
Responsible Open 

Science 

Fundamentals of Research Data Management for Social 
Scientists 

Francesca Morselli & Ricarda Braukmann, DANS

14 and 17 June 2021



House Rules

● Keep mic muted during the presentations
● Raise your hand if you want to speak or write questions in the 

chat
● Don't take screenshots without the permission of the 

participants
● Presentations are recorded | Breakout sessions are not 

Veertly Platform
○ Google Chrome gives best performance
○ Set language Veertly to English 
○ Agenda
○ Main stage
○ Break-out rooms (2nd day) 

○ Chat



Slack Channel 



Open Data Infrastructure for Social Sciences and 

Economic Innovations

www.odissei-data.nl



• Open Data Infrastructure for Social Science and Economic 
Innovations

• Dutch national infrastructure 

• Coordinates data collections (i.e. surveys and panels) operated by 
members

• Supports researchers to access to CBS microdata

• Supports researchers to use the LISS*-panel

• Provides funding (e.g. microdata access grants)

• Super computing facilities (hosted by SURF)

*Longitudinal Internet studies for the Social Sciences

https://odissei-data.nl/nl/



● Consortium European Social Science Data Archives

● European Research Infrastructure Consortium

○ DANS is the Dutch national service provider

● Providers data services to the social sciences

○ CESSDA Data Catalogue 

○ CESSDA Training → Data Management Expert Guide

https://www.cessda.eu/



A bit about yourself 





What are the challenges in RDM?



What would you like to learn? 



What we won't cover

● Qualitative data (DMEG covers this aspect) 

● The content of the data themselves (e.g. data completeness)



Workshop's programme

Monday 14th June 10:00-12:30 CEST

10:00 - 10:15 Welcome 

10:15 - 11:00 An Introduction to Data Management: Organizing, processing and 

storing research data - Ricarda Braukmann (DANS)

11:00 - 11:15 Coffee break

11:15 - 12:00 Data protection and GDPR - Emilie Kraaijkamp & Ellen Leenarts 

(DANS)

12:00 - 12:15 Q&A

12:15 - 12:30 Introduction to the homework - Francesca Morselli (DANS)

In between, we will ask you to work on the homework assignment. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Id-M9WPCJX4TCYTka1lS7zA_btwTbXVqCmoIfCENi0o/edit


Workshop's programme

Thursday 17th June 10:00-12:30 CEST

10:00 - 10:05 Welcome 

10:05 - 10:35 Working with administrative data: an ODISSEI case study - Tom 

Emery & Kasia Karpinska (ODISSEI) 

10:35 - 10:45 Coffee break

10:45 - 11:45 Group work in breakout sessions

11:45 - 12:15 An Introduction to Data Management: Archiving and discovering data 

- Ricarda Braukmann (DANS)

12:15 - 12:30 Closing 



Introduction to Data Management
Organizing, processing and storing 
data

Ricarda Braukmann  

(DANS)
14th June 2021



Why Research Data Management?
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Why Research Data Management?



The Data Management Expert Guide



• Guide on Research Data Management (RDM)

• For early career researchers (in the social sciences) 

• Provides useful information on RDM in one central place

• Created by CESSDA training team 2017-2020

• Free to use at www.cessda.eu/dmeg
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The Data Management Expert Guide



• Data Management Plan checklist to answer questions for 
your own study

Helps you to create a DMP

https://www.cessda.eu/content/download/3844/35033/file/20171117DMPQuestionsCESSDAExpertTourGuide.pdf


Following the Life Cycle 



A closer look at the DMEG



A closer look at the DMEG



A closer look at the DMEG

This presentation



A closer look at the DMEG



A closer look at the DMEG

Thursday’s presentation



Plan



• Describe the project and the data you will collect 

• Collect all basic information 

• Contact details + ORCIDs* of involved researchers

• Grant information

Plan

*ORCID is a persistent identifier (PID) for researchers. Learn more about ORCIDs 
in this video and PIDs in general in this video 

https://orcid.org/
https://vimeo.com/97150912
https://youtu.be/9G4EMJCwCw4


• Collect all basic information 

• Roles and responsibilities

Plan



• Collect all basic information 

• Think about the costs for data storage and management

Plan



Organise & Document



• Think about file structures

• Depends on 

• type of data
• analysis software
• Linking with other datasets

• DMEG gives examples for qualitative and quantitative data

Organize 



• File naming

Organize 



• File naming

Organize 



Organize 

• Folder structures

• Depends on 

• Project structure
• Data collected 
• Collaborations

• DMEG gives examples for qualitative and quantitative data



• Metadata and documentation

Organize 

Project level details Data level details 

Metadata is defined as the data 
providing information about one 

or more aspects of the data

→ DMEG gives examples for 

qualitative and quantitative data



• Metadata and documentation → Crucial for FAIR

Organize 



Process



• Minimize errors in data processing → DMEG examples

• Information on coding

• Information on weights

Process



• File formats

• Can I open this in 5 years from now?

→ Some formats are more sustainable than others

• Data archives transform data for you!

Process

vs



• Data authenticity and versioning

• Know what happened to the data to ensure high quality

• Document changes 

→ DMEG gives tips on versioning and logging changes 

Process



Store



• Storage is often organized by your institute  → Find out 
your policies 

• How much space do you need?

• Who needs access?

Store



• Backup is often organized by your institute  → Find out 
your policies 

Store



• Security is crucial, in particular when working with 
(sensitive) personal data 

Store



How do you share (personal) data with your 
collaborators?

Store



ricarda.braukmann@dans.knaw.nl

Thank you for your attention!

This workshop is organized by CESSDA-ERIC, ODISSEI and DANS.


