Field descriptors
The data set contains the following fields (columns): 

RecordID: A running number between 1 and 160. 
RecordNumber: The record number in the reference software files. Note that these are unique within each file, but not globally unique.
Journal: The journal in which the study was published
Year: Year of publication
Spatial Scale: Spatial scale of the study. One of six levels: 
· Local (local forest plot, pond, etc) 
· Landscape (county, part of country, etc) 
· Country (or county/state for e.g. USA/Australia/Russia/Brazil), 
· Region (>1 country) 
· Continent 
· Global
Study Design: The type of study design. One of four levels: 
· Experimental [investigator intentionally manipulate system. Randomization]
· Quasi experimental [e.g. Natural experiment]
· BACI (Before-After-Controlled-Intervention)
· Non experimental
Taxonomic group: The taxonomic group. One of four levels: 
· Invertebrates
· Plants
· Vertebrates
· Mixed

Biological organisation: The biological level of organisation. One of six levels: 
· Individual
· Population
· Community
· Ecosystem
Mixed levels are possible
Scope: Scope of the study. One of four levels: 
· Ecological processes
· Methods
· Natural history
· Projection and forecasting
Clearly stated hypothesis: Describe to which clearly articulated hypothesis/hypotheses are presented in the introduction. One of four levels: 
· No (coded 0 in the data set)
· Implied hypothesis (coded 1 in the data set)
· Yes – but not literally (coded 2 in the data set)
· Yes – use the term hypothesis (coded 3 in the data set)
Test multiple competing hypotheses: Are multiple competing hypotheses tested? One of two levels:
· No (coded as 0 in the data set)
· Yes (coded as 1 in the data set)
Reference: Reference to the published paper
[bookmark: _GoBack]Extractor: Who extracted the data? Initials (ref. authors of the paper). 




