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Database website public access 

The following URL provide th e website where the core dataset of social costs is allocated 

together the unit costs included by EASP regarding the healthcare resources.  

https://www.easp.es/Impact-Hta/Default 

If the user click on ‘Social costs’ (https://www.easp.es/Impact-Hta/pub/SocialCost) the 

information is presented in the same way that is offered in the ‘HealthCare Cost’ section: 

https://www.easp.es/Impact-Hta/Default
https://www.easp.es/Impact-Hta/pub/SocialCost
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Information related to ‘User’s guide’ or Supplementary material is available clicking on each 

subsection. Please, see User’s guide & FAQ, Supplementary Material: Informal care unit costs 

bibliographical reference and Supplementary Material: Glossary to obtain more details about 

the information included in these subsections.  

On the other hand, if the user click on ‘Go to the database’(https://www.easp.es/Impact-

Hta/pub/SocialCosts/CostDatabase_S), the website open a search option similar to the 

‘HealthCare Costs’ section. 

 

For details about how to conduct a search, users can obtain detail in the User’s guide included 

in the User’s guide abovementioned. 

  

https://www.easp.es/Impact-Hta/pub/SocialCosts/CostDatabase_S
https://www.easp.es/Impact-Hta/pub/SocialCosts/CostDatabase_S
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User’s guide & FAQ 
 

The following information is attached in the section of the website ‘User’s guide’ 

 

What kind of unit costs am I going to get in the European HealthCare and Social Cost 

Database? 

The European HealthCare and Social Cost Database include both healthcare unit costs and data 

related to the estimation of social/societal costs in one easy and accessible website. ‘Social 

costs’ section offers you the following useful data to help you to estimate the most frequent 

costs included in the ‘societal perspective’ of economic assessment of health care technologies 

‘Productivity losses’ and ‘Informal care costs’. 

 

How deep detail am I going to obtain the information provided in the ‘Social costs’ section? 

Data collected in the ‘Social costs’ section include the following information by country, sex 

and age (when available):: 

 - Employment rates provided by official sources. 

- Earnings, wages, provided by official sources. 

- Number of monthly worked paid hours, provided by official sources. 

- Unit costs for several non-healthcare resources (such as home care, telecare, nursing 

home/facilities, day care centre or respite services.) 

- Unit costs for caregiving provided by professionals 

- Unit costs for caregiving provided by non-professionals (informal) 

 

How can I obtain the information provided by the website? 

 

You can seek in the database using three different ways: 

1. Using the ‘Search box’ (Figure 1) 
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First, you have to include the term/s (Figure 1-1) and then press the ‘Search’ button (2) (Figure 

1-2), for instance “Productivity losses”. 

 

 

Figure 2 

 

1 
2 

Figure 1 
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The website will give your results1 of all the items included in the category including a brief 

description of the sex/age, year, country and the price in euros using the last Gross Domestic 

Product deflator and Consumer Prices Index available to date (Figure 2). In this step, you can 

select all items or part of them and export the information to a CSV file. You can also take a 

look at the details of each item pressing the green ‘view’ button (Figure 3). Among these 

details it can be found: the subcategory, the item in local language, the ‘local price’ and 

currency jointly the prices in euros. It is also provided as detail how the website updated these 

figures to the last year available. You can also obtain as detail the year of the last CPI and GDP 

deflator applied to updated prices together the source where the data is obtained from (Figure 

3). 

 

Figure 3 

 

 
1 In this case the following terms were included in the ‘Search box’: Productivity losses 
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2. Using the pre-defined searches presented in the main page when you access to the 

section “Go to the database”. Now it is only provided two different pre-defined 

searches named ‘Productivity loss ‘Hourly earnings’ (Figure 4 -[A]) and Informal care 

‘replacement cost method’ (Figure 4-[B]). 

 

 

Figure 4 

[A] This pre-defined search returns the last hourly earnings available in official sources by 

country2 and by sex/age when available (Figure 4 – [A]). It is the quickest way to obtain the 

hourly wage by county/sex/age form official sites. To obtain this data, first you have to push on 

‘Productivity loss ‘Hourly earnings’ (Figure 4 – [A]). Then, you have to select what country you 

want to seek (Figure 5). 

 

 

Figure 5 

Once you have chosen one country, you have to push on the ‘Search’ button (Figure 5). Then, 

the website returns the data available about the hourly wage of the country selected by age 

 
2 In this example, Spain was the country chosen. 

[A]

c 

 

[B]

c 
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and sex, if available (Figure 6). In this step, you can download all/selected item and/or ask for 

details using the green ‘View’ button at the right of each item. The details offered are the 

same that are provide in a search using the ‘Search’ button or the ‘Advanced Search’.  

 

Figure 6 

3. Using the ‘Advance search’ option just below the ‘Search’ button (Figure 7) 

 

 

Figure 7 
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The ‘Advance search’ allows you to customize all the characteristic of the data included in the 

European HealthCare and Social Cost Database as it is described with detail in the Users’s 

Guide available at the ‘Healthcare cost’ section. Briefly, by clicking on the ‘Advance search’ 

button you can ask the website to seek by local language, type of unit or for a precise 

year/country (Figure 8). 

 

Figure 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.easp.es/Impact-Hta/pub/DirectCosts/doc/EU-HCSCD-user-guide.pdf
https://www.easp.es/Impact-Hta/pub/DirectCosts/doc/EU-HCSCD-user-guide.pdf
https://www.easp.es/Impact-Hta/pub/DirectCost
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Supplementary Material: Informal care unit costs bibliographical 

reference 
 

The following documentation is attached in the section of the website ‘Supplementary 

Material’ if the user click on ‘Informal care unit costs bibliographical reference’ 

Selection of studies and unit cost extraction 

In order to get data for the nine countries (France, Germany, Italy, Poland, Portugal, Slovenia, 

Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom) which are going to be part of the online database, we have  

used the information from the case studies performed on the economic evaluations on 

different diseases (Alzheimer´s disease3, rare diseases, depression4, diabetes, and multiple 

sclerosis), as well as the results on cost-of-illness studies from a search launched in PubMed 

(Medline), complementing the one performed by Oliva-Moreno et al (2017)5.  

Unit costs from case studies  

In those case studies, two types of societal costs had to be considered in the economic 

evaluations so as to be selected as included studies: productivity losses and informal care 

costs. Regarding the information on unit costs for the latter type of social costs, the data 

extraction procedure was as follows: 

1. Search strategy 

We used two databases to identify potential references for the review: (i)Medline (PubMed) 

and (ii)the Cost-Effectiveness Analysis (CEA) Registry from the Tufts University. With respect to 

the former literature database, the following search strategy was launched, including both 

formal terms (MeSH terms) and natural language: “Costs”; “Cost Analysis”; “cost-

effectiveness”; “cost-utility”; “cost-benefit”; “economic evaluation”; “economic analysis”; 

“QALY”; “quality-adjusted life years”. 

2. Inclusion criteria 

Once the records had been identified and in order to extract the data on informal care unit 

costs, we selected the studies that met the following criteria: i) being an original economic 

evaluation study published in a scientific peer-reviewed journal; ii) being written in English; iii) 

including informal care costs; iv) being an economic evaluation performed of any intervention 

related to any of the next diseases: Alzheimer´s disease, rare diseases, depression, multiple 

sclerosis or diabetes. 

 
3 Peña-Longobardo, L.M., Rodríguez-Sánchez, B., Oliva-Moreno, J. et al. How relevant are social costs in 
economic evaluations? The case of Alzheimer’s disease. Eur J Health Econ 20, 1207–1236 (2019). 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10198-019-01087-6  
4 Duevel, J.A., Hasemann, L., Peña-Longobardo, L.M. et al. Considering the societal perspective in 
economic evaluations: a systematic review in the case of depression. Health Econ Rev 10, 32 (2020). 
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13561-020-00288-7  
5 Oliva-Moreno, J., Trapero-Bertran, M., Peña-Longobardo, L. M., & del Pozo-Rubio, R. (2017). The 
valuation of informal care in cost-of-illness studies: a systematic review. Pharmacoeconomics, 35(3), 
331-345. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10198-019-01087-6
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13561-020-00288-7
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Unit costs from cost-of-illness studies 

Following the search strategy by Oliva-Moreno et al. (2017)5, a search was launched in 

PubMed using the following code: 

((((((cost[Title/Abstract]) OR (costs[Title/Abstract]) OR (economic*[Title/Abstract]) OR 

(value*[Title/Abstract]) OR (impact[Title/Abstract]) OR (burden[Title/Abstract]) OR 

(willingness[Title/Abstract]) OR (resource*[Title/Abstract]) OR (use*[Title/Abstract]) OR 

(utilisation[Title/Abstract])) AND (informal care[Title/Abstract]) AND ((cancer[Title/Abstract]) 

OR (tumour[Title/Abstract]) OR (tumor[Title/Abstract]) OR (stroke[Title/Abstract]) OR 

(cerebrovascular[Title/Abstract]) OR (multiple sclerosis[Title/Abstract]) OR 

(dementia[Title/Abstract]) OR (Alzheimer[Title/Abstract]) OR (arthritis[Title/Abstract]) OR 

(osteoarthritis[Title/Abstract]) OR (schizophrenia[Title/Abstract]) OR (bipolar[Title/Abstract]) 

OR (depression[Title/Abstract]) OR (mental[Title/Abstract])))) Filters: Publication date from 

2015/11/01 to 2019/10/31; Humans 

167 records were identified, from which 45 were finally included as they met our inclusion 

criteria (being a cost-of-illness study published in a scientific journal in which informal care 

costs were included, being written in English and within one of the nine countries previously 

listed). These 45 finally selected articles were added to the 91 studies selected from the 

original systematic review performed by Oliva-Moreno et al. (2017)5. 

Data extraction 

Once the inclusion of informal care costs has been confirmed, only the articles that provided 

with a unit cost per hour or with any other measure that could be converted into hourly terms 

were used to collect information on informal care unit costs. Then, the following information 

was extracted: first author´s family name, year of publication, disease, country, method to 

estimate informal care costs, sample size of the study (if available), number of hours of care 

provided (if available), unit of measurement (currency/hour), year of value, unit cost, 

comments on the unit cost applied, source, and full reference of the corresponding study. 

Those unit costs were then updated to 2019 euros using the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 

deflator and the Price Consumer Index for each country. 

In addition, those articles that did include informal care costs but the authors did not give any 

information on the unit cost applied to the amount of informal care were listed in a separate 

Excel sheet in which the following information was collected as well: first author´s family 

name, year of publication, disease, country, method to estimate informal care costs (if 

available), sample size of the study (if available), number of hours of care provided (if 

available), comments on the unit cost applied (if available), source, and full reference of the 

corresponding study. 
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Supplementary Material: Glossary 
 

Lastly, if the user click on Glossary a brief definition of most relevant concepts included in the 

database is available to users. 

General concepts 

Societal perspective – Type of perspective that find to identify, measure 

and assess the effects of a disease or injury or of an intervention on all the 

agents involved or affected. Translated to the realm of costs, the social 

perspective should reflect a full range of social opportunity costs associated 

with a disease, injury or interventions. 

Societal Costs – Societal costs refer to those costs supported mainly by 

patients (privately) but also resulting in an effect on the whole society, such 

as the loss of productivity due to an illness or personal assistance needed 

due to a disability.  

Indirect cost – Costs of those resources for which no payment is made, but 

for which there is an opportunity cost or foregone benefit. A limited 

interpretation of indirect cost is one that identifies them only with losses in 

labour productivity. Another broader interpretation identifies as indirect 

cost any change in the habitual use of time that an illness or injury entails, 

both for the patients and the caregivers. 

GDP deflator – The Gross Domestic Product deflator measures the changes 

in prices for all of the goods and services produced in an economy in a 

certain period of time, habitually a natural year. These changes in prices are 

obtained using official annual national accounts. 

Time costs-patients 

Methods to estimate labour productivity 

Human capital approach –  A method used to estimate labour productivity 

losses. The value of a day, month or year is approximated by the value of an 

average individual's present or future labour earnings. This concept can be 

applied to value non-labour productivity losses (domestic productivity) and 

leisure time losses.  
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Friction cost method – Alternative method to the human capital approach 

in estimating productivity costs. This approach limits productivity losses to a 

friction period, with friction costs broadly comprising lost production during 

the friction period and the costs of hiring and training new individuals. 

Friction costs elements 

Friction period – The time until another worker from the pool of 

unemployed has fully replaced the individual who is absent due to an illness 

Elasticity correction factor – a correction factor that represents the fact 

that the decrease in labour productivity per year is not proportional to the 

reduction in annual labour time. 

General concepts 

Annual earnings – In addition to gross earnings as in any reference month 

(remuneration in cash paid before any tax deductions and social security 

contributions payable by wage earners and retained by the employer), 

annual gross earnings also cover 'non-standard payments', i.e. payments 

not occurring in each pay period, such as: 13th or 14th month payments, 

holiday bonuses, quarterly or annual company bonuses and annual 

payments in kind. 

Hourly earnings – Hourly gross earnings are defined as gross earnings in 

the reference month divided by the number of hours paid during the same 

period.  

Number of monthly paid hours – Number of hours paid includes all normal 

and overtime hours worked and remunerated by the employer during the 

reference month. Hours not worked but nevertheless paid are counted as 

'paid hours' (e.g. for annual leave, public holidays, paid sick leave, paid 

vocational training, paid special leave, etc.). Number of hours in part-time 

work were converted into full-time work equivalents.  

Employment rate – percentage of people of working age in the population 

who are employed. 

Premature death – Death that occurs before the average age of death in aa 

certain population or before a determined age (65, 70, 75, 80 years). 
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Absenteeism – Any failure to report for or remain at work as scheduled. In 

our context, absenteeism is related to an illness or injury. 

Presenteeism – Situation in which a person, even being physically at her/his 

job, has a reduced level of productivity that makes it difficult or impossible 

to perform her/his work. 

Multiplier effects – the additional costs that result from the absence of a 

worker through the negative externalities that it causes in his/her work 

team. 

Non-paid time 

Informal care – Term that is usually employed to identify a type of non-

professional care, usually provided by family or friends, to people with 

limitations in their autonomy (dependence). Its definition and scope may 

vary in the literature depending on the country and the moment of time 

considered. 

Revealed preference methods to economic assess non-paid time 

Revealed preference method – Valuation method where a group of 

individuals reveals their valuation for a good or service through their 

decisions and behaviour, usually through interactions in a real market. This 

method is used to assess informal care time, its two most common 

applications being the opportunity cost method and the proxy good 

method. 

Opportunity cost method – A type of revealed preference method used for 

the assessment of informal care. The opportunity costs method finds to 

identify the informal caregiver’s benefits forgone due to spending time on 

providing informal care. 

Proxy good method – (also called replacement cost method) – A type of 

revealed preference method used for the assessment of informal care. 

Informal care time is valued at the labour market prices of a close market 

substitute. 
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Stated preference methods to economic assess non-paid time 

Stated preference method – Valuation method where a group of individuals 

is surveyed to show their preferences, usually on nonmarket commodities. 

This method is used to assess informal care time. The two most common 

applications are the contingent valuation (willingness to pay and 

willingness to accept) and conjoint analysis. 

Contingent Valuation – Type of Stated preference method consists in 

survey-based economic techniques for the valuation of non-market good or 

services (see Willingness to pay and Willingness to Accept). 

Willingness to accept – The minimum amount of money that а person is 

theoretically willing to receive to sell or to give up a good or service, or to 

put up with something negative. 

Willingness to pay – The maximum price at or below which a person will 

theoretically pay for one unit of a good or service (see contingent valuation, 

see Stated preference method). 

Conjoint analysis – Survey-based statistical technique used to determine 

how people value different attributes that make up a good or service. 

Long Term Care 

Long-term care – range of services and assistance required by people with a 

reduced degree of functional capacity, physical or cognitive, and who 

depend for an extended time period on help with basic activities of daily 

living or with need of some permanent nursing care. 

Nursing home – institutions sheltering people in need for care or who 

cannot be fully independent and who need assistance in activities of daily 

living, in an environment where they can receive nursing care, for short or 

long stays. 

Day care centre – institution which aims to provide supervision and care to 

whom cannot be fully independent, mainly during daytime 

Homecare – professional help received at home by people who cannot be 

fully independent with different matters, such as personal care or domestic 

tasks. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statistical_survey
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Respite care – temporary care services provided as a relief to caregivers 

from their caregiving tasks for a person in need for care and not fully 

independent.  

Professional (formal) care – paid care services provided to a person with 

limitations in his/her autonomy for another person specially trained and 

professionally dedicated to providing this service. 

Telecare – include equipment and services aimed to provide support to 

patients remotely that help to get them safe and independence at home 

 

 

 

 


