguides.westga.edu/diy)
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	LibraryDen
	LibraryDen
	Student testers
	What did the student testers say about LibraryDen?
	What is LibraryDen?
	LibraryDen Learning Outcomes
	Disciplines that used LibraryDen
	Assessment Data: Pre-test to Post-test
	Student Feedback
	Student Comments
	Faculty comments
	Enhancements Fall 2020  Spring 2021
	Upcoming enhancements
	Response from the profession
	Going Global: una versión en español
	Interested in collaborating or knowing more?

