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B R U N O  F O R M E N T

The transformation of the Ton Koopman 
collection into an open, digital resource 

for artistic research

Resounding
Libraries



Koopman’s first ‘catch’ in 1957/58: 
Œuvres complètes de Molière (Paris, 1837)
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Citoyen Gillet École de Terpsichore, 
ou Principes raisonnés de la musique 

vocale (ms., c. 1790)
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Koopman indexing a 
book while reading
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Keywords for Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau’s Dictionnaire de musique

(1st ed., Paris, 1767)
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Cherubs illustrating an Italian continuo group 
from 1690 (harpsichord, theorbo and 

violoncello)



The collection at its 
former home
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An ‘old’ shelf  at Koopman’s house in Bussum, December 2019

Photo by the author



Hotel d’Hane-Steenhuyse
(Ghent, 1768-1773)

The ‘Koetshuis’ (coach house)
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Reversible and visually less
disturbing method for applying
RFID tags in historical books
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Moving time, 
6-10 July 2020
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Collections of  the Orpheus Library in Koha





Transcription and aggregation of Koopman’s keywords into a master index



A typical set of  LoC-imported authority 
records in Koha



Baroque music ‘epistême’ at work: Fenaroli’s Scale, e partimenti (ms., late 18th century)
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Jean-Benjamin de La Borde, 
Essai sur la musique ancienne et 
moderne (Paris, 1780)



Knowledge graph demonstrating the correlation between 
the properties of  the Eli Lilly drug and a potential 
treatment for seriously ill COVID-19 patients (Benevolent 
AI, November 2020)





Topical term:

Harpsichord

“Klavecimbel 18e Engeland”
=

Harpsichord in 18th-
century England

Chronological term:

18th Century 
(1701-1800)

Geographic name:

England (United 
Kingdom)

Wikidata Q81982

Wikidata Q21

Wikidata Q7015

‘Atomization’ of  Ton Koopman’s 
keywords into discrete semantic 
entities



One of  the first digitized volumes, made available via Ghent University’s sharedcanvas.be IIIF platform





Pietro Castrucci
Sonate a violino e violone o cimbalo op. 2
(London: Walsh, 1734)

violin [viool]
violoncello [cello]
multiple use of  same score [meer benutten zelfde 

partituur]
viola d’amore
mute [sordine]

Anne, Princess Royal (1709-1759)
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Example of  a bibliographic record compiled by multiple colleagues at Orpheus Instituut 
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A research group at Orpheus Instituut (Ghent, BE)

with the generous support of


